
 OTHER INFORMATION 
Rehearsals are scheduled through the Cathedral Office at (404) 633-7358. 
A fee of $50.00 must be paid to the Cathedral Wedding Rehearsal Director 
before the day of the wedding.  Beyond the wedding rehearsal the couple may 
choose to hire a wedding coordinator for other needs. 
 

Bride’s Room: Damage deposit of $100.00. Returned after the wedding if 
the room is left in proper order. (Please assign someone to be responsible for 
leaving the room in order.) 
 

A list of approved organists is available.  Any other organist must contact 
the Cathedral Office.  Hymns to be played must be approved by the 
Clergy. (See Attached Metropolis of Atlanta Protocol about music.) 
 

If the photographer has never photographed in the Cathedral, they must 
contact the Cathedral Office. (See attached letter for photographer.) 
 

The Cathedral will be open two hours prior to your wedding for setup 
and one hour after your wedding ceremony. 
 

Decorations on pews may be placed or tied with ribbon.  A damage fee 
will be collected if any décor is glued, stapled, etc. 
 

A carpet runner must be used if real flower petals are thrown by the 
flower girl. 
 

Please refrain from bare shoulders during the ceremony. 
 

If you would like the Clergy to attend the reception, please plan to invite 
them as you would invite your other guests. 
 

If you are planning to hand out any kind of pamphlet or brochure, please 
let the Clergy review it to check its accuracy before it goes to the printer. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Cathedral Office at 
 

(404) 633-7358 or via e-mail office@atlgoc.org. 
 
May God’s blessings be upon you as you plan for your wedding 

and your new life together!  Congratulations!!! 

The Holy Sacrament 
of Marriage 

Rev. Father Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
Rev. Father Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 

 
The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation 

2500 Clairmont Road, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia  30329 

 
Phone: 404-633-7358              Fax: 404-633-6018 
www.atlgoc.org                               office@atlgoc.org 



Congratulations on your upcoming wedding.  Listed below are some 
important pieces of information which may be helpful to you in prepa-
ration for your Orthodox wedding.  If you have any questions feel free 
to contact the Cathedral Office at any time! 
 

PRE-MARITAL SEMINAR (MANDATORY) 
After securing your wedding date and time the first step in the wed-
ding process is to attend a pre-marital seminar.  You must register for 
the seminar by completing the form in this packet and mailing it to the 
Cathedral Office.  The Premarital Seminar is divided into 4 Parts.  
Part I—The main focus is on the Sacrament of Marriage and the role of 
Christ in marriage.  You will also receive a notebook during this class 
that will be used for all the parts of the seminar. 
Part II—The main focus is on communication within the context of 
marriage. 
Part III A and III B Meetings with Fr. Paul and Fr. Christos—This 
may seem a little intimidating, but the priests would like to meet you 
and get to know you as a couple.  They want to begin a pastoral rela-
tionship with you as a couple, to minister to your needs.  Please call 
them and schedule your meeting with each of them. A follow up meet-
ing will be scheduled as needed.  During the meeting with Fr. Christos 
you will fill out the Marriage License paperwork . (Please note the 
Marriage License paperwork must be completed at least two 
months before the wedding to allow for proper processing time.)  
Please bring the following items with you: 
 

1. Baptismal Certificates or Transcripts (Bride and Groom) 
2. If previously married, Legal Divorce papers are required. If a for-

mer spouse has died, a death certificate must be presented 
 (Bride and or Groom) 
3. If married in the Orthodox Church and divorced, Ecclesiastical 

Divorce papers are required. (Bride and or Groom) 
4. If married civilly, civil paperwork is required from that wedding. 

(Bride and or Groom) 
5. At the wedding rehearsal or before the day of the wedding the 

prospective bride and bridegroom must furnish one of the 
priests with a civil marriage license, which is obtained from 
the local jurisdiction. 

 

OTHER ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE WEDDING 
Crowns (Stephana) 
Two rings 
Two candles 
Other items may be furnished for the service including koufeta,  
Silver tray, etc. 

THE ORTHODOX SPONSOR (Koumbaro/Koumbara) 
1. The Sponsor must be at least 12 years of age and of the Orthodox 

faith. 
2. The Sponsor is covered under family stewardship until age 21 at 

which time he or she is expected to assume his or her individual 
obligation.  Current members of the Cathedral must have a cur-
rent year stewardship pledge of at least $300.00 to be a sponsor. 

3. If the Sponsor is married, he or she is covered under the spouse’s 
stewardship. 

4. If the Sponsor is married, his or her marriage must have been 
blessed in the Orthodox Church. 

5. If the Sponsor is divorced, he or she must have an Ecclesiastical 
divorce. 

6. If the Sponsor is a member of another parish, he or she must fur-
nish a letter of good standing from the parish Priest certifying 
his or her stewardship status and eligibility to be a Sponsor. 

Please have all of these requirements completed at least two (2) 
months before the wedding.  

RESERVING THE DATE (Please note that the financial obliga-
tion must be completed at least 30 days before the wedding) 

1. In order to reserve the date for your wedding and to be officially entered 
into the parish calendar, you must be a member in good standing. If you 
are already attending church on a regular basis, participating in the Sac-
ramental life and have demonstrated ongoing financial support by being 
a Steward of the Church, then you are a member in good standing and 
there is no fee for use of the Cathedral. (There is a direct fee of $250 
for use of the Metropolis Chapel).  

2. If you do not meet the criteria above, and you have not demonstrated 
ongoing financial support by being an active Steward and member, then 
in order to reserve your wedding date, the fee is $1,000 for the Cathedral. 
If you would choose to have your wedding at the Metropolis Chapel, the 
fee is $1,000, plus an additional $250 Chapel usage fee. Your fee will also 
enroll you as a Steward of the Cathedral and a member in good standing 
for the current year. Please contact the Cathedral Office to reserve your 
date and fulfill your obligation. Please contact the Cathedral Office to 
make all your arrangements. 

3. A fee of $50.00 must be paid to the Chanter before the day of the wed-
ding. 

4. A fee of $50.00 must be paid to the Cathedral Wedding Rehearsal Direc-
tor before the day of the wedding. 

5. If the bride or groom is a member of a parish other than the Annuncia-
tion Cathedral, his (her) parish Priest must be asked to furnish a letter 
of good standing regarding his (her) Stewardship status and spiritual 
standing. 


