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Weekly Worship Guide of The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, Atlanta, Georgia
Sunday, February 24, 2019 – Κυριακή, 24 Φεβρουαρίου 2019 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son    Κυριακή του Ασώτου 
The First and Second Finding of the Venerable Head of John the Baptist. 

Today’s Memorial 
Service can be found on p. 127 of the Divine Liturgy Book 

6 Month Memorial for Pete (Panagiotis) A. Poulos (Poulokefalos) 
Coffee Hour Sponsored In Loving Memory of Pete A. Poulos by his Family 

 

40 Day Blessing 
Daughter of Joseph & Eleni Minock 

 

Sunday School Class Presentations Today: 
2nd Grade "Letters to God" 

3rd Grade "Through the Eyes of a Child" 
4th Grade "Growing with God"  

5th Grade "God Calls Us" 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son  
by St. John of Kronstadt 

I will arise and go to my father (Luke 15:18) 
 Brethren! All our attention must be centered on the parable of the Prodigal Son. 
We all see ourselves in it as in a mirror. In a few words the Lord, the knower of hearts, 
has shown in the person of one man how the deceptive sweetness of sin separates us from 
the truly sweet life according to God. He knows how the burden of sin on the soul and 
body, experienced by us, impels us by the action of divine grace to return, and how it ac-
tually does turn many again to God, to a virtuous life. […] This is how the heavenly Fa-
ther acts toward us. He does not bind us to Himself by force if we, having a depraved and 
ungrateful heart, do not want to live according to His commandments, but He allows us 
to depart from Him, and to know by experience how dangerous it is to live according to 
the will of one’s heart, to know what an agonizing lack of peace and tranquility tries the 
soul, devoted to passions, by what shameful food it is nourished. For what can be more 
shameful than the food of the passions? God forbid that anyone remain forever in this separation from God. To 
be far from God is true and eternal perdition. Say in you heart with full determination, I will arise and go to my 
Father, and in fact, go to Him. And just as you manage to say these words in your heart; just as you decide firm-
ly to live according to His will, He will immediately see that you are returning to Him. He is always not far from 
every one of us (Acts 17:27), and will immediately pour His peace into your heart. It will be suddenly so light 
and pleasant for you, as it is, for example, for a bankrupt debtor when they forgive his debts, or as pleasant as it 
is to a poor man whom they suddenly dress in fine clothes or offer a seat at a rich table. At the same time take 
notice, brethren, that as many forms as there are of sins or passions, so also are there return paths to the heavenly 
Father. Every sin or passion is a path to a country far from God. […] Take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be 
overburdened with self-indulgence and drunkenness, and cares of this life (Luke 21:34), and use the words of the 
repentant prodigal son: We have sinned before Thee, and are no longer worthy to be called Thy sons. Receive 
us, even as hirelings. And He surely will receive us back as children. Amen. 
 

(Fragment of the Sermon of St. John of Kronstadt, on the Parable of the Prodigal Son.  
Originally printed in Orthodox Life, Vol. 39 No. 1, January-February 1989) 

Today is "Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Sunday"  
While we are blessed & thankful for all of our wonderful teachers all year, today we recognize them for 

their commitment, their time and their love of our faith that they share with our children each week. 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος πλ. β  ́
Ἀγγελικαὶ Δυνάµεις ἐπὶ τὸ µνῆµά σου, καὶ οἱ 
φυλάσσοντες ἀπενεκρώθησαν, καὶ ἵστατο Μαρία ἐν 
τῷ τάφῳ, ζητοῦσα τὸ ἄχραντόν σου σῶµα. 
Ἐσκύλευσας τὸν ᾍδην, µὴ πειρασθεὶς ὑπ' αὐτοῦ, 
ὑπήντησας τῇ Παρθένῳ, δωρούµενος τὴν ζωήν, ὁ 
ἀναστὰς ἐκ των νεκρῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Προδρόμου. Ἦχος δ' 
Ἐκ γῆς ἀνατείλασα ἡ τοῦ Προδρόµου κεφαλή, 
ἀκτῖνας ἀφίησι τῆς ἀφθαρσίας, πιστοῖς τῶν ἰάσεων, 
ἄνωθεν συναθροίζει, τὴν πληθὺν τῶν Ἀγγέλων, 
κάτωθεν συγκαλεῖται, τῶν ἀνθρώπων τὸ γένος, 
ὁµόφωνον ἀναπέµψαι, δόξαν Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ. 
 
 

Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιμημένων. Ἦχος πλ. δ' 
Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου καὶ 
ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον·οὐδεὶς γὰρ 
ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος καὶ τοῖς 
μεταστασι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ 
Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 
 

Κοντάκιον Ἦχος γ ' 
Τῆς πατρῴας, δόξης σου, ἀποσκιρτήσας ἀφρόνως, 
ἐν κακοῖς ἐσκόρπισα, ὅν µοι παρέδωκας πλοῦτον· 
ὅθεν σοι τὴν τοῦ Ἀσώτου, φωνὴν κραυγάζω· 
Ἥµαρτον ἐνώπιόν σου Πάτερ οἰκτίρµον, δέξαι µε 
µετανοοῦντα, καὶ ποίησόν µε, ὡς ἕνα τῶν µισθίων 
σου. 
 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode pl. 2 
When the angelic powers appeared at Your grave, 
the soldiers guarding it feared and became as dead. 
And standing by the sepulcher was Mary who was 
seeking Your immaculate body. You devastated 
Hades, not afflicted by it. You went to meet the vir-
gin, and granted eternal life. You resurrected from 
the dead. O Lord, glory to You. 
 

Apolytikion of the Forerunner. Mode 4 
The Forerunner's head has risen once again from the 
earth; * it sends forth the brilliant rays of incorrup-
tion and cures to the faithful all. * Above it has as-
sembled the arrays of the Angels; * below it calls the 
human race to gather together. * In unison we offer 
up glory to Christ our God. 
 

Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4 
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, 
and forgive every sin they have committed in this 
life. For no one is sinless except You, Who have 
power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the rev-
elation of the mystery which was hidden from eterni-
ty. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and 
Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News. Let 
us also join with him, calling to the Theotokos: Re-
joice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode 3 
I revolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * 
I have squandered sinfully * all of the riches You 
gave me.* Hence to You, using the Prodigal's words, 
I cry out,* I have sinned before You, merciful loving 
Father.* O receive me in repentance, * I pray, and 
treat me * as one of Your hired hands. 

Apolytikia 

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



Sunday of  the Prodigal Son 
Κυριακή του Ασώτου 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING IS FROM:  
ST. PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 4:6-15 

READER: PETE CONSTANTINIDES 
 

PROKEIMENON:  THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL REJOICE IN THE LORD. 
VERSE:   OH GOD, HEAR MY CRY. 
 

B 
rethren, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every 
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 

but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in 
our bodies. For while we live we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit of faith as he 
had who wrote, "I believed, and so I spoke," we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord 
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace 
extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: LUKE 15:11-32 

T 
he Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his fa-
ther, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.' And he divided his living between them. 
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and 
there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine 

arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that coun-
try, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the 
swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired 
servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 
me as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father 
saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his serv-
ants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found.' And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to 
him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.' 
But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these 
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might 
make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you 
killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was 
fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"  
 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



 Irene Fotos   Noula Zaharis   George Karolis 

 Stacie Nefos   George Katsoudas  Ned Biehler 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated (confirmed) in the      
Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church spiritually (for             
example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their 
hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination 
of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further   
questions about this, please speak with the clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy             
Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

“Come to Him and be enlightened,  

and your face shall never be shamed”  

          Psalm 33 (34):6 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 

WELCOME EVERYONE! 
Welcome everyone! We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshiping with us today in our Cathedral.  

You are invited to join us for our fellowship, following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, in Carlos Hall next to 
the Church. Thank you for your visit!  Please stop by our hospitality table and sign the register in the Narthex. 

ACOLYTES GROUP FOUR HANDMAIDENS GROUP FOUR 

Andreanna Kitas 
Bella Reynolds 
Christina Pribas 
Gabriella Mayes 
Natalia Nicolaides 
 
 
 

Paraskevi Baker 
Reece Hughes 
Remy Hughes 
Sophia Vallianatos 

Alexander Redd 
Jack Demos 
Jack McClure 
John Syribeys 
John Xides 
Manoli Pappas 
 
 

Matthew Davis 
Nicolas Adams 
Niko Reynolds 
Niko Tiliakos 
William Adams 
Yanni Kitas 


