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Weekly Worship Guide of The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, Atlanta Georgia  

Sunday, November 27th , 2016 – Κυριακή, 27η Νοεμβρίου 2016 
13th Sunday of Luke  - Κυριακή ΙΓ΄ Λουκᾶ

“By the intercessions of  Your Holy Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.  Amen!”  

St. James the Great Martyr of Persia 
This Saint was from the city of  Bythlaba and was of  noble birth; he was the 
closest and most honored friend of  Isdiger (or Yazdegerd) I, King of  Persia 
(reigned 399-420). Though a Christian from his youth, James renounced 
Christ because he was allured by the King's friendship and flatteries. When his 
mother and his wife learned of  this, they declared to him by letter that they 
would have nothing more to do with him, since he had preferred a glory that 
is temporal to the love of  Christ. Wounded in soul by these words and              
coming to himself, the Saint wept over his error, and repudiated the worship 

of  the idols. Therefore, becoming exceedingly wroth, the King - this was Bahram (or                
Varahran) V (reigned 421-438), Isdiger's son and successor - condemned him to a most             
bitter death, the likes of  which not even a brute beast was ever condemned to: that is, his 
body was dismembered at every joint of  his arms and legs. And so, when he had been cut 
asunder limb by limb to his very hips and shoulders, the courageous Martyr was finally              
beheaded, in the year 421.  

(From the Website of  the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese) 

ARTOKLASIA 
Artoklasia and procession of  icon offered by Aghia Ekaterini Fraternity  

in honor of  Aghia Ekaterini 
 

Artoklasia and procession of  icon offered by the Laconian Society 
 in honor of  St. Nikon tou Metanoite, the Patron Saint of  Laconia  

40 DAY BLESSING 
Baby of  Nicholas and Christina Sousounis 

Next Sunday, December 4
th
,  a 2

nd
 Collection Tray will be passed by 

AHEPA to benefit the Empty Stocking Fund 
Please join the AHEPA family in raising funds to go towards one of Atlanta’s most giving missions 

which provides Christmas gifts for the children of families living in poverty in the metro Atlanta 
rea. We are proud to say that our AHEPA organization has continued to be one of the top  

10 contributors to this foundation! 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἦχος πλ. β΄ 
Ἀγγελικαὶ Δυνάμεις ἐπὶ τὸ μνῆμά σου, καὶ οἱ 
φυλάσσοντες ἀπενεκρώθησαν, καὶ ἵστατο Μαρία 
ἐν τῷ τάφῳ, ζητοῦσα τὸ ἄχραντόν σου σῶμα. 
Ἐσκύλευσας τὸν ᾍδην, μὴ πειρασθεὶς ὑπ' αὐτοῦ, 
ὑπήντησας τῇ Παρθένῳ, δωρούμενος τὴν ζωήν, ὁ 
ἀναστὰς ἐκ τῶν νεκρῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἦχος δ' 
Ὁ Μάρτυς σου, Κύριε, ἐν τῇ ἀθλήσει αὐτοῦ, τὸ 
στέφος ἐκομίσατο τῆς ἀφθαρσίας, ἐκ σοῦ τοῦ 
Θεοῦ ἡμῶν· ἔχων γὰρ τὴν ἰσχύν σου, τοὺς 
τυράννους καθεῖλεν, ἔθραυσε καὶ δαιμόνων, τὰ 
ἀνίσχυρα θράση. Αὐτοῦ ταῖς ἱκεσίαις, Χριστὲ ὁ 
Θεός, σῶσον τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 
 
  

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ  Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ 
τοῦ ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς 
τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ 
Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς 
σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε 
Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 
 
 

Κοντάκιον Προεόρτιον Ἦχος γ' 
Ἡ Παρθένος σήμερον, τὸν προαιώνιον Λόγον, ἐν 
Σπηλαίῳ ἔρχεται, ἀποτεκεῖν ἀπορρήτως. Χόρευε 
ἡ οἰκουμένη ἀκουτισθεῖσα, δόξασον μετὰ 
Ἀγγέλων καὶ τῶν Ποιμένων, βουληθέντα 
ἐποφθῆναι, παιδίον νέον, τὸν πρὸ αἰώνων Θεόν. 

Resurrectional Apolytikion Mode pl. 2 
When the angelic powers appeared at Your grave, 
the soldiers guarding it feared and became as 
dead. And standing by the sepulcher was Mary 
who was seeking Your immaculate body. You 
devastated Hades, not afflicted by it. You went to 
meet the virgin, and granted eternal life. You res-
urrected from the dead. O Lord, glory to You. 
 

Apolytikion Mode 4 
Your Martyr, O Lord, was worthily awarded by 
You * the crown of incorruption, in that he con-
tested for You our immortal God. * Since he pos-
sessed Your power, he defeated the tyrants, * 
dashing the demons' powerless displays of defi-
ance. * O Christ God, at his fervent entreaties, 
save our souls. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the 
revelation of the mystery which was hidden from 
eternity.  The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s 
Son, and Gabriel announces the grace of this 
Good News.  Let us also join with him, calling to 
the Theotokos:  Rejoice, O Woman full of grace; 
the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion of the Forefeast Mode 3 
On this day the virgin comes to the cave to give 
birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was be-
fore all ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing 
* the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels and the 
Shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be 
gazed on * as a young Child Who * before the ag-
es is God. 

Apolytikion   

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



13
th

 Sunday of Luke  - Κυριακή ΙΓ΄Λουκᾶ 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: LUKE 18:18-27 
 

A 
t that time, a ruler came to Jesus and asked him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is 
good but God alone. You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do 
not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.' " 

And he said, "All these I have observed from my youth." And when Jesus heard it, he said to 
him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." But when he heard this he became sad, for he 
was very rich. Jesus looking at him said, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the 
kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God." Those who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" But he 
said, "What is impossible with men is possible with God."  
 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING:  
ST PAUL’S LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS 2:4-10 

 

EPISTLE READER: JEROD SPETSERIS 

 

 

B 
RETHREN, God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit with 
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might show 

the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God: not be-
cause of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Je-
sus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.   

PROKEIMENON: O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance. 

VERSE: To You, O Lord, I have cried, O my God. 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 27 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



ACOLYTES GROUP ONE 

 Nick Keenan  Jerod Spetseris 
 Robby Keenan  Athanasios Grivakis 
 Eric Jackson  Lucas Karatassos 
 John Jackson  Nicholas Kostopoulos 
 Niko Tiliakos  Pete Sirmans 

Stacie Nefos   Tom McBride III  Charlie Burland 

George Koulouris  George Karolis  Dimitri Shreckengost 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated 
(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith.  To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing 
with the Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the 
Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper               
preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, 
reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting.  If you have any further questions 
about this, please speak with the clergy.  Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy 
Communion.  Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

HANDMAIDENS GROUP ONE 

Alexia Spetseris  Deedee Kostopoulos 
Alexis Vallianatos  Elianna Vallianatos 
Katherine Spetseris  Laila Turner 
Patricia Jackson  Penelope Melissas 

“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints for 

the courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.”   

-Psalm 83 (84): 1-2 
Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 

 

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 
 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
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