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Sunday, October 14, 2018 – Κυριακή, 14 Οκτωβρίου 2018 
Sunday of  the Holy Fathers of  the 7th Ecumenical Council 

Κυριακή των αγίων Πατέρων της Ζ΄Οικουμενικής Συνόδου 
Nazarius, Protasius, Gervasius, Celsius the Martyrs, Gregory Bishop of Assos, 

Cosmas the Hymnographer, Bishop of Maiuma, Therapon, Bishop of Alamania,  
Ignatius, Bishop of Methymna, Euthymios of Thessaloniki, the Defender of Holy Icons, 
Elder Siluan the Hieromartyr, the 40 Martyrs of Egypt and Palestine, Peter of Auselamos, 

The Righteous Paraskevi, John, Bishop of Damascus and Nicholas the Russian. 

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 7
th

 Ecumenical Council 
The Restoration of the Holy Icons by the Seventh Ecumenical Council (787 AD), which was fully       
accomplished in the mid-ninth century (namely in 842 AD), over those who opposed the honor to the 
icons, constitutes a characteristic triumph of the Church against heresy. The controversy between the 
heretics who refused to give honor to the Holy Icons and fought to remove them from churches and 
the Orthodox who fought to maintain the honor due to them has been named the Iconoclastic                   
Controversy. 
The origins of the Iconoclastic Heresy derived from the East with the heresy of Paulianism, which 
opposed the veneration of the icons. It is astounding how similar were the teachings of that heresy 
with some teachings that were introduced with the Protestant Reformation in 16th century. Also, in the 
year 723, the Muslim Caliph Yezid issued a decree by which all the icons of the Divine were banned 
as idols. It is necessary to mention here that according to the Qur’an, God cannot be described in 

icons; therefore all the icons are false idols. Thus, the East provided the fertile soil for a heresy that would deny honor to 
the icons.  

These ideas started spreading in Constantinople and were rendered as Iconoclasm, meaning “the breaking 
(destroying) of icons” (εἰκών κλῶμαι). The Iconoclastic Heresy in fact was a patchwork of ancient Christological heresies. 
They actually denied not the icons, but the Incarnation of Christ. God, as the Bible teaches us, is indescribable.                      
Nevertheless, this indescribable God “became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). Through His Incarnation, He              
restored Human Nature and sanctified it. Hence, to depict the person of Christ after He became man is permissible as well, 
as it constitutes an honor for we who are saved in His Name. So, by denying that the person of Christ can be depicted on 
an icon, they denied that Christ our Savior became man.  

In 731 AD, the heretic Emperor Leon III Isaurus issued a decree against the veneration of the Holy Icons. Hence, 
all the Icons were to be removed from the Churches and destroyed.  With this Imperial decree began a period of a severe 
controversy, often brutal, which lasted for over a century. Emperor Leon III, his Son Constantine (who acquired the       
scornful title of Copronymos [dungnamed]) and his grandson Leon V Armenius, troubled the Church with their heresies 
from 731 to 842 until Theophilos, the last Iconoclastic Emperor, died. His mother, Theodora Augusta, acknowledged the 
authority of the Seventh Ecumenical Council and restored the Holy Icons -along with the veneration due to them - in 
churches. The first declaration of the Restoration of the Icons took place on the First Sunday of Lent, March 11th of the 
year 843 AD at the Church of Agia Sophia in Constantinople. Ever since, our Church celebrates every year the restoration 
of the holy icons on the First Sunday of Lent.  

Once again, the Orthodox Church, through many struggles and through the blood of many martyrs, fought against 
heresy and preserved the true faith. It is very remarkable that even though it was an aggressive period and there were many 
voices from both sides calling to arms and for “holy war,” the Church never consented to violence. The flock of Christ 
was led by the peaceful voices of St. John of Damascus and St. Theodore the Studite, who despite the sufferings they          
endured, never employed or called for any violent means. Today we commemorate and honor the Holy 350 God-bearing 
Fathers who participated in the 7th Ecumenical Council in 787 in Nicaea.  

TODAY’S MEMORIALS 
Found on Page 127 of  Divine Liturgy Book 
15 Year Memorial for George N. Moraitakis 

26 Year Memorial for Vasilios Nasoulis 
 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος γ΄ 
Εὐφραινέσθω τὰ οὐράνια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τὰ ἐπίγεια, 
ὅτι ἐποίησε κράτος, ἐν βραχίονι αὐτοῦ, ὁ Κύριος, 
ἐπάτησε τῷ θανάτῳ τὸν θάνατον, πρωτότοκος τῶν 
νεκρῶν ἐγένετο, ἐκ κοιλίας ᾅδου ἐρρύσατο ἡµᾶς, 
καὶ παρέσχε τῷ κόσµῳ τὸ µέγα ἔλεος. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῶν Πατέρων. Ἦχος πλ. δ´ 
Ὑπερδεδοξασµένος εἶ, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡµῶν, ὁ 
φωστῆρας ἐπὶ γῆς τοὺς Πατέρας ἡµῶν θεµελιώσας, 
καὶ δι' αὐτῶν πρὸς τὴν ἀληθινὴν πίστιν, πάντας 
ἡµᾶς ὁδηγήσας· πολυεύσπλαγχνε, δόξα σοι. 
 

Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιμημένων. Ἦχος πλ. δ' 
Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου καὶ 
ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον·οὐδεὶς γὰρ 
ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος καὶ τοῖς 
μεταστασι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ 
Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 
 
 

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος β΄ 
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, 
µεσιτεία, πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀµετάθετε, µὴ παρίδῃς, 
ἁµαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς 
ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡµῶν, τῶν πιστῶς 
κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ 
σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, 
Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιµώντων σε. 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 3 
Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on 
earth be glad. For with His Arm the Lord has worked 
power. He trampled death under foot by means of 
death; and He became the firstborn from the dead. 
From the maw of Hades He delivered us; and He 
granted the world His great mercy. 
 

Apolytikion for the Fathers. Mode pl. 4 
Supremely blessed are You, O Christ our God. You 
established the holy Fathers upon the earth as bea-
cons, and through them You have guided us all to 
the true Faith, O greatly merciful One, glory be to 
You. 
 

Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4 
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, 
and forgive every sin they have committed in this 
life. For no one is sinless except You, Who have 
power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the rev-
elation of the mystery which was hidden from eterni-
ty.  The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and 
Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News.  Let 
us also join with him, calling to the Theotokos:  Re-
joice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode. 2 
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to 
our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the 
prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come 
to us, for you are good; your loving help bring unto 
us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to inter-
cede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for 
all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you. 

Apolytikion         

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council 

Κυριακή των αγίων Πατέρων της Ζ΄ Οικουμενικής Συνόδου 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING IS FROM:  
ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO ΤITUS 3:8-15 
READER: CHRISTINA NASTOPOULOS 

 

PROKEIMENON:  BLESSED ARE YOU, O LORD, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS. 
VERSE:   FOR YOU ARE JUST IN ALL YOU HAVE DONE. 
 

T 
itus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have be-

lieved in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profita-

ble to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, 

for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or 

twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-

condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have de-

cided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they 

lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, 

and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greeting to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace 

be with you all. Amen. 

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING LUKE 8:5-15 
 

T 
he Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along 

the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the 

rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among 

thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and 

yielded a hundredfold." And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, "To you it has 

been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they 

may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The 

ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, 

that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, re-

ceive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as 

for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the 

cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in the good soil, they are 

those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience." As 

he said these things, he cried out "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



  Costa Panos  Ned Biehler  Sandy Papadopoulos  

  Al Galloway  Scott Davenport   Noula Zaharis 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated (confirmed) in the      
Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church spiritually (for             
example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their 
hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination 
of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further   
questions about this, please speak with the clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy             
Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

“Offer the sacrifices of  righteousness, 
And put your trust in the LORD.” Psalm 4:5 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 

WELCOME EVERYONE! 
Welcome everyone! We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshiping with us today in our Cathedral.  

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy in Carlos Hall next to 
the Church. Thank you for your visit!  Please stop by our hospitality table and sign the register in the Narthex. 

ACOLYTES GROUP THREE HANDMAIDENS GROUP THREE 

Elianna Vallianatos 
Penelope Melissas 
Anastasia Panos 
Renna Moraitakis 
 
 

Elena Karas 
Elli Moraitakis 
Nicolette Moraitakis 
Anastasia Lamas 
 

Evangelos Katsoudas 
Niko Skiouris 
Alexandros Katsoudas 
Nicholas Vastakis 
Ian Alexander 
Teddy Gassert 

Gus Karas 
Alexander Vastakis 
Christopher Harakas 
George Poulos 
Nick Karas 
 


