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Weekly Worship Guide of The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, Atlanta Georgia
  

Sunday, September 24, 2017 – Κυριακή, 24 Σεπτεμβρίου 2017 
1st Sunday of Luke  -  Κυριακή Α΄ Λουκᾶ 

Thecla the Protomartyr and Equal to the Apostles, Koprios the Righteous, St. Siluan the Athonite 

St. Thecla the Protomartyr 
The reputed pupil of the Apostle Paul who is the heroine of the apocryphon "Acta 
Pauli et Theclae". Our knowledge of her is derived exclusively from these Acts, 
which appeared about 180. According to this narrative Thecla was a young woman 
from Iconium who was converted to Christianity and led to dedicate herself to                 
perpetual virginity by the preaching of St. Paul. Miraculously saved from death at the 
stake to which she had been condemned, she went with St. Paul to Antioch of Pisidia 
where she was thrown to the wild beasts and was again saved from death by a              
miracle. After this she went to Myra where the Apostle was, and finally to Seleucia 
where she died.  
With the consent of St. Paul she had acted as a "female Apostle" in proclaiming the 
Gospel. She was called "Apostle and protomartyr among women". Her veneration 
was especially great in a number of cities in Asia Minor, as Seleucia where she was 
buried, Iconium, and Nicomedia. Her commemoration appeared very early also in 

Western Europe.   
In St. Bede’s Martyrologion her name is mentioned with a brief notice taken from the Acts on 23             

September, The Orthodox Church celebrates her feast on 24 September and gives her the title of "Protomartyr 
among women and equal to the Apostles"  

We possess historically accurate accounts of the martyrdom of a Christian of Gaza in Palestine named 
Thecla. According to Eusebius ("De martyribus Palestinen.", 3) she was condemned to death in the second year 
of the great persecution (304-05) together with a Christian named Agapius and was torn to pieces in a horrible 
manner by the wild beasts to which she was thrown.  

A catacomb of St. Thecla on the Via Ostiensis, not far from the burial place of St. Paul, is mentioned in 
the seventh-century itineraries to the graves of the Roman martyrs. A church stood on this spot on a hill over 
the catacomb where the body of the saint rested. 

(From the “New Advent” website of the Catholic Encyclopedia) 

 

Today’s Memorials 
Service found on Page 93 of  Divine Liturgy Book 

40 Day Memorial George Fountotos (Brother of  Maria Slay) 
 

A Special Memorial Service is being sponsored by the Arcadian Society of Atlanta  

to honor the memory of the Greeks who sacrificed their lives for the liberation of Tripolis,  

after 400 years of Turkish occupation, on September 23rd, 1821. 
  

40 Day Blessing 
40 Day Baby Blessing for the daughter of  Chris & Camila Molho 

 

Today’s Coffee Fellowship is Sponsored by  
the Arcadian Society in Memory of the Alosi of Tripoli 
(For more information regarding the Alosi of  Tripoli see the insert in today’s bulletin) 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος βαρύς 
Κατέλυσας τῷ Σταυρῷ σου τὸν θάνατον, ἠνέῳξας 
τῷ Λῃστῇ τὸν Παράδεισον, τῶν Μυροφόρων τὸν 
θρῆνον µετέβαλες, καὶ τοῖς σοῖς Ἀποστόλοις 
κηρύττειν ἐπέταξας· ὅτι ἀνέστης Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, 
παρέχων τῷ κόσµῳ τὸ µέγα ἔλεος. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Θεοτόκου. Ἦχος δ' 
Λαοὶ νῦν κροτήσωµεν, δεῦτε τὰς χεῖρας πιστῶς, καὶ 
ἄσωµεν ἄσµασι, τῇ Θεοµήτορι, ἐν πόθῳ 
κραυγάζοντες· Χαῖρε ἡ προστασία πάντων τῶν 
δεοµένων· χαῖρε ἡ σωτηρία τῶν τιµώντων σε πόθῳ· 
χαῖρε ἡ τῷ παραλύτῳ τὴν ἴασιν βραβεύσασα. 
 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἁγία. Ἦχος γ΄ 
Θείου κήρυκος διδασκαλίας, πόθῳ κτίστου σου 
ἀναφλεχθεῖσα, τῶν γεηρῶν ὡς ῥεόντων ἠλόγησας· 
καὶ σεαυτὴν ἱερὸν καλλιέργηµα, τῷ Θεῷ δοῦσα 
ποινῶν κατετόλµησας. Θέκλα ἔνδοξε, Παύλου τοῦ 
θείου συνέκδηµε, τὸν σὸν Νυµφίον Χριστὸν 
ἱκέτευε, δωρήσασθαι ἡµῖν τὸ µέγα ἔλεος. 
 
 
 

Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιμημένων Ἦχος πλ. δ' 
Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου καὶ 
ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον·οὐδεὶς γὰρ 
ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος καὶ τοῖς 
μεταστασι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ 
Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 
 

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος β΄ 
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, 
µεσιτεία, πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀµετάθετε, µὴ παρίδῃς, 
ἁµαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς 
ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡµῶν, τῶν πιστῶς 
κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ 
σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, 
Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιµώντων σε 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode grave 
By means of Your Cross, O Lord, You abolished 
death. To the robber You opened Paradise. The 
lamentation of the myrrhbearing women You trans-
formed, and You gave Your Apostles the order to 
proclaim to all that You had risen, O Christ our God, 
and granted the world Your great mercy. 
 

Apolytikion of the Theotokos. Mode 4 
O come, all you people, and let us in faith clap our 
hands * and sing sacred songs to her who is the 
Mother of God, * and longingly cry aloud: * 
"Rejoice, O protection of all those who entreat you; 
* rejoice, the salvation of those who honor you with 
longing; * rejoice, O Lady who restored * the para-
lyzed man to health." 
 

Apolytikion for the Saint. Mode 3 
All aflame with love for your Creator, * from the 
teachings of the sacred preacher, * you disregarded 
as fleeting all things mundane. * And being bold in 
the face of the penalties, * you gave yourself as a 
beautiful gift to God. * Thecla, glorious companion 
of the Apostle Paul, * we pray you entreat your 
Bridegroom, Christ, * and ask Him to grant us His 
great mercy. 
 

Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4 
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, 
and forgive every sin they have committed in this life. 
For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to 
grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the rev-
elation of the mystery which was hidden from eterni-
ty. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and 
Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News.  Let 
us also join with him, calling to the Theotokos:  Re-
joice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode 2 
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to 
our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the 
prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come 
to us, for you are good; your loving help bring unto 
us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to inter-
cede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for 
all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you.  
 

Apolytikion   

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



1st Sunday of Luke  Κυριακή Α΄ Λουκᾶ 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING IS FROM: 
ST. PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO TIMOTHY 3:10-15 

EPISTLE READER: PETE CONSTANTINIDES 

 
 

PROKEIMENON: The Lord will give strength to His people. 

VERSE:  Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring to the Lord honor and glory. 

T 
IMOTHY, my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, 

my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, my sufferings, 

what befell me at Antioch, at lconion, and at Lystra, what persecutions I endured; 

yet from them all the Lord rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, 

deceivers and deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly be-

lieved, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted 

with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Je-

sus.  

 
TODAY’S GOSPEL READING LUKE 5:1-11 

 

A 
t that time, as Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, he saw two boats by 

the lake; but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Get-

ting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from 

the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. And when he had 

ceased speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch." 

And Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let 

down the nets." And when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as their 

nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 

And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw 

it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." For 

he was astonished, and all who were with him, at the catch of fish which they had taken; and 

so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said 

to Simon, "Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men." And when they had 

brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.  
 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 19 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



ACOLYTES GROUP TWO 
 Charlie Nelms  Christopher Harakas 
 Demetre Lignos Konstantine Vlahos 
 Nick Pappas  Michael Michaels 
 Niko Reynolds Nikolaos Constantinides 
 Peter Kessler  Pete Constantinides 
 Spears Vavalides Platon Constantinides 
 

Demetri Hadjisimos  Read Davis  Nickitas Demos 

 Irene Fotos  Stephen Georgeson  Greg Koutrelakos 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated (confirmed) 
in the Orthodox Faith.  To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church                
spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be               
without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must 
be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the 
proper fasting.  If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the clergy.  Women should remove 
all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly                      
approach first.  Thank you. 

HANDMAIDENS GROUP TWO 
 Bella Reynolds Christina Nastopoulos 
 Gabriella Pappas Isabella Pappas 
 Laila Turner  Marcella Vlahos 
 Paraskevi Baker Paulina Katsoudas 
 Zoe Nelms 

 

"For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. "  

- (2 Peter 1:16)   
Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 

 

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 
 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 

Welcome everyone! We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshiping with us today in our Cathedral. 
You are invited to join us for the Fellowship Hour at the end of the Divine Liturgy in Carlos Hall next to the 
Church.  Thank you for your visit!  Please stop by our Newcomers table and sign the register in the Narthex. 


