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Sunday, July 2nd, 2017 – Κυριακή, 2α Ἰουλίου 2017 
4th Sunday of Matthew  -   Κυριακή Δ΄ Ματθαίου 

Despotion of the Precious Robe of the Theotokos, Juvenal Patriarch of Constantinople, 
John Maximovitch Archbishop of San Francisco, Juvenal the Protomartyr of America & Alaska 

 

 

Deposition of  the Precious Robe                                                  
of  the Theotokos in Blachernae 

During the reign of  Leo the Great (457-474) two patricians and brethren on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land lodged with an old widow, a Christian of  Jewish 
descent. Seeing the many miracles wrought at a small shrine in her house, they 
pressed her until she revealed to them that she had raiment of  the most holy 
Theotokos kept in a small coffer. Our Lady had had two virgins in her lifetime 
who attended upon her; before her holy dormition, she gave each of  them one 
of  her divine garments as a blessing. This old widow was of  the family of  one 
of  those two virgins, and it had come through the generations into her hands. 
With the permission of  God, that this holy relic might be had for the profit of  

many, the two men took the garment by stealth and brought it to Blachernae near Constantinople, 
and building a church in honor of  the Apostles Peter and Mark, they secretly enshrined the garment 
therein. But here again, because of  the multitude of  miracles that were worked, it became known to 
the Emperor Leo, and a magnificent church was built, as some say, by that same Leo, but according 
to others, by his predecessors Marcian and Pulcheria, and enlarged by Leo when the holy raiment 
was found. The Emperor Justin the Younger completed the church, which the Emperor Romanus 
IV Diogenes raised up immediately again after it had burned in 1070. It burned again in 1434, and 
from that time it remained a small house of  prayer together with the renowned holy spring. After 
the seventh century, the name Blachernae was given to other churches and monasteries by their pi-
ous founders out of  reverence for this famous church in Constantinople. In this church John Cata-
cuzene was crowned in 1345; also, the Council against Acindynus, the follower of  Barlaam, was con-
voked here (see the Second Sunday of  the Great Fast).  

 

(From the Website of  the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of  America) 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον, Ἦχος γ΄ 
Εὐφραινέσθω τὰ οὐράνια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τὰ ἐπίγεια, 
ὅτι ἐποίησε κράτος, ἐν βραχίονι αὐτοῦ, ὁ Κύριος, 
ἐπάτησετῷ θανάτῳ τὸν θάνατον, πρωτότοκος τῶν 
νεκρῶν ἐγένετο, ἐκ κοιλίας ᾅδου ἐρρύσατο ἡμᾶς, 
καὶ παρέσχε κόσμῳ τὸ μέγα ἔλεος. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Θεοτόκου Ἦχος πλ. δ' 
Θεοτόκε ἀειπάρθενε, τῶν ἀνθρώπων ἡ σκέπη, 
Ἐσθῆτα καὶ Ζώνην τοῦ ἀχράντου σου σώματος, 
κραταιὰν τῇ πόλει σου περιβολὴν ἐδωρήσω, τῷ 
ἀσπόρῳ τόκῳ σου ἄφθαρτα διαμείναντα· ἐπὶ σοὶ 
γὰρ καὶ φύσις καινοτομεῖται καὶ χρόνος· διὸ 
δυσωποῦμέν σε, εἰρήνην τῇ οἰκουμένῃ 
δωρήσασθαι, καὶ ταῖς ψυχαῖς ἡμῶν τὸ μέγα ἔλεος. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ  Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ 
Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 
 

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος β' 
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, 
μεσιτεία πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀμετάθετε. Μὴ παρίδῃς 
ἁμαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς 
ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡμῶν, τῶν πιστῶς 
κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ 
σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, 
Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιμώντων σε.  
 
  

Resurrectional Apolytikion  Mode 3 
Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on 
earth be glad. For with His Arm the Lord has worked 
power. He trampled death under foot by means of 
death; and He became the firstborn from the dead. 
From the maw of Hades He delivered us; and He 
granted the world His great mercy. 
 

Apolytikion of the Theotokos Mode pl. 4 
Ever-virgin Theotokos, the shelter of mankind, you 
have given to your City as a protective wall the 
clothing and garment that you wore on your immac-
ulate body. By your seedless childbirth, they have 
remained incorrupt. For in you both nature and time 
are made novel. Therefore we implore you, grant 
peace to your commonwealth, and great mercy to our 
souls. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church  Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the rev-
elation of the mystery which was hidden from eterni-
ty.  The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and 
Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News.  Let 
us also join with him, calling to the Theotokos:  Re-
joice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode 2 
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to 
our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the 
prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come 
to us, for you are good; your loving help bring unto 
us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to inter-
cede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for 
all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you.  
 
  

Apolytikion   

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



4th Sunday of Matthew 
Κυριακή Δ΄ Ματθαίου 

 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING IS FROM: ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 9:1-7 
 
 

PROKEIMENON:  My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my savior. 

VERSE:    For He has regarded the humility of His servant. 

B 
RETHREN, the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly 
sanctuary. For a tent was prepared, the outer one, in which were the 
lampstand and the table and the bread of  the Presence; it is called the 
Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent called the Holy of  

Holies, having the golden altar of  incense and the ark of  the covenant covered on all 
sides with gold, which contained a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's rod 
that budded, and the tables of  the covenant; above it were the cherubim of  glory 
overshadowing the mercy seat. Of  these things we cannot now speak in detail. These 
preparations having thus been made, the priests go continually into the outer tent, 
performing their ritual duties; but into the second only the high priest goes, and he 
but once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself  and for the 
errors of  the people.  
 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 8:5-13 

A 
t that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to 
him, beseeching him and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at 
home, in terrible distress." And he said to him, "I will come and heal 
him." But the centurion answered him, "Lord, I am not worthy to have 

you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I 
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, 
and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this,' and he does it." 
When Jesus heard him, he marveled, and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I say 
to you, not even in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east 
and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of  heaven, 
while the sons of  the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will 
weep and gnash their teeth." And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; be it done for you 
as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that very moment.  
 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 19 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



ACOLYTES GROUP FOUR 

 Jack McClure James Kostopoulos 
 Jack Demos  Nikolaos Odenwelder 
 John Xides  Michael Costopoulos 
 Manoli Pappas Matthew Davis 
 Teddy Gassert William Adams 
 Yianni Pothoulakis 

Demetri Hadjisimos  Read Davis  Nickitas Demos 

 Irene Fotos     Stephen Georgeson  Greg Koutrelakos 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated (confirmed) 
in the Orthodox Faith.  To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church                
spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be               
without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must 
be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the 
proper fasting.  If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the clergy.  Women should remove 
all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly                      
approach first.  Thank you. 

HANDMAIDENS GROUP FOUR 

Callie McBride  Callie Davis 
Elli Moraitakis  Isabella De Leon 
Mela Xides   Natalia De Leon 
Paraskevi Baker  Renna Moraitakis 

"For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, 

but the doers of the law who will be justified."  - (Romans 2:13)   
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