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         In the presence of the Ecumenical Patriarch and 

the Members of the Holy and Sacred Synod, the new 

Archbishop of America, Elpidophoros, appeared to-

day, May 11th at noon, to accept his election by way 

of the Lesser Minima. 

 The Ecumenical Patriarch addressed the new Arch-

bishop of America: 

  “All of us know that the Great Church of 

Christ, as a true Mother, embraces with affection and 

care all her spiritual children throughout the world, 

where they live, work, and excel. Thus, in regard to 

the great Eparchy of the Throne in America, we, and 

the Hierarchs of the Holy Synod, have been con-

cerned and have numerous times discussed at length 

its problems during the last sessions of the Synod, 

seeking ways to improve 

the situation and restore 

the Holy Archdiocese of 

America to its former glo-

ry. And now, since its pri-

mate, Archbishop Deme-

trios, has submitted his 

resignation, due to the 

urgency of the situation, 

we sought to find a wor-

thy successor who would 

be able to bring back 

good order to the life and 

function of the Archdiocese, inspire confidence in the 

flock of the Archdiocese to the Church, strengthen 

the bonds of the flock with our Holy Patriarchate, 

and make the Patriarchate proud again of its greatest 

Eparchy, which today is in need and is suffering. 

             “To this end, Most Reverend Archbishop of 

America, we are looking to your love as a young and 

dynamic Hierarch. For you are, well educated, a man 

of languages, active and efficient, dedicated to Moth-

er Church, in whose bosom you grew up and where 

you were schooled in the things of the Church, and 

initiated into the mystery of the Church. We  look to 

entrust upon you this great and difficult task, with 

the certainty that you will succeed, that you will hon-

or the vote and confidence of the Hierarchs of the Ho-

ly Synod and the expecta-

tions of your Patriarch, 

who embraces you with 

paternal affection and re-

spects your values and de-

votion, which he was able 

to see in you during your 

lengthy ministry in this 

Holy Patriarchal Court 

under our command.”  

          Subsequently, His 

All Holiness emphasized 

that the new Archbishop 
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knows the issues of America and even of Europe, 

and added: 

          “You are an academician, a teacher with zeal 

and knowledge, and you will be able to rebuild the 

Theological School of Holy Cross, which is going 

through difficult times, and also collaborate with 

American Universities for the promotion of our his-

torical learning and our cultural inheritance.  

            We expect from you to strengthen the holy 

bonds of your Archdiocese with the Center of our 

ecclesiastical foundation, to organize pilgrimages 

here from time to time, as your predecessor Iakovos 

of blessed memory used to do, to come back here 

often to keep us informed, be re-baptized in our 

springs of spirituality, and collaborate with the com-

petent Synodical Committee for problems you may 

encounter there from time to time. 

            You will cultivate good brotherly relation-

ships with our heterodox brothers – for you have 

been involved in the ecumenical movement for a 

long time – but also with other faiths, with Muslims 

and Jews, with whom the Ecumenical Patriarchate 

has been in academic dialogue for many years. Your 

experience and knowledge of Islamic societies and 

their culture will be especially useful.  

            Brother Archbishop of America, you have 

many, too many things to do and offer. And you can! 

We trust you and send you off with good hopes and 

expectations. You must glorify the Throne of your 

Eparchy, but also this Holiest and Martyred Throne, 

which raised you, nurtured you, and honors you to-

day in an exceptional way.  

            May you excel as an Archbishop of love, of 

peace, of humility and of unity. Axios! 

 In his response, the new Archbishop of America ex-

pressed to the Ecumenical Patriarch and to the Mem-

bers of the Holy and Sacred Synod his wholehearted 

gratitude for his election. 

             “Your All-Holiness and Master, I feel the 

great responsibility which Mother Church places 

upon my shoulders, beyond the great honor and con-

fidence by which Your Holiest Person embraced me 

even today in the Synod. As Your spiritual child, as 

a newly-planted olive tree in the Patriarchal Court, 

as the least vine of the spreading grapevine of the 

Ecumenical Throne, and even as a simple sunflower, 

I shall ever have my eyes turned toward You, the 

August First of Orthodoxy, for only in this way shall 

I be able to bear fruit, for I know that only around 

Your Altar shall I yield a harvest, and cut off from 

this life-giving Vine of the Great Church, I shall risk 

being cut off and thrown into a fire of ingratitude 

and destruction.  

            “I promise, Your All-Holiness, at this holy 

and solemn moment, as also do the rest of the Arch-

pastors of the Ecumenical Throne, that this great Ep-

archy of the Throne, the Holy Archdiocese of Ameri-

ca and her Metropolises, shall be girt with the robe 

of ministry to Mother Church, the Omogeneia here, 

the apostolic work of the Eparchies of the Throne, 

and every other need of the Holy Center of Ortho-

doxy. Because we all know that if the vine brings 

fruit, it is on account of the vineyard, to which it is 

connected. If the olive tree is rich with fruit, it ac-

quires this value because it is planted around the 

Holy Altar of the Phanar. When the sunflower blos-

soms and yields fruit, it is on account of the light of 

the Sun of Orthodoxy, the Ecumenical Throne. With 

these humble thoughts, in infinite gratitude I accept 

the position on today’s date on which we celebrate 

the inauguration of Constantinople. I thank God, the 

Giver of all creation, the Most Holy Theotokos Who 

guards this Holy City of the Lord and I thank Your 

Divine All-Holiness, my Sovereign and Master, be-

cause from my youth you shaped me, who was the 

least, with much patience, love, and skill, and bene-

fitted me as no one else. I thank the Reverend Holy 

Hierarchs, the Members of the Holy and Sacred Syn-

od, who honored me profusely with their honorable 

vote and confidence in my humble person.” 

  Afterwards, in the Patriarchal Church of Saint 

George, in the presence of the Synodical Hierarchs, 

the Patriarchal Court, and also other clergymen and 

lay pilgrims, the new Archbishop of America cele-

brated the Service of the Greater Minima, during 

which his election was announced in church, and he 

responded with the text of Thanksgiving for the 

election of his person by the Church, accepting the 

position in a state of emotion and gratitude. 

  After the completion of the Greater Minima, 

Archbishop Elpidophoros accepted the congratulato-

ry wishes of all present.           
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When Sts. Paul and Silas were traveling together 
spreading the Good News of Salvation, they faced 
many difficult situations.  

They were constantly threatened because of the 
work they were doing for the Lord, and in many in-
stances, those threats were carried out. They were 
beaten with rods, whipped, stoned, chained, impris-
oned and yet, as we read in the Epistle lesson from 
the Book of Acts 16:16-34, they continued to praise 
God.  In this particular instance, Sts. Paul and Silas 
were put into prison in the city of Philippi because 
they spoiled the livelihood of some men. These men 
owned a slave woman who had powers of divina-
tion/fortune telling. She was the Psychic/palm read-
er of her time and was making a 
lot of money for her owners. 

For many days, however, she fol-
lowed Sts. Paul and Silas declar-
ing them to be “servants of the 
Most High God,” proclaiming sal-
vation. St. Paul finally got an-
noyed and said to the spirit, “I 
charge you to come out of her.” It 
came out of her immediately. The 
owners, seeking revenge, brought 
Sts. Paul and Silas to the Roman 
authorities and accused these 
Jews of disturbing the city. The 
two saints were then thrown into 
the inner prison, (into maximum 
security), which means that 
chains were put on their hands, 
feet and around their necks. 

In the Book of Acts chapter 16, 
verse 25, we hear how Sts. Paul 
and Silas handled their situation. At about mid-
night, “they were praying and singing hymns to 
God.” As the other prisoners were listening to them, 
there was a great earthquake and the chains fell off 
them. Instead of running to safety, Sts. Paul and Si-
las remained in their cell. They were knowledgeable 
and sensitive to the Roman law, which stated that if 
a prisoner escapes, the jailer must suffer the penalty 
the prisoner would have suffered. As the jailer woke 
up, he panicked. He had been sleeping on the job. 
He drew his sword and was about to kill himself, 
when the Saints said, “Do not harm yourself, for we 
are all here.” The jailer called for lights and with 

fear and trembling, he knelt before St. Paul and St. 
Silas and said, “Men, what must I do to be saved?” It 
is as if he already knew that God was the cause of 
freeing the prisoners. He was sure that the shaking 
of the earth was not just Mother Nature, but in this 
circumstance, God shook off the chains from the 
Saints who were imprisoned. Therefore, when this 
man says he wants to be saved, he knew exactly 
what he was asking. He was not fearful of losing his 
livelihood or his life for being negligent in his job 
performance, but rather he feared the awesomeness 
of God. He also knew the consequences of believing 
and embracing Jesus Christ as the Son of God and 
Savior. Working in the jail, he saw many times over 
what happened to those who rejected paganism and 

the Roman Emperor himself.  

Sts. Paul and Silas, we are told, 
responded by continuing the 
Lord’s work through their mis-
sionary efforts. They taught the 
jailer about the Lord and shared 
the scriptures with him. That 
same night the jailer took the 
Apostles to his home and washed 
their wounds. Then, he and his 
whole family were immediately 
baptized. After the Holy Sacra-
ment of Baptism, they did what we 
continue to do today, they all ate 
together and “he rejoiced with all 
his household that he had believed 
in God.”  

Many questions come to mind in 
our lives daily. Most of those ques-
tions begin with the words, what, 
how and why.  When this jailer 

asked, “what must I do to be saved?” He most likely 
did not realize the magnitude the answer to his 
question would take on. Sts. Paul and Silas told him, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” It 
sounds simple enough, but there is so much more to 
the Saints’ answer to the jailer’s question.  

Understanding salvation amongst all Christians may 
be the single most dividing issue today. As Orthodox 
Christians when we hear the word “saved” or the 
verse “just believe and you are saved”, we under-
stand that this requires much more than a verbal 
acknowledgement. We do not view 

Continues on page 6 
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salvation only as a matter of going to heaven or hell 
some day. Nor is it instant deliverance or a final 
binding agreement between us and God in this life. 
If we view being saved as only a future event at the 
end of our lives, we deprive ourselves from God con-
tinuing to act in our lives in every moment and in-
stance. If we can say right now that our salvation is 
guaranteed, why would we need God? Why would 
we pray? Why would what we say or do matter? 
Easy salvation sounds very appealing. We all would 
prefer a salvation guarantee, but for us Orthodox 
Christians salvation is a lifelong journey: a journey 
in which our Faith provides for us all the needs we 
require along the way. Salvation is a process, which 
encompasses not only the whole earthly life of the 
Christian, but also the eternal life of the age to 
come. It is often described in terms of three stages—
catharsis (purification), theoria (illumination) and 
theosis (becoming godlike). We are called to cooper-
ate with God through a life of repentance and partic-
ipation in the Holy Sacraments. The sole purpose of 
Orthodox Christianity is the salvation of every hu-
man person, uniting him/her to Christ in the 
Church, transforming him/her in holiness, and im-
parting eternal life. This is the Gospel, the good 
news, that Jesus is the Messiah, that he rose from 
the dead, and that we may be saved as a result. So if 
we are asked whether or not we have a personal re-
lationship with Christ, our answer must be an em-
phatic “yes!”, but our relationship is not isolated 
from the rest of the faithful. Salvation takes place 
within the Church. In the Church, we do not exist as 
mere individuals but as members of the Body of 
Christ. My life is the life of Christ. What happens to 
me is essential to what happens to all the members 
of the Body and what happens to the members of 
the Body is essential for what happens to me. Their 
life is my life.  

Sts. Paul and Silas sang hymns 
and praised God together as 
members of the Church. Each did 
not go into their own corner. We 
need each other for our salvation 
and we must believe this is true. 

In our daily struggles, there are so 
many things that we need to be 
saved from now. A few things that 
come to mind are boredom, emp-
tiness and anxiety. It appears that 
we have an insatiable appetite for 
technology. Part of the reason for 
this is our boredom and trying to 
fill a void in our minds and our 
souls.  

His Eminence, former Archbish-

op of America, Demetrios pointed this out at an 
Archdiocesan Council Meeting in Boston in 2013. 
He said that too much technology harms us. Our 
memories diminish. Our language skills weaken. 
Our personal encounters with each other are re-
duced and we become trapped in technology. It is 
said that if you cannot be “Googled” you do not ex-
ist.  

Reliance on technology has definitely had a personal 
impact on me. There was a time when I memorized 
so many telephone numbers of my parishioners. 
Now I barely can remember my cell number. So, 
how do we balance using the technology of our day 
and remain fulfilled?  

If we are experiencing emptiness, boredom and anx-
iety, we can all receive healing and find inner peace. 
How is this possible? The Apostle Paul reassures us 
that God will hear our prayers, he says, “Have no 
anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which passes all understanding will keep your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7). In 
Romans, St. Paul says, “Nothing can separate us 
from the love of God…”(Romans 8:39). In addition, 
Jesus comforts us with His words reminding us, 
“Whoever lives and believes in Me…, he will pass 
from death to life.” (John 5:24: read at Orthodox 
Funeral Service). Our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
His Church of which He is the Head, can save us 
from the despair and anxiety of our time.  

For this to occur, we must acquire an insatiable de-
sire for God. Like the jailer, we must be willing to do 
whatever it takes to be saved. We must believe first 
and be baptized. Beyond the receiving of the Baptis-
mal Certificate, we must continue our spiritual pil-

grimage. As parents and Godparents, 
our responsibility begins by bringing 
our children to church on a constant 
and consistent basis. They must 
learn to love God. We must speak 
good things to them regarding Or-
thodoxy and the Church so that they 
experience the blessings of the avail-
able throughout their entire life.  

It took an earthquake for the jailer to 
commit himself to Christ. We should 
not wait for a disaster and then 
scramble to find God. Each of us 
must ask the same question the jailer 
posed to Sts. Paul and Silas, “What 
must I do to be saved?” The answer, 
when we understand it, in its most 
complete and full Orthodox meaning 
is “Believe in the Lord Jesus.” Amen!  
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Many of the most memorable, most-loved char-

acters in television history originated from the en-

tertainment genre called science fiction. In fact, 

some of the most successful films and television 

shows are science fiction. 

One particularly successful television show in 

the science fiction genre is Star Trek. Star Trek 

gives us a way to imagine a world that might exist 

beyond this world. It shows us what humanity can 

be like when it puts its petty differences aside and 

learns to work for the common good. The show 

takes place in the 23rd and 24th centuries. As one 

would expect, it depicts the 

heavy use of technology. 

Some of this technology is 

futuristic, meaning it has not 

yet been invented in real life, 

and some of the technology is 

common to us today. Howev-

er, one of the most interest-

ing pieces of technology that 

the sci-fi world of Star Trek 

introduces to us is the univer-

sal translator. This piece of 

technology allows one person 

to speak in their language 

and another person to under-

stand that person in their language. For example, 

in the television series, Klingons (an alien race for 

those who are unfamiliar with the series) speak a 

language called Klingonize. Humans don’t under-

stand them; but through the use of the universal 

translator, a Klingon can speak Klingonize and 

humans can understand them in English (or 

Greek, or whatever other language that we hu-

mans speak). 

At this point you are probably thinking, 

“Father Christos had one too many drinks last 

night.” A normal reaction, since you may not un-

derstand what Star Trek and the universal transla-

tor have to do with the feast of Pentecost. Perhaps, 

that is the same way the people surrounding the 

Apostles felt when the Holy Spirit came down up-

on them and they started to speak in all the lan-

guages of the earth. 

The fictional universal translator builds a lan-

guage bridge of sorts—enabling the Star Trek 

characters to understand the alien “gibberish” be-

ing spoken, thus opening communication between 

the different species. Similarly, it was necessary at 

this point in God’s plan for the Word to be com-

municated to all nations, in 

all languages.  

At that time, Jerusalem was a 

main trade city and mer-

chants from many Roman 

Empire nations passed 

through with their goods. 

Parthians, and Medes, and 

Elamites, and the dwellers in 

Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, 

and Cappadocia, in Pontus, 

and Asia, Phrygia, and Pam-

phylia, in Egypt, and in the 

parts of Libya about Cyrene, 

and strangers of Rome, Jews 

and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we do hear 

them speak in our tongues the wonderful works 

of God. (Acts 2:9-11) 

Each one of them heard the Holy Apostles 

speaking "as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 

2:4) in their own mother tongue. Moreover, obvi-

ously, for all the others that could not understand, 

it was gibberish. 

You can appreciate why the crowd erupted in 

confusion, because everybody understood their 

own language but not the others. Did they need a 

universal translator? No…because an important 

thing was happening: Each individual person un-

Continues on page 8 
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derstood, for himself or herself, the message of the 

Apostles. Christ the Word, the Logos, was given 

personally to every person present through the 

very familiar means of the mother tongue. 

This is the moment when it is revealed to the 

world that Jesus Christ has a new chosen nation. 

The people of Israel betrayed Him, and now He is 

preparing for Himself a new nation sharing not 

one language, but one Holy Spirit. This holy na-

tion of God is the Church, and Pentecost is its 

birthday. 

Christ is the Head of 

this Church and we, His 

people, are its body. The 

Holy Spirit is the One that 

unites humanity with God 

and men with each other. 

The nation of God is 

made not just out of the 

people of Israel, not just 

of people of the same 

origin, but of people shar-

ing one baptism and one 

faith in Jesus Christ the 

Savior. 

The Holy Spirit is the 

One Who continues the 

works of Jesus Christ in 

this world; He is the One 

Who created the Church, 

and the One Who keeps it 

together. He is the One 

Who brings new members 

into the Church, giving 

them the light of the faith. Through the Holy Spir-

it, the Church was formed, lives and grows. 

Saint Simeon the New Theologian said, "Like 

the candle, full with oil, and with a fresh wick, 

does not shed light without being lit with fire, in 

the same way the soul is extinguished and dark 

until it is touched by the light and Grace of the 

Holy Spirit." 

This is why we need the Holy Spirit in us, so 

He can plant the seed of salvation and make it 

grow and shine within us. For this, He has to come 

down to each of us; He has to humble Himself and 

come down to our human level so we can be taken 

up to His heavenly place. 

However, there’s one thing we should remem-

ber: the Holy Spirit will not force anyone to be-

come a citizen of the Kingdom of God.  

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 

man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 

in to him, and will sit with him, and he with me. 

(Rev. 3:20) 

Salvation is not something 

that is imposed on us, nor 

is it predestined. It is our 

choice. In Jerusalem, the 

Holy Spirit came down 

upon the twelve Apostles 

because they were ready to 

receive Him. They were 

prepared by the words of 

Christ. They spread the 

same words to the nations 

and, when ready, each na-

tion in turn received or 

will receive the Holy Spir-

it. At the sermon of Peter, 

which happened immedi-

ately following the de-

scent of the Holy Spirit, he 

preached about Christ! He 

spoke of Him as the Mes-

siah and quoted the books 

of Psalms and Joel to 

prove his point. After this 

sermon, we saw that 3000 

people received the baptism of Christ (Acts 2:41). 

And that was only the beginning. 

The second sermon of St. Peter saw 5000 people 

baptized (Acts 4:4). No small feat! And from that 

point on, there was no stopping the belief in 

Christ as our Savior, Redeemer, and Benefactor.   

As mentioned, salvation is personal. It is up to 

each of us to accept the Holy Spirit and to take up 

our personal Cross and follow Christ. Christ re-

spects our right to choose—our free will—but our 

free will is not manifested in our power to choose 

Continues on page 9 
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which movie we'll see tonight or which wine we’ll 

order at a French restaurant, or even which sci-fi 

show we’ll choose to watch (although by now you 

should know which sci-fi show I like best). Our 

free will is fully manifested in choosing the right 

path of salvation, revealed to us in the Church by 

the Holy Spirit. Free will is to freely choose a life 

in Christ. 

I know that sometimes following Christ is 

hard: fasting can be difficult; standing in Church, 

painful; and praying may feel too long and boring. 

However, I am sure that in those moments when 

we feel the Holy Spirit filling our hearts with joy, 

we forget all that is harsh and difficult and remem-

ber only the joy of being united with God, even 

for a brief moment. 

Science fiction shows, of course, do not fill us 

with the joy that comes from God, but they can 

make us think about what our lives could be. If 

we fill our lives with the Holy Spirit, we can focus 

on the prize that awaits us at the end of our earth-

ly struggle: entrance into the Kingdom of God. 

Everything else is irrelevant. Focusing our life on 

Christ would put the world of Star Trek to shame 

since a life with Christ is what we all aspire to   

obtain. 

We should never forget that we always have 

with us the most powerful ally: the Holy Spirit. 

He completes everything that is lacking and       

assists us to strive for spiritual perfection, just as 

our Father in heaven wants us to be.  

We ask the Holy Spirit to come into our lives 

in the following prayer: 

“Heavenly King, Comforter, the 

Spirit of truth, everywhere present 

and filling all things, treasury of good 

things and Giver of life, come and 

dwell in us, and cleanse us of every 

stain, and save our souls, O Good 

One. Amen.” 

St. Justin Martyr, the First Christian Philosopher 
By Elias Lampropoulos 

 In the years following the day of Pentecost, 
Christianity quickly became a thriving community 

expanding day to day throughout the entire Ro-
man Empire. From the Book of Acts to the Book of 

Revelation we learn about the first steps of the 
Church being both a charismatical body and insti-

tution, under the instruction and guidance of the  
Holy Apostles. The distinctive attribute of the 

Christian Church was the Eucharistic-

Sacramental gathering of the faithful in which 
they were receiving the body of Christ, so that to 

remain in communion with their Redeemer.  
Thus, the Christian community united in one 
body, acquired the name Εκκλησία (Ecclesia, i.e. 

assembly) and began to grow vastly, bringing a 

new, vivid and life-changing testimony to an old 

world mostly bankrupted religiously, socially and 
ethically.  

 The growth of the Church, however, took 
place from its early stages with persecution. 

Around 30 AD and in 42 AD two severe waves of 

persecution occurred, ending with the stoning of 
St. Stephen the first Martyr and the beheading of 

St. James the Apostle. Thus, the old world first 
welcomed Christianity. The bishops who were or-

dained and appointed by the Apostles constituted 
the generation of the Apostolic Fathers. In their 

writings –mostly letters- they addressed local 
Churches and dealt with practical issues and pas-

toral advice. Unity, love and solidarity are the vir-

tues they underlined in their exhortations to the 
newly established Churches.  

 Around mid-second century AD, the gener-
ation of the Apostolic Fathers was coming to its 

end. Crowds of Christians were dying a martyr’s 
death, because of the notorious reputation of their 

religion. Both Roman authorities, as well as the 
Roman society, detested Christians. To the rulers, 
Christianity was a superstitio (superstition), a sep-

arate social group, potentially dangerous causing 
political instability. Moreover, the refusal of Chris-

tians to participate in the Imperial Cult and offer 
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sacrifice to the Emperor as he was divine, was 
considered disobedience to the State loyalty. For 

the Roman intellectual elite, Christianity was a 
gross superstition, definitely not as elegant as the 

Stoic or Neo-Platonic Philosophy, and its followers 
were practicing unspeakable things like cannibal-

ism (since they were eating the body and drinking 
blood), or incest (because they heard Christians 

calling each other “brother” or “sister”). As far as 

the Roman society was concerned, since Chris-
tians remained distinguished from all others, ab-

staining from public events and idolater sacrifices, 
they were blamed for misanthropy, i.e. hatred for 

other people.  
 The endeavor of defending the Church was 

taken over by a new generation of Christian intel-
lectuals, the Apologists. Unlike the Apostolic Fa-

thers, the Apologists addressed 

non-Christians and tried 
through their writings to give 
an account (apologia) on behalf 

of the beliefs, ethos, and prac-
tices of Christians.  

 The most significant fig-
ure of the Apologetic Literature 

was definitely St. Justin the 
Martyr and Philosopher. His 

two titles convey, in a rather 
descriptive way, his contribu-

tion to the Christian cause; as 
Philosopher, he expressed in an 

articulate and adequate way 

the principles of Christianity 
and as Martyr, gave a bold tes-

timony of his faith. 
 He was born in Palestine 

in Flavia Neapolis (Nablus), 

around 110 AD. His parents were Greeks and pa-
gans. Thus, Justin grew up in a paganistic envi-

ronment and left his house for studies. He went to 
Athens to study Philosophy and after several fail-

ures to find an inspiring teacher in various philo-
sophical schools he ended up at Plato’s Academy. 

His great passion for knowledge made him a Pla-
tonic Philosopher.   One day, while isolated for 

contemplation, he met an old man and started a 

discussion with him. The old man, using the 
method of questions, used by Socrates convinced 

Justin that philosophical knowledge in general is 
insufficient to answer the most difficult questions. 

Only Christ, in His teachings holds an answer 
which can bring fullness to a restless mind.  

 Following that shaking experience, Justin 
dropped the Platonic Philosophy and was bap-

tized. The first apologetic treatise he wrote was a 

dialogue he had with a Jew, whose name was 
Trypho. In this dialogue, with much eloquence, he 

confronts all the Jewish refutations and proves 
how poor and stubborn these refutations were. 

 Later, he moves to Rome where he estab-
lishes his own School, the first Christian School of 

higher Education in history. At that time, on the 
imperial throne of Rome was Antonius Pius (138-

161 AD), who along with his son Lucius and his 

nephew/adopted son Marcus Aurelius claimed to 
be the “Philosopher Emperors”. Realistically 
speaking, judging by Marcus Aurelius’ Medita-
tions, their philosophical perspective was pathetic, 

but as Emperors they could claim to be whatever 

they wished.  
 Justin’s imperial sensitivity and interest in 

philosophy encouraged his writing of two Apolo-
gies, addressed to the Emperors 

personally. His goal was to pre-
sent Christian teachings in phil-

osophical terms. Indeed, in his 
works he lavishly offers to 

Christians intellectual argu-

ments to defend their faith 
against their persecutors.  His 

main argument is that the new 
testimony that Christianity 

brings is so dynamic that even-
tually it will prevail. That said, 

he did not try to oppose the Ro-
man State. Christians, in his 

apologies, are presented as 

model citizens of Rome. Their 
loyalty to the Emperor and to 

the State is their strength. 
Christians did not cause any 

riots as the Jews did, neither 
did they corrupt the society as the pagans did, nor 

did they deceive others like the “people who are 
only in guise philosophers” (1 Ap. 4). Christians, 

as Justin cries out in his apologies are killed, be-

cause they utter truths, which society is not eager 
to hear; the same truths, which also led Socrates 

to death.  
 It is not hard to imagine that Romans could 

not tolerate a gifted mind as Justin’s. Eventually, 
he was brought to martyrdom along with some of 

his students and died sometime after 160AD. His 

impact in the Early Christian period was enor-
mous. However, Christianity as a whole was not 

ready to accept his teachings that Plato, Socrates 
and Aristotle were sort of “Christians before 

Christ”. The justification of his teaching  would 
have to wait for the coming of the Cappadocian 

Fathers in the 4th century AD.  
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CONGRATULATIONS to Eleni Spring  

for earning her Master’s Degree  

in the field of  Electrical Engineering  

from the Georgia Institute of  Technology. 

 
 
 

BAPTISM 
Parents: William & Anthea Uptegrove  

Baby: Catherine (Aikaterini)  

Godparent: Michael Gulas 

 

Parents: Zachary & Anastasia Myrick Hughes 

Baby: Penelope  

Godparent: Sofia Detravlo 

 

Parents: Charles & Alexandra Blackhurst 

Baby: Eleni  

Godparent: Evan Papadakis 

 

Parents: Jennifer & Josh Boyd 

Baby: Zoe Irene (Zoe)  

Godparents: Read & Diane Davis 

 

WEDDINGS 
Jonathan Daniel Pelletier Jr. & Jenna Stewart 

Andy Berlo & Jessica Sloan 

 

Barbara V.  Makris  

 

 

 

 

 

WAYS TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH US 

  
  

“Like” us on Facebook                    “Follow” us on Twitter                          

www.facebook.com/atlgoc          www.twitter.com/atlgoc                                                                      
 

Visit our website www.atlgoc.org 

  
 

GOOFS BREAKFAST 
Every other Thursday at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Kafenion.  Open to everyone!!!   
Come join us for a full breakfast and great  
fellowship!  Full breakfast includes fruit,  

waffles and much more!  
Donation $5 per person.  
Hope to see you there! 

 

 

EAGLE SCOUT OPORTUNITIES 

If  you're an Eagle Scout candidate, 
please contact Annunciation Day 
School's Head of  School, Janet 

Brown at (404) 565-2850.  

 We will have several projects that can help 
you fulfill your Eagle Scout merit badges. 

PLACE AN AD IN THE  
ANNUNCIATOR! 

 
For Availability and Pricing, 

Please contact the Cathedral office 
today at 404-633-5870  

PARISH REGISTRY 
As of  May 26, 2019 

 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral                        

Accepting Online Donations! 

Click HERE for instructions on Guest Donations or click 

on one of the links below to Donate now.  

  

   
  

 

The Cathedral now has text messaging options! 

Please sign up when filling out your Stewardship Card   

http://www.atlgoc.org/documents/OnlineGivingRevised.pdf
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx?sn=103644
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=103644
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Sunday School Students:  Living Our Faith 

 Spring is always a very busy time for Sunday School! 

Our Parish Level Oratorical Finalist in the Senior Division, Athanasios Grivakis, participated in the Con-

ference Level Oratorical Competition.  He was a finalist, and will represent our Cathedral at the Metropo-

lis Level Competition in New Orleans, Louisiana.  Good Luck Athanasios! 

 Students and teachers participated in the Heretismi Services each 
Friday of Great Lent.  These are special services held to honor the Theoto-
kos.  At each Heretismi Service, small groups of students read the Psalms 
and chant hymns to the Theotokos and to Christ.  There are 4 Heretismi 
Services and the 5th service is the Akathistos Hymn.  These are beautiful 
services that should be attended by all ages.  This year, participation was 
very low, but we appreciate the students who were able to participate by 
presenting flowers to the Theotokos during the service:  George Adams, 
Colin Costopoulos, Anastasia Economy, Christina Economy, J W Godwin, 
Dimitri Katsadouros, Paulina Katsoudas, DeeDee Kostopoulos, Vasili 
Moody, Damian Pottinger, Eleni Starks, Evie Starks, Sophia Vallianatos.   
Sunday School students participated in the Sunday of Orthodoxy proces-
sion. It was new for our entire parish this year because we processed out-
side and went around the front circle as a parish family. It was a wonder-
ful experience. 
 On March 31st, PreKC-5th Grade students participated in the pro-
cession of the Holy Cross. Students carried handmade crosses, crosses 
from home and daffodils in the procession. 

 Saturday of Lazarus is a special 
day. In our Cathedral it has been a tra-
dition for families to attend the Divine Liturgy, go into Carlos Hall for 
breakfast, and make palm crosses for Palm Sunday. Many families en-
joyed the morning and made beautiful crosses that were blessed on 
Sunday and handed out to all parishioners. 
 On April 14th, our First 
Grade students received Bibles 

from the Kliossis Family - Sherry, Angelo, Kolin & Elliot.  The 
Kliossis family presents Bibles to each first grader every year, in 
memory of the daughter and sister Carolyn Kliossis.  May her 
memory be eternal. 
 Holy Week is filled with beautiful services each night and 
some afternoons. Students have opportunities to individually read 
the Psalms, Epistles and Prophecies during the services. 
 On Great & Holy Friday there are two services. During the 
afternoon service, 3rd and 4th grade girls served as Myrrophores. 
They anointed Christ’s tomb, the Epitaphion, with rose petals. 
During the evening service, the girls anointed Christ’s tomb and guarded the Kouvouklion as we processed 
around the Church. Our senior boys carried the Kouvouklion during the procession, and then held it over 
the front door of the Church as all parishioners re-entered. 
 As our school year comes to a close, remember that our Church has many opportunities for our 
youth to “Live Their Faith” throughout the year. In order to do this, students are encouraged to participate 
in as many events as they can. 
 Once you experience your faith, your faith becomes stronger. As we prepare to end this school year, 
we look forward to seeing all of our students in August when classes resume. Remember to “Live Your 
Faith” every day, in everything that you do. 
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Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen! 
Our Philoptochos chapter continues to be busy with many projects and activities.  
Diamond Anniversary Luncheon 
 Our chapter is especially excited about the upcoming “Diamond Anniversary Celebration” luncheon that is 
being held at the HCC on August 24, 2019. We will be celebrating our 75th Anniversary as a philanthropic organi-
zation!  What a great milestone! Seventy-five years of uninterrupted service and outreach to our parish family and 
to the greater Atlanta community.  Parishioners have received “Save the Date” postcards for this event. Be sure 
your calendars are marked! Formal invitations will be following!  We are so honored that Tim Tassopoulos, Presi-
dent and COO of Chick-fil-A will be our keynote speaker at the luncheon.  It will be a day to honor those who 
made the bold steps 75 years ago to be part of a women’s philanthropic group, celebrate our current membership 
who carries on their vision, and embrace the younger women who are stepping up to be the next generation of 
leadership! 
Stock the Pantry Food Drive!!  
 Last spring Philoptochos partnered with the Buckhead Christian Ministries to donate food items to stock 
their Food Pantry that serves hundreds of families in the Metro Atlanta area. BCM services 15 different zip codes 
in the city, one of which is our own 30329. Hunger has no boundaries.  BCM has changed their food request ap-
proach, to narrow it down for each organization that helps stock the pantry. This year they are asking for ONLY 
FOUR DIFFERENT ITEMS! 
The requested items are as follows: Please do not substitute anoth-
er item or size request. 

Canned tuna or canned chicken 
18 ounce jar of jelly. Any flavor is acceptable 
Boxed macaroni and cheese 
16 ounce bags of White Rice or Brown Rice 
 

Please bring your items to Carlos Hall. There will be boxes with 
signs on them for you to leave your donation. Last year we had an 
INCREDIBLE response to this food drive!!! Philoptochos members 
needed 6 cars, filled to the maximum, to deliver our food dona-
tions!  Many thanks to Vickie Klemis who is once again chairing 
this effort. Thanks to all parishioners for their continuing support! 

 
Georgia Center for Child Advocacy 
On April 18th of this year, several Philoptochos members attended a 
breakfast at Peachtree Road Methodist Church to support the work of the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy. 

 
This Center works for Child Advocacy and champions the needs of sexually and severely physically abused chil-

dren through prevention, intervention, therapy and collaboration.  They provide inter-
vention and therapy services to children under the age of 18.  In addition to learning 
more about the work of the Center, we heard the powerful  testimony  of a young wom-
an, who came from a loving California family, lived in a comfortable  home, and attend-
ed Emory University. Despite these obvious advantages, she became a victim of sex 
trafficking.  Our Philoptochos chapter is proud to have donated $1,000 to the Center in 
the past six months.  Many thanks to Vickie Kipreos for organizing Philoptochos at-
tendance. 
 
Lenten Soups, Koulouria and Red Eggs! 
Deepest appreciation is extended  to our parish family for purchasing  the delicious 
homemade soups, koulouria and beautiful Pascha red eggs that Philoptochos members 
made, baked and dyed!!  Your support enables us to continue our outreach of helping 
others! 
 
Many thanks to Presbytera Evi Kaplanis, Kiki Papadimitriou, Toni Taggart, Vickie 
Klemis, Dina Cook, Margaret Stewart, Bess Dimos  & Valine Georgeson  for their as-
sorted roles in these efforts. 
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Philoptochos Diamond Anniversary 
1944-2019 

Celebrating 75 years of faith, service and philanthropy 
 
 

On Saturday, August 24, 2019, the Cathedral Philoptochos will host a “Diamond  
Anniversary” luncheon to celebrate the 75th anniversary of our chapter. 
What a wonderful milestone and how appropriate for our community to celebrate 
it together! 
A committee has been appointed and is already at work planning the details for a  
beautiful event. 
Philoptochos is especially pleased and honored that Tim Tassopoulos, President, 
will be the keynote speaker. 
Tim has had a lifelong connection to our Cathedral Philoptochos chapter. His 
mother Georgia served as a Philoptochos board member for many years and 
chaired the Social Services Committee. 
All parishioners will be invited to attend and be part of this special day. Formal 
invitations will be sent. It would be especially meaningful to have 100% of our 
Philoptochos members be present! 
Going forward… 
Committee members will be reaching out to parishioners seeking to make copies 
of Philoptochos photographs and memorabilia.  
Philoptochos members will be asked to serve on event sub-committees. There are  
openings for all! 
We will also be communicating with all former Philoptochos presidents as well as  
family members of the presidents who are deceased.  For 75 years, our chapter has 
been blessed with women who accepted the challenge of leadership. It will be our 
hope to have all past presidents and the families of departed presidents at the  
Diamond Anniversary Celebration. 
In addition, we will be having a special celebration of our younger members!  We 
have many young women who have joined Philoptochos!  Yes! It’s true!  They are 
handling our social media, Instagram account, photography,  serving as board 
members, preparing treasury spreadsheets, assisting with Outreach and much 
more. We love their energy! 
Milestone celebrations do not happen every day, but when they do, it is important 
to enjoy and acknowledge them.  
They remind us not only where we have been, but also where we are going! 
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Philoptochos College Outreach has completed another successful year!  Orthodox students 
from all over the world attending college in the Metro Atlanta area were welcomed to our 
Annunciation Cathedral.  The students attended monthly luncheons, various parish events 
and a Christmas dinner at the home of Theo & Victor Economy.  The committee also sent 
greetings & gift cards to our Atlanta students at exam time.  

 
The goal of college outreach is to: Reach 
out to visiting college students, make 
them feel welcome in their new parish 
home, and keep them connected to Or-
thodoxy. This vital ministry goes beyond 
our Atlanta parish. Currently we have 
Philoptochos members throughout our 
Metropolis serving as College Outreach 
Contacts. Our vision is to have a national 
network, all working towards the goal of 
keeping students connected to Ortho-
doxy.  If you would like more information 
about Philoptochos College Outreach 
please contact Anna Kostopoulos at 
agkostopoulos4@gmail.com or 770-377-
7539.  
 
Philoptochos would like to thank the fol-
lowing individuals and organizations who 
contributed during the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year by hosting lunches, providing 
goody bags & making donations.  
 Arcadian Society 
 Dina Cook & Effie Moraitakis 
 Eugenia Costarides in memory of  
 Demetrios Costarides 
 Theo & Victor Economy 
 Evrytanian Association 
 Voula & Vassio Giannakopoulos 
 Pauline Giannakopoulos 
 Stacie Nefos 
 Christina & Victor Polizos 
 Jane Sigalos 

 
If you’d like to sponsor a lunch for 
the 2019 – 2020 school year, 
please contact Patty Vastakis at 
vastakis@bellsouth.net  

 

mailto:agkostopoulos4@gmail.com
mailto:vastakis@bellsouth.net
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Congratulations! 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

 

  Phaethon Constantinides  Senior in High School 

  Platon Constantinides  Oglethorpe University 

  Madeline Demos   Ball State University 

  Teddy Gassert    Guilford College 

  Athanasios Grivakis   Georgia Institute of Technology 

  Pano Karatassos   University of Alabama 

  Evangelos Katsoudas  Kennesaw State University 

  Robby Keenan    University of North Georgia 

  Peter Kessler    Columbia University 

  Jack McClure    Georgia College & State University 

  Marika Missailidis   Kennesaw State University 

  Christina Nastopoulos  University of South Carolina 

  Bella Reynolds    Elon University 

  Niko Skiouris    Kennesaw State University 

  Jerod Spetseris    Georgia Institute of Technology 

  Georgia Symbas   University of South Carolina 

  Spears Vavalides   Georgia State University 

   
 

 

 
 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  
  

Anna Mae Livaditis Memorial Scholarship ($2,000):  Evangelos Katsoudas 
Senior at Lakeside High School, he will be attending  

Kennesaw State University in the Fall 
  

Philoptochos Scholarship ($2,000):  Charles Stewart 
 Rising Sophomore, Currently attending Gordon State College 
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 ` Agia Ekaterini and Golden Group hosted our April Luncheon, and we all enjoyed the delicious 

Lenten lunch catered by Athens Kouzzina. Golden Group attendees donated 34 Easter baskets that were 

distributed to children by the St. John the Wonderworker Orthodox Church in Grant Park. Our speaker, 

Fr. Paul Kaplanis, gave an enlightening presentation about the Apostles.  We learned many interesting 

facts about these special people who were selected to learn and share the true faith.  Although many of 

us may be more familiar with the first twelve Apostles, and the seventy others our Lord Jesus Christ  

selected and sent out in pairs to preach the Gospel, Fr. Paul explained that we don't know exactly how 

many Apostles there actually were. “Their supreme duty was to bear witness to Him; to teach the world 

how He lived, what He said, Who sent Him and why He came.”  We appreciated Father's inspirational 

message about the Apostles, especially while on our spiritual journey during Great Lent.  

 Our dinner event on Thursday, 

May 9, was an evening to remember.  

Echoes of Athens and the Danaos and 

Laconian Societies generously treated us 

to a savory feast catered by Community 

BBQ.  Stacy Nefos delighted us with  

refreshingly delicious margaritas.  Vickie 

Henson, the creator and host of a compet-

itive round of “Name that Tune”, tested 

our knowledge of Greek and American 

songs.  Golden Group attendees enjoyed 

singing along and dancing to familiar 

tunes from the past. Generous prizes were 

awarded to two lucky winners.  It was a 

beautiful evening of fun and fellowship! 

 Please think of speakers, activities, 

and outings you would like to  

suggest for future Golden Group 

events. Share your ideas with  

Golden Group board members or 

contact Jean Economy (404-876-

3536) with your suggestions. We 

look forward to seeing you at our 

upcoming events. 
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Spring is in the air and ADS students have been busy little bees!  Students just wrapped their 

big spring musical, "Once On This Island, Jr." .  Our amazing students wowed the standing 

room only audiences with their singing and acting talents.  Congratulations ADS students on a 

job well done. 

 

Both our boys & girls soccer teams won the 2019 SAYSL League Soccer Championships!   This 

was a record year for the ADS Spartans as they won 1st place championships in all their sports 

including Volleyball, Basketball and Soccer!  What a trifecta year!  ADS has also been accepted 

into the Metro Atlanta Athletic Conference (MAAC) for Middle School sports next year! 

 

The students and staff  rounded off  the end of  the year with STEAM Day, Middle School 

Dance, Field Day, Pre-K and 8th Grade Graduations, Awards ceremonies, end-of-the-year pic-

nic (with grill masters Fr. Paul and Fr. Christos) and the much anticipated installation of  the 

new playground! 

 

Our wonderful parochial school has a only a few spots left for Fall 2019 

enrollment in Middle School, 3rd - 5th grades and Preschool, so apply 

today at www.annunciationdayschool.org or call (404) 565-2850 for more 

information such as applications, school tours, tuition and more! 

http://www.annunciationdayschool.org
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24 YEARS OF VOLUNTEER WORK &  

CONTRIBUTION TO THE COMMUNITY 
 

This April, Lykion President  

Maria Mandekou Sharp and Vice 

President Golfo Vastakis  

Odenwelder traveled to Athens 

Greece to present the work that 

our Atlanta Chapter has  

accomplished over the past 24 

years.  The event entitled 'Greeks 

in America', which was  

enthusiastically received, was   

organized by the Central Lykion, 

Vice President and Curator for 

International Relations, Mrs. Maria Passa Kotsou, and Curator for Greeks Abroad, 

Mrs. Tina Athanasiadou.  The presentation included our chapter's archival slides, 

dating from its establishment in 1995 to the present, and video testimonies of  indi-

vidual supporters of  our activities in promoting and preserving our Hellenic cultur-

al heritage.  The evening concluded with a musical program by the Music Director 

Kosta Karamano, rendering the music of  Manos Hatzidakis from the film 'America, 

America' and the album 'Gioconda's Smile'. 
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 At the 18th annual Fordham Founder’s Dinner at Fordham University on March 25, 2019, 

Archon Solon P. Patterson and his wife Marianna were honored with the Fordham Founder’s 

Award. 

 Joseph M. McShane, S.J., president of Fordham University, presented the Award to the 

Pattersons at the black-tie affair at the New York Hilton Midtown, with more than 1,000  

alumni and friends of Fordham in attendance. 

 Archon Solon and Marianna became involved with Fordham after learning about its 

planned Orthodox Christian Studies Center during a 2006 meeting with Archon George 

Demacopoulos, Ph.D.. They created an endowment to establish the Patterson Triennial  

Conference on Orthodox/Catholic Relations, and in 2015, a gift from the Pattersons established 

the Fr. John Meyendorff & Patterson Family Chair of Orthodox Christian Studies, which is 

now held by Archon Demacopoulos. They both serve on the advisory council for the Orthodox 

Christian Studies Center, of which Archon Demacopoulos is co-director. 

 The Pattersons have been instrumental in helping Fordham’s Orthodox Christian  

Studies Center to prosper over the past decade. In the early 2000s, they also created an  

endowment to establish the Patterson Triennial Conference on Orthodox/Catholic Relations. 

 Father McShane noted that “in the process, they have enabled Fordham to become the 

only Catholic university in the world that offers degree programs in Eastern Orthodox  

studies.”  

 The retired CEO and Chairman of financial firm Montag & Caldwell, Archon Solon and 

Marianna have dedicated the rest of their lives to trying to reunite the Orthodox and Catholic 

Churches. Said Marianna Patterson: “Solon is Greek Orthodox, and I am Roman Catholic, and 

we have long prayed 

for the end of the 

separation of these 

oldest and largest 

Christian bodies. 

Their reunion would 

be a positive event 

for all Christians the 

world over.” 

 The Pattersons, 

natives of Atlanta, 

have been married 

for nearly 60 years.  

Archon Solon P. Patterson Honored with Fordham 

University’s Fordham Founders Award  

Archon Solon P. Patterson and his wife Marianna were honored with the Fordham Founder’s 

Award by Joseph M. McShane, S.J. (left), president of Fordham University and Robert D. 

Daleo (right), chairman of Fordham's board of trustees. AXIOS! 
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EDITOR: Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean (frpaulk@atlgoc.org) 
 

MANAGING EDITOR:  Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars 
(frchristos@atlgoc.org) 
 

DESIGN: Connie Mondore (office@atlgoc.org) 
 

All news can be e-mailed to office@atlgoc.org or put on a disk  

and brought to the Cathedral office during office hours 

 (Mon-Fri  9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)  
 

All Cathedral mail goes to the post office on the same day.  

If you do not receive your Annunciator in a timely manner,  
please call your post office and notify them. 

St. Agatha’s Support Squad (SASS)  
 

Are you facing breast cancer or have you reached the triumphant survivor side?  

SASS is a new support group started by four Cathedral parishioners/breast cancer 

survivors who believe in the tremendous benefit of sharing our breast cancer jour-

ney with others who have walked in our shoes. 

Upcoming gathering: September 3rd 

For more information, please contact Maria Demos at mdemos@me.com or 404-

625-9004 

Calling all crochet or knitting experts or novices! 
Join us for a new fellowship group:  

 
 
 

(LITTLE NEEDLE)  
 

When: Monthly every 3rd Thursday, 5:30-7:30 Resumes in August 

Where: Cathedral Kafenion 

Why: To create handmade hats, scarves & blankets to give to local charities as stewards of our church! 

What: Bring your needles (knit or crochet), yarn, scissors, and ready hands  

 

But.... if you can't crochet or knit, should you come? Of course - you can learn, you can donate yarn 

and you can keep us company!  Contact Vicki Kipreos at 678-314-3002 or Vicki.kipreos63@gmail.com 

if interested. 

A.R.K. ADULT RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE CLASSES 
 

Wednesday Morning Life Program    Wednesday ‘NITE’ Life Program 

Topic: Back to Basics Part I (Learning our Faith)  Topic: Back to Basics Part II (Learning our Faith) 

 

A listing of other classes and more information may be found in the ARK Brochure or on the website. 

www.atlgoc.org 

Classes are over for the Summer--They will resume in September 

mailto:mdemos@me.com
mailto:Vicki.kipreos63@gmail.com

