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Sunday After Nativity - Κυριακή Μετά τήν Χριστοῦ Γέννησιν 
Joseph the Betrothed, David the King and Prophet, James the Brother of our Lord, The Righteous Martyr Anysia,  

Gideon the Righteous of Tyrnovo,  Philetaeros the Martyr, the Righteous Father Leo the Archimandrite 

Sunday after Nativity 
On the Sunday that falls on or immediately after the twenty-sixth of this month, we make commemoration 
of Saints Joseph, the Betrothed of the Virgin; David, the Prophet and King; and James, the Brother of 
God. When there is no Sunday within this period, we celebrate this commemoration on the 26th. Saint 
Joseph (whose name means "one who increases") was the son of Jacob, and the son-in-law - and hence, as 
it were, the son - of Eli (who was also called Eliakim or Joachim), who was the father of Mary the Virgin 
(Matt. 1:16; Luke 3:23). He was of the tribe of Judah, of the family of David, an inhabitant of Nazareth, a 
carpenter by Trade, and advanced in age when, by God's good will, he was betrothed to the Virgin, that he 
might minister to the great mystery of God's dispensation in the flesh by protecting her, providing for her, 
and being known as her husband so that she, being a virgin, would not suffer reproach when she was 
found to be with child. Joseph had been married before his betrothal to our Lady; they who are called Je-

sus' "brethren and sisters" (Matt. 13:55-56) are the children of Joseph by his first marriage. From Scripture, we know that 
Saint Joseph lived at least until the Twelfth year after the birth of Christ (Luke 2:41-52); according to the tradition of the Fa-
thers, he reposed before the beginning of the public ministry of Christ. The child of God and ancestor of God, David, the 
great Prophet after Moses, sprang from the tribe of Judah. He was the son of Jesse, and was born in Bethlehem (whence it is 
called the City of David), in the year 1085 before Christ. While yet a youth, at the command of God he was anointed secretly 
by the Prophet Samuel to be the second King of the Israelites, while Saul - who had already been deprived of divine grace - 
was yet living. In the thirtieth year of his life, when Saul had been slain in battle, David was raised to the dignity of King, 
first, by his own tribe, and then by all the Israelite people, and he reigned for forty years. Having lived seventy years, he re-
posed in 1015 before Christ, having proclaimed beforehand that his son Solomon was to be the successor to the throne. The 
sacred history has recorded not only the grace of the Spirit that dwelt in him from his youth, his heroic exploits in war, and 
his great piety towards God, but also his transgressions and failings as a man. Yet his repentance was greater than his trans-
gresssions, and his love for God fervent and exemplary; so highly did God honour this man, that when his son Solomon 
sinned, the Lord told him that He would not rend the kingdom in his lifetime "for David thy father's sake" (III Kings 12:12). 
Of The Kings of Israel, Jesus the Son of Sirach testifies, "All, except David and Hezekias and Josias, were defec-
tive" (Ecclus. 49:4). The name David means "beloved." His melodious Psalter is the foundation of all the services of the 
Church; there is not one service that is not filled with Psalms and psalmic verses. It was the means whereby old Israel praised 
God, and was used by the Apostles and the Lord Himself. It is so imbued with the spirit of prayer that the monastic fathers of 
all ages have used it as their trainer and teacher for their inner life of converse with God. Besides eloquently portraying every 
state and emotion of the soul before her Maker, the Psalter is filled with prophecies of the coming of Christ. It foretells His 
Incarnation, "He bowed the heavens and came down" (Psalm 17:9), His Baptism in the Jordan, "The waters saw Thee, O 
God, The waters saw Thee and were afraid" (76:15), His Crucifixion in its details, "They have pierced My hands and My 
feet .... They have parted My garments amongst themselves, and for My vesture have they cast lots" (21:16, 18). "For My 
thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink" (68:26), His descent into Hades, "For Thou wilt not abandon My soul in Hades, nor wilt 
Thou suffer Thy Holy One to see corruption" (15:10) and Resurrection, "Let God arise and let His enemies be scat-
tered" (67:1). His Ascension, "God is gone up in jubilation" (46:5), and so forth. 

(From the website of  the Orthodox Church of  America) 

Today’s Memorial 
40 Day Memorial for Nick Loumakis  

We welcome Fr. Demetrios Bathrellos of Athens, Greece, 
who will be serving Divine Liturgy today.  

He serves in the Metropolis of Mesogaias and Laureotikes and teaches Theology in Cambridge. 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος πλ. β΄ 
Ἀγγελικαὶ Δυνάµεις ἐπὶ τὸ µνῆµά σου, καὶ οἱ 
φυλάσσοντες ἀπενεκρώθησαν, καὶ ἵστατο Μαρία ἐν 
τῷ τάφῳ, ζητοῦσα τὸ ἄχραντόν σου σῶµα. 
Ἐσκύλευσας τὸν ᾍδην, µὴ πειρασθεὶς ὑπ' αὐτοῦ, 
ὑπήντησας τῇ Παρθένῳ, δωρούµενος τὴν ζωήν, ὁ 
ἀναστὰς ἐκ των νεκρῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἑορτῆς. Ἦχος δ' 
Ἡ Γέννησίς σου Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡµῶν, ἀνέτειλε τῷ 
κόσµῳ τὸ φῶς τὸ τῆς γνώσεως· ἐν αὐτῇ γὰρ οἱ τοῖς 
ἄστροις λατρεύοντες, ὑπὸ ἀστέρος ἐδιδάσκοντο, σὲ 
προσκυνεῖν, τὸν Ἥλιον τῆς δικαιοσύνης, καὶ σὲ 
γινώσκειν ἐξ ὕψους ἀνατολήν. Κύριε δόξα σοι. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῶν Θεοπατόρων.Ἦχος β ' 
Εὐαγγελίζου Ἰωσήφ, τῷ Δαυῒδ τὰ θαύµατα τῷ 
Θεοπάτορι· Παρθένον εἶδες κυοφορήσασαν, µετὰ 
Μάγων προσεκύνησας, µετὰ Ποιµένων 
ἐδοξολόγησας, δι' Ἀγγέλου χρηµατισθείς. Ἱκέτευε 
Χριστὸν τὸν Θεόν, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡµῶν. 
 

Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιμημένων. Ἦχος πλ. δ' 
Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου καὶ 
ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον·οὐδεὶς γὰρ 
ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος καὶ τοῖς 
μεταστασι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος 
μετὰ σοῦ. 
 

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος γ΄ 
Ἡ Παρθένος σήµερον, τὸν ὑπερούσιον τίκτει, καὶ ἡ 
γῆ τὸ Σπήλαιον, τῷ ἀπροσίτῳ προσάγει. Ἄγγελοι 
µετὰ Ποιµένων δοξολογοῦσι. Μάγοι δὲ µετὰ ἀστέρος 
ὁδοιποροῦσι· δι' ἡµᾶς γὰρ ἐγεννήθη, Παιδίον νέον, ὁ 
πρὸ αἰώνων Θεός. 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode pl. 2  
When the angelic powers appeared at Your grave, the 
soldiers guarding it feared and became as dead. And 
standing by the sepulcher was Mary who was seeking 
Your immaculate body. You devastated Hades, not af-
flicted by it. You went to meet the virgin, and granted 
eternal life. You resurrected from the dead. O Lord, 
glory to You. 
 

Apolytikion for the Feast. Mode 4 
Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of 
knowledge to rise upon the world. For therein the wor-
shippers of the stars were by a star instructed to wor-
ship You, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You 
as Orient from on high. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Apolytikion for the Fathers. Mode 2 
Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, 
O Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You glorified 
with the shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. 
And you were warned by an Angel. Entreat Christ God 
to save our souls. 
 

Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4 
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, 
and forgive every sin they have committed in this life. 
For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to 
grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the revela-
tion of the mystery which was hidden from eternity. 
The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and Gabriel 
announces the grace of this Good News. Let us also 
join with him, calling to the Theotokos: Rejoice, O 
Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode. 3 
On this day the Virgin gives * birth to the Super-
essential. * To the Unapproachable, * earth is provid-
ing the grotto. * Angels sing and with the shepherds 
offer up glory. * Following a star the Magi are still pro-
ceeding. * He was born for our salvation, a newborn 
Child, the pre-eternal God. 

Apolytikion         

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



Sunday After Nativity—Κυριακή Μετά τήν Χριστοῦ Γέννησιν 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING IS FROM:  
ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS 1:11-19 

READER: SOPHIA PAPPADAKIS 
 

PROKEIMENON:  GOD IS WONDERFUL AMONG HIS SAINTS. 
VERSE:   BLESS GOD IN THE CONGREGATIONS. 
 

B 
rethren, I would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's gospel. For 
I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and 
tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so 

extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me apart before I was born, 
and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I 
went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles 
except James the Lord's brother.  

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 2:13-23 

W 
hen the wise men departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
"Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him." And he rose and took the child and his mother by 
night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 

the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt have I called my son." Then Herod, when he saw that he 
had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethle-
hem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained 
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in 
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because 
they were no more." But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 
child's life are dead." And he rose and took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when 
he heard that Archelaos reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being 
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that 
what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazarene." 

 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



 Demetri Hadjisimos    Despina Lamas                Ted Kipreos  

 Irene Fotos            George Koulouris  Greg Koutrelakos 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated (confirmed) in the      
Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church spiritually (for             
example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their 
hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination 
of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further   
questions about this, please speak with the clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy             
Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

“Offer the sacrifices of  righteousness, 
And put your trust in the LORD.” Psalm 4:5 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 

WELCOME EVERYONE! 
Welcome everyone! We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshiping with us today in our Cathedral.  

You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy in Carlos Hall next to 
the Church. Thank you for your visit!  Please stop by our hospitality table and sign the register in the Narthex. 

ACOLYTES GROUP THREE HANDMAIDENS GROUP THREE 

Anastasia Lamas 
Anastasia Panos 
Elena Karas 
Elianna Vallianatos 
Renna Moraitakis  
 
 
 

Elli Moraitakis  
Nicolette Moraitakis 
Penelope Melissas 

Alexander Vastakis 
Alexandros Katsoudas 
Christopher Harakas 
Evangelos Katasoudas 
George Poulos 
Gus Karas 
 
 

Nicholas Vastakis 
Nick Karas 
Niko Skiouris 
Teddy Gassert 
Ian Alexander 


