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Sunday, September 30, 2018 – Κυριακή, 30 Σεπτεμβρίου 2018 

2nd Sunday of Luke - Κυριακή B΄Λουκά 
St. Gregory the Great, Bishop and Enlightener of Armenia and Equal to the Apostles, Rispimia, Gaiani the Martyrs 

and the 32 companions the Virgin– Martyrs, The 70 Martyrs who died together with St. Rispimia,  
The 2 (anonymous) women Martyrs, Stratonikos the Martyr, Mardonios the Martyr and the 100 Martyrs 

 

St. Gregory the Great 
Bishop and Enlightener of Armenia and Equal to the Apostles 

St. Gregory the Great Bishop and Enlightener of Armenia and Equal to the Apostlesis a national 
saint and patron of Armenia. He was not the first who introduced Christianity into that               
country. The Armenians maintain that the faith was preached there by the Apostles                 
Bartholomew and Thaddaeus. This earliest Church was then destroyed by the Persians. Trdat 
(Tiridates), who was a surviving descendant of the Armenian royalty and was trained in the 
Roman army, eventually came back to drive out the Persians and restore the Armenian               
kingdom. In this restoration St. Gregory played an important part. He had been brought up as 
a Christian at Caesarea in Cappadocia. In his first encounter with King Trdat he refused to 
take part in a great sacrifice and declared himself a Christian. He was then tortured in various 
horrible ways. After being subjected to a variety of tortures he was thrown into a pit full of 
dead bodies, poisonous filth, and serpents. He spent fifteen years in this pit, being fed by 
bread that a pious widow brought him daily. Meanwhile Trdat goes from bad to worse. A 

holy virgin named Rhipsima, who resists the king's advances and is martyred, here plays a great part in the          
story. Eventually, as a punishment for his wickedness, the king was possessed by a demon. A vision now reveals 
to the monarch's sisters that nothing can save him but the prayers of Gregory. At first no one will attend to this 
revelation, since they all think Gregory dead long ago. Eventually they seek and find him in the pit. He comes 
out, exorcizes the evil spirit and restores the king, and then begins preaching. Enhanced by the Grace of the        
Holy Spirit Saint Gregory eventually converted king Trdat and with him spread the Christian faith throughout 
the country. Trdat became so much a Christian that he made Christianity the national faith. This happened while 
Diocletian was emperor of Rome (284-305), so that Armenia has a right to her claim of being the first Christian 
State. The temples were made into churches and the people were baptized in thousands. So completely were the 
remains of the old heathendom effaced that we know practically nothing about the original Armenian religion, 
except the names of some gods whose temples were destroyed or converted. After this, St. Gregory had gone 
back to Caesarea to be ordained. Leontius of Caesarea made him bishop of the Armenians. Gregory set up other 
bishops throughout the land and fixed his residence at Ashtishat, where the temple had been made into the 
church of Christ, "mother of all Armenian churches". He preached in the national language and used it for the 
liturgy. This, too, helped to give the Armenian Church the markedly national character that still maintains.           
Towards the end of his life he retired and was succeeded as Primate Bishop of Greater Armenia (Catholikos) by 
his son Aristakes. Aristakes was present at the First Ecumenical Council, in 325. Gregory died and was buried at 
Thortan. A monastery was built near his grave. His relics were afterwards taken to Constantinople, but             
apparently were brought back again to Armenia. His memory is celebrated on September 30th.  

 

 

We are Blessed to have serving the Divine Liturgy today,  
The Abbot of the Holy and Great Monastery of Vatopaidi,  

Very Reverend Archimandrite Ephraim 

ATLANTA GREEK FESTIVAL 
TODAY - 11:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

Parishioners who have parked on the premises for the Divine Liturgy are kindly asked to remove 
their cars from the front and back Cathedral parking lots & Hellenic center parking lot.  

Shuttles will be available at the Century Center Office Park.  
 

Thank you for all for your hard work and for making our Festival a great success!! 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος α΄ 
Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ 
στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σου Σῶµα, 
ἀνέστης τριήµερος Σωτήρ, δωρούµενος τῷ κόσµῳ 
τὴν ζωήν· διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάµεις τῶν οὐρανῶν 
ἐβόων σοι ζωοδότα. Δόξα τῇ Ἀναστάσει σου 
Χριστέ, δόξα τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονοµίᾳ 
σου, µόνε φιλάνθρωπε. 
 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ἱερομάρτυρος. Ἦχος δ  ́
Καὶ τρόπων µέτοχος, καὶ θρόνων διάδοχος, τῶν 
Ἀποστόλων γενόµενος, τὴν πρᾶξιν εὗρες 
Θεόπνευστε, εἰς θεωρίας ἐπίβασιν· διὰ τοῦτο τὸν 
λόγον τῆς ἀληθείας ὀρθοτοµῶν, καὶ τῇ πίστει 
ἐνήθλησας µέχρις αἵµατος, Ἱεροµάρτυς Γρηγόριε· 
πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς 
ἡµῶν. 
 

 
Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 

Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ 
Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 
 

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος β΄ 
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, 
µεσιτεία, πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀµετάθετε, µὴ παρίδῃς, 
ἁµαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς 
ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡµῶν, τῶν πιστῶς 
κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ 
σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, 
Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιµώντων σε. 
 
  

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 1 
The stone had been secured with a seal by the Jude-
ans, * and a guard of soldiers was watching Your 
immaculate body. * You rose on the third day, O 
Lord * and Savior, granting life unto the world. * 
For this reason were the powers of heaven crying out 
to You, O Life-giver: * Glory to Your resurrection, 
O Christ; * glory to Your kingdom; * glory to Your 
dispensation, only One who loves mankind. 
 
 

Apolytikion for the Forerunner. Mode 4 
Becoming a partner with the Apostles in way of life 
and successor to their thrones, O God-inspired Saint, 
in the active life you found an entrance to contem-
plation. Hence you rightly expounded the word of 
truth, and you shed your blood in struggling for the 
faith, O Hieromartyr Gregory. Intercede with Christ 
our God, beseeching Him to save our souls. 
 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the rev-
elation of the mystery which was hidden from eterni-
ty.  The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and 
Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News.  Let 
us also join with him, calling to the Theotokos:  Re-
joice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode. 2 
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to 
our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the 
prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come 
to us, for you are good; your loving help bring unto 
us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to inter-
cede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for 
all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you. 

Apolytikion   

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



2nd Sunday of Luke  Κυριακή B΄ Λουκά 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING IS FROM:  

ST. PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 9:6-11 
 
 

PROKEIMENON:  LET YOUR MERCY, O LORD, BE UPON US. 
VERSE:   REJOICE IN THE LORD, O YE RIGHTEOUS. 
 

B 
rethren, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bounti-

fully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able 

to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have 

enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work. As it is written, "He 

scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever." He who supplies seed 

to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your resources and increase the har-

vest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for great generosity, which 

through us will produce thanksgiving to God.  
 

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING LUKE 6:31-36 
 

T 
he Lord said, "As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. If you love 

those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to 
you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope 

to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward 
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 

selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful."  

 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



 Chris Adams  Tom McBride III  Stacie Nefos  

Constance Nagle  George Karolis  Dimitri Shreckengost 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated (confirmed) in the      
Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church spiritually (for             
example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their 
hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination 
of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting.  If you have any further   
questions about this, please speak with the clergy.  Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy             
Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

“Offer the sacrifices of  righteousness, 
And put your trust in the LORD.” Psalm 4:5 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 

WELCOME EVERYONE! 
Welcome everyone! We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshiping with us today in our Cathedral.  

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy in Carlos Hall next to 
the Church. Thank you for your visit!  Please stop by our hospitality table and sign the register in the Narthex. 

ACOLYTES METROPOLITAN’S GROUP 
 

HANDMAIDENS METROPOLITAN’SGROUP 
  
  

Bella Reynolds  
Elena Karas  
Elli Moraitakis  
Gabriella Pappas  
Marcella Vlahos  
 
 
 
 
 

Zoe Franklin  
Reece Hughes  
Penelope Melissas 
Paulina Katsoudas  

Evangelos Katasoudas – Leader  
Jack McClure – Leader  
Athanasios Grivakis  
Gus Karas  
Jerod Spetseris  
John Xides  
Matthew Davis  
Niko Reynolds  
Niko Skiouris  

Pano Karatassos  
Pete Constantinides  
Peter Kessler  
Platon Constantinides  
Robby Keenan  
Spears Vavalides  
Teddy Gassert  


