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Weekly Worship Guide of The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, Atlanta Georgia
Sunday, March 25, 2018 – Κυριακή, 25 Μαρτίου, 2018 

Fifth Sunday of Lent—Annunciation of the Most Holy Theotokos 
Κυριακή E΄—Ο Ευαγγελισμός της Υπεραγίας Θεοτόκου 

The Annunciation of  the Most Holy and Ever-Virgin Mary, Sennouphius the Righteous,  
Pelagia and Theodosia the Martyrs, a certain executioner, who confessed Christ died in a dark prison.  

 

EPITAPHION DONATION 
Members of  our Philoptochos will be collecting donations at the designated  

tables in the Narthex and outside Carlos Hall  
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL  

ATTENTION: EPITAPHION COLLECTION 
 
 

The Annunciation of our Most Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary 
 

Our Merciful God, who loves and always cares for mankind, consented to send His 
Only-Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver us from the hands of the Devil 
who was tormenting and deceiving humanity with the passions of falsehood and 
idolatry. However, because He wanted to keep this mystery secret, not only from 
Devil but from the Celestial Powers as well, He entrusted it to one of the                       
Archangels, the Glorious Gabriel. In His Divine providence also, He ensured that 
the Holy Virgin Mary would be born and would be kept pure, so that she would be 
worthy to be part of such great and universal good. 
 
Therefore, the Angel went to the city of Nazareth and said to the Virgin Mary: 
“Rejoice, O Gracious one, the Lord is with you” (Lk 1:28). After a short                   
conversation (with the Angel), the Virgin Mary responded, “Behold, the                   

maidservant of the Lord, let it be to me according to your word.” (Lk 1:38) Immediately after saying 
this word, she conceived in a super natural manner the Son and Logos of God, the Substantial                 
Wisdom and Power of His, as the Logos of God and the Holy Spirit overshadowed her. Henceforth, 
all the mysteries of God the Logos that concern our salvation were fulfilled. 
 
Note: The God-bearing Maximos (i.e. St. Maximos the Confessor) says: “Because some wonder how 
could the Incarnation be kept secret from the Celestial Powers, since Angels delivered all the                  
prophetic messages, Gabriel announced to the Theotokos that she is going to conceive and,                       
furthermore, Angels led the shepherds into a mystical doxology?” To this question, he responds: “We 
should not doubt the Angels knew that the salvation of mankind would be accomplished through the 
incarnation of the Lord. What they did not know was the incomprehensible way in which the Lord was 
conceived. How could He (the Son of God) be fully in His Father and at same time also fully in                 
everything (created) and fulfilling everything, as He was fully in the Virgin’s womb”  
 

(From the book Synaxaristis of St. Nicodemos the Athonite) 
 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος α΄ 

Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ 

στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σου 

Σῶµα, ἀνέστης τριήµερος Σωτήρ, δωρούµενος 

τῷ κόσµῳ τὴν ζωήν· διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάµεις τῶν 

οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σοι ζωοδότα. Δόξα τῇ 

Ἀναστάσει σου Χριστέ, δόξα τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, 

δόξα τῇ οἰκονοµίᾳ σου, µόνε φιλάνθρωπε. 

 

 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 

Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ 

τοῦ ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς 

τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ 

Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς 

σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε 

Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 

 

 

Κοντάκιον Ἦχος πλ. δ΄ 

Τῇ ὑπερμάχῳ στρατηγῷ τὰ νικητήρια, ὡς 

λυτρωθεῖσα τῶν δεινῶν, εὐχαριστήρια, 

ἀναγράφω σοι ἡ Πόλις σου, Θεοτόκε· ἀλλ᾿ ὡς 

ἔχουσα τὸ κράτος ἀπροσμάχητον, ἐκ παντοίων 

με κινδύνων ἐλευθέρωσον ἵνα κράζω σοι· Χαῖρε, 

Νύμφη ἀνύμφευτε. 

 
  
  

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 1 

The stone had been secured with a seal by the Ju-

deans, * and a guard of soldiers was watching 

Your immaculate body. * You rose on the third 

day, O Lord * and Savior, granting life unto the 

world. * For this reason were the powers of heav-

en crying out to You, O Life-giver: * Glory to 

Your resurrection, O Christ; * glory to Your king-

dom; * glory to Your dispensation, only One who 

loves mankind. 

 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the 

revelation of the mystery which was hidden from 

eternity. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s 

Son, and Gabriel announces the grace of this 

Good News.  Let us also join with him, calling to 

the Theotokos:  Rejoice, O Woman full of grace; 

the Lord is with you. 

 

Kontakion. Mode pl. 4 

O Champion General, I your city now inscribe to 

you * triumphant anthems as the tokens of my 

gratitude, * being rescued from the terrors, O The-

otokos. * Inasmuch as you have power unassaila-

ble, * from all kinds of perils free me so that unto 

you * I may cry aloud: Rejoice, O unwedded 

Bride. 

 
  

Apolytikion   

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



5th Sunday of Lent - Annunciation of the Theotokos 

Κυριακή Ε΄Νηστειών - Ευαγγελισμός της Θεοτόκου 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: LUKE 1:24-38 
 

I 
n those days, Elizabeth the wife of Zacharias conceived and for five months she hid              
herself, saying, "Thus the Lord had done to me in the days when he looked on me, to take 
away my reproach among men." In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was              

Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Hail, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you! Blessed are you among women!" But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end." And Mary said to the            
angel, "How shall this be, since I have no husband?" And the angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy, the Son of God. 
 
And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible." And Mary said, 
"Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." And the angel             
departed from her. 
 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

THE READING IS FROM  

ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 2:11-18 
TODAY’S EPISTLE READER: JEROD SPETSERIS 

 

PROKEIMENON: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my savior. 

VERSE: For He has regarded the humility of  His servant. 

B 
RETHREN,  he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all one origin. That is 
why he is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, "I will proclaim thy name to my 
brethren, in the midst of the congregation I will praise thee." And again, "I will put my 
trust in him." And again, "Here am I, and the children God has given me. Since therefore 

the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same nature, that through 
death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who 
through fear of death were subject to lifelong bondage. For surely it is not with angels that he is               
concerned but with the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in     
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make expiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered and been tempted, he is 
able to help those who are tempted.  

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 29 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



ACOLYTES GROUP THREE 
 Robert Weimar Evangelos Katsoudas 
 Gus Karas  Alexandros Katsoudas 
 George Poulos  Alexander Vastakis 
 Ian Alexander  Nicholas Vastakis 
 John Syribeys  Nicko Kostopoulos 
 Nick Karas  Theo Pappas 

The following Parish Council members are on duty for services this week: 
 

Group: St. Gregory the Theologian 
 

  Chris Adams  Tom McBride III  Stacie Nefos 
  Constance Nagle George Karolis   Dimitri Shreckengost 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated 
(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith.  To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing 
with the Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the 
Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper               
preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession,               
reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about 
this, please speak with the clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy                 
Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first. Thank you. 

HANDMAIDEN’S GROUP THREE 

 Phoebe Franklin Alexis Vallianatos 
 Christina Pribas Deedee Kostopoulos 
 Elena Karas  Elli Moraitakis 
 Zoe Franklin  Renna Moraitakis 

“Salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, 
the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the               
armor of light” Romans 13:11 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
 

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 
 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 


