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Weekly Worship Guide of The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, Atlanta, Georgia
Sunday, February 3, 2019 – Κυριακή, 3 Φεβρουαρίου 2019 

16th Sunday of  Matthew - Κυριακή ΙΣΤ΄Ματθαίου 
Simeon the Righteous and Anna that Prophetess, and the Prophet Azarias 

The Holy Martyrs Euvoulos, Vlassios, Voucholos, Paul and Simon, The Righteous Father Claudius 
 

 

Today is "Souper Bowl of  Caring” Sunday! 
A second offering tray will be passed to benefit the U.S. Humanitarian Programs of  IOCC. 

 Please make checks payable to: IOCC 
 
 

 

Today we Honor our Participants at the Hellenic Dance Festival! 
Congratulations to our dancers for their hard work, dedication and commitment in preparing for 

HDF.  The Troups Asteria (Middle School), Yi Anemos & Fotia (YAF, High School) and Palioparea 
(Adults) all  received Silver for their performances. The Best Costume award in the Senior division 
went to our YAF boys for their Thraki costume.  Our little ones in Arkoudakia and Pyrotechnimata 

did a fantastic job during their exhibition performances. They proudly represented our Cathedral and 
we look forward to watching these dancers grow in our program.  

 

The Righteous Simeon the God– Receiver 
Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver was, according to the testimony of  the holy 
Evangelist Luke, a just and devout man waiting for the consolation of  Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him (Luke 2:25). Saint Simeon lived in expectation of  the 
Promised Messiah. One day, the righteous Elder received a revelation from the Holy 
Spirit, and came to the Temple. It was on the very day (the fortieth after the Birth of  
Christ) when the All-Pure Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph had come to the Temple in 
order to perform the ritual prescribed by Jewish Law. When Saint Simeon beheld 
their arrival, the Holy Spirit revealed to him that the divine Child held by the All-
Pure Virgin Mary was the Promised Messiah, the Savior of  the world. The Elder 
took the Child in his arms and said, “Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, 

according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the 
face of  all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of  Your people Isra-
el” (Luke 2:29-32). Simeon blessed the All-Pure Virgin and Saint Joseph, and turning to the Mother 
of  God he said, “Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of  many in Israel, and for a 
sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through your own soul also, that the 
thoughts of  many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35). The holy Evangelist continues: “And 
there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of  Phanuel of  the tribe of  Aser. She was of  a great 
age, and had lived with a husband for seven years from her virginity; and she was a widow of  about 
eighty-four years, who did not leave the temple, but served God with fasting and prayers night and 
day. And coming at that very hour, also gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of  Him to all those who 
looked for redemption at Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36-38). The holy righteous Simeon the God-Receiver 
died at a great age. His holy relics were transferred to Constantinople in the sixth century.  

(From the Website of the Orthodox Church of America) 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος γ΄ 
Εὐφραινέσθω τὰ οὐράνια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τὰ ἐπίγεια, 
ὅτι ἐποίησε κράτος, ἐν βραχίονι αὐτοῦ, ὁ Κύριος, 
ἐπάτησε τῷ θανάτῳ τὸν θάνατον, πρωτότοκος τῶν 
νεκρῶν ἐγένετο, ἐκ κοιλίας ᾅδου ἐρρύσατο ἡµᾶς, 
καὶ παρέσχε τῷ κόσµῳ τὸ µέγα ἔλεος. 
 
  

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἑορτῆς. Ἦχος α' 
Χαῖρε κεχαριτωµένη Θεοτόκε Παρθένε· ἐκ σοῦ γὰρ 
ἀνέτειλεν ὁ Ἥλιος τῆς δικαιοσύνης, Χριστὸς ὁ 
Θεὸς ἡµῶν, φωτίζων τοὺς ἐν σκότει. Εὐφραίνου 
καὶ σὺ Πρεσβύτα δίκαιε, δεξάµενος ἐν ἀγκάλαις 
τὸν ἐλευθερωτὴν τῶν ψυχῶν ἡµῶν, χαριζόµενον 
ἡµῖν καὶ τὴν Ἀνάστασιν. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ 
Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 
 
 

Κοντάκιον Ἦχος α' 
Ὁ µήτραν παρθενικὴν ἁγιάσας τῷ τόκῳ σου, καὶ 
χεῖρας τοῦ Συµεὼν εὐλογήσας ὡς ἔπρεπε, 
προφθάσας καὶ νῦν ἔσωσας ἡµᾶς Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός. 
Ἀλλ' εἰρήνευσον ἐν πολέµοις τὸ πολίτευµα, καὶ 
κραταίωσον Βασιλεῖς οὓς ἠγάπησας, ὁ µόνος 
φιλάνθρωπος. 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 3 
Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on 
earth be glad. For with His Arm the Lord has worked 
power. He trampled death under foot by means of 
death; and He became the firstborn from the dead. 
From the maw of Hades He delivered us; and He 
granted the world His great mercy. 
 

Apolytikion of the Feast. Mode 1 
Lady full of grace, rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, for 
Christ our God, the Sun of righteousness has risen 
from you and He illumined those in darkness. And 
you, righteous Elder, be glad in heart, receiving in 
your embraces the One who liberates our souls and 
bestows on us the Resurrection. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the rev-
elation of the mystery which was hidden from eterni-
ty. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and 
Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News. Let 
us also join with him, calling to the Theotokos: Re-
joice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 
 

Kontakion. Mode 1 
You sanctified the virginal womb by Your birth, O 
Lord, and blessed the hands of Symeon fittingly, O 
Christ God; and even now You came and saved us. 
Now, give peace to our Nation in time of war, and 
empower our Leaders, so loved by You, the only one 
who loves humanity. 

Apolytikia 

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



16th Sunday of Matthew—Κυριακή ΙΣΤ΄Ματθαίου 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING IS FROM:  
ST. PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 6:1-10 

READER: DEE DEE KOSTOPOULOS 
 

PROKEIMENON:  SING PRAISES TO OUR GOD, SING PRAISES. 
VERSE:   CLAP YOUR HANDS, ALL YOU NATIONS. 
 

B 
rethren, working together with him, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he 

says, "At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation." Be-

hold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any 

one's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend 

ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, 

tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, 

truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in 

honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, 

and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always re-

joicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: LUKE  

T 
he Lord said this parable: "A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his 
property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and 
he made five talents more. So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who 

had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five 
talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, 
I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.' And he also who had the two talents came forward, 
saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.' His master said to him, 
'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into 
the joy of your master.' He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I 
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You wick-
ed and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? 
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what 
was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every 
one who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will 
be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their 
teeth." As he said these things he cried out: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"  
 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



 Irene Fotos  Noula Zaharis   George Karolis 

 Stacie Nefos  George Katsoudas  Ned Biehler 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated (confirmed) in the      
Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church spiritually (for             
example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their 
hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination 
of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further   
questions about this, please speak with the clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy             
Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

“Come to Him and be enlightened,  

and your face shall never be shamed”  

          Psalm 33 (34):6 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 

WELCOME EVERYONE! 
Welcome everyone! We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshiping with us today in our Cathedral.  

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy in Carlos Hall next to 
the Church. Thank you for your visit!  Please stop by our hospitality table and sign the register in the Narthex. 

ACOLYTES GROUP ONE HANDMAIDENS GROUP ONE 

Alexia Spetseris  
Anastasia Zaharis 
Emily De Leon 
Helen Laszlo 
Isabella De Leon 
 
 
 

Natalia De Leon 
Patricia Jackson 
Phoebe Franklin 
Zoe Franklin 

Alex Simitses 
Athanasios Grivakis 
George Laszlo 
Jerod Spetseris 
John Jackson 
Lucas Karatassos 
 
 

Matthew Simitses 
Michael Costopoulos 
Pano Karatassos 
Peter Soulimiotis 
Robby Keenan 
Yanni Pothoulakis 


