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Palm Sunday: He Comes in Humility—Saint Andrew of Crete

Let us go together to meet Christ on the Mount of Olives. Today He returns from Bethany and proceeds of His own
free will toward His holy and blessed passion, to consummate the mystery of our salvation.

He who came down from heaven to raise us from the depths of sin, to raise us with Himself, we are told in Scripture,
above every sovereignty, authority and power, and every other name that can be named, now comes of His own
free will to make His journey to Jerusalem. He comes without pomp or ostentation. As the psalmist says: He will not
dispul’re or raise his voice to make it heard in the streets. He will be meek and humble, and He will make His entry in
simplicity.

Let us run to accompany Him as He hastens toward His passion, and imitate those who met Him then, not by
covering His path with garments, olive branches or palms, but by doing all we can to prostrate ourselves before Him
by being humble and by trying to live as He would wish. Then we shall be able to receive the Word at His coming,
and God, whom no limits can contain, will be within us.

In His humility Christ entered the dark regions of our fallen world and He is glad that He became so humble for our
sake, glad that He came and lived among us and shared in our nature in order to raise us up again to Himself. And
even though we are told that He has now ascended above the highest heavens — the proof, surely, of His power and
godhead — His love for man will never rest until He has raised our earthbound nature from glory to glory, and made
it one with His own in heaven.

So let us spread before His feet, not garments or soulless olive branches, which delight the eye for a few hours and
then wither, but ourselves, clothed in His grace, or rather, clothed completely in Him. We who have been baptized
into Christ must ourselves be the garments that we spread before Him. Now that the crimson stains of our sins have
been washed away in the saving waters of baptism and we have become white as pure wool, let us present the
conqueror of death, not with mere branches of palms but with the real rewards of His victory.

Let our souls take the place of the welcoming branches as we join today in the children’s holy song: Blessed is He
who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the king of Israel.

Excerpt from a Palm Sunday sermon (Oratio 9 in ramos palmarum: PG 97, 990-994) by Saint Andrew of Crete



Order of Hymns Following The Small Entrance
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Apolytikion of the Feast. Mode 1.
To confirm the general resurrection before Your
Passion, You resurrected Lazarus from the dead, O
Christ our God. Therefore imitating the children,
carrying the symbols of victory, we cry out to You the
Victor over death: "Hosanna in the highest! Blessed

are You, the One, who comes in the name of the
Lord."

Another Apolytikion. Mode 4.
We were buried with You through Baptism, O Christ
our God, and thus by Your Resurrection we have
been granted immortal life, and extolling You we cry
aloud, "Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are You, the
One who comes in the name of the Lord."

Kontakion. Mode pl. 2.

Automelon.
In heaven upon the throne, on earth upon the colt, *
You were carried, O Christ our God; * and the praise
of the Angels, and the hymns of the children, You
received as they cried to You, * "Blessed are You, the
One, who is coming to call Adam back again."

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 39 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK
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Epis’rle (St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 4:4-9)

Reader: John Mars

PROKEIMENON: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
VERSE: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His mercy endures foever.

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The
Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you.

Gospel (John 12:1-18)

Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazaros was, whom Jesus had raised from the
dead. ¥here they made him a supper; Martha served, and Lazaros was one of those at table with him.
Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet
with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his
disciples (he who was to betray him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii
and given to the poor2" This he said, not that he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as
he had the money box he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it
for the day of my I)uriol. The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me."

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus
but also to see Lazaros, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put
Lazaros also to death, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in
Jesus.

The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So
they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israell" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat
upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's
colt!" His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered
that this had been written of him and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when
he called Lazaros out of the tomb and raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the
crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 51 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Reminders for Receiving Holy Communion
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and/or chrismated
(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy éommunion one must be in good standing with the
Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all
must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy
Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy
Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions about this, please speak with the
clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy Communion.
Thank you.



Support our Cathedral

Welcome, everyone!

We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshipping with us today in our Cathedral.
You are invited to join us for our fellowship, following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy
in Carlos Hall next to the Church. Thank you for your visit! Please stop by our hospitality
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giving, make a quick donation, and more.
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