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Our Orthodox Church has developed a very                

comprehensive liturgical structure for Great Lent. It has 

evolved in such a way that it provides a wealth of          

opportunities for us to grow in Christ and with the        

utmost preparation celebrate His Glorious Resurrection. 

Prior to Great Lent, there are four Pre-Lenten Sundays 

with scriptural lessons highlighting the following 

themes: humility, repentance, judgment and                   

forgiveness. Three of these 

themes do not make us feel   

uncomfortable, but rather         

inspire us to improve our         

spiritual life. It is the subject 

sandwiched in between             

repentance and forgiveness that 

may challenge us the most. 

That subject is judgment.          

We would rather not hear       

about judgment and, its           

consequences and giving to 

others. In the Gospel, reading 

from St. Matthew, chapter 25, 

verses 31-46, the Lord Jesus Himself is stating  states 

clearly that He will be returning  return in glory to 

judge. This judgment will place us in one of two            

categories: as sheep or goats. He will divide the saints 

from the sinners. According to the Blessed                  

Theophylact, “He calls the saints, sheep because of 

their gentleness and because they yield fruit and 

useful things for us. He says the wool represents        

divine and spiritual protection, while the milk is the 

sustenance that is needed. The goats, he says, are the 

sinners, for they walk along the cliffs and are unruly 

and fruitless.” 

 There is also a clear view offered by Christ that 

how we treat our fellow humans is a direct reflection  

of how strong our faith is in Him. The Lord, for              

example, accepts for Himself the things that were done 

for the poor, “In as much as 

you have done it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, 

you have done it to Me.”  

 Through the Lord’s 

judgment, we receive either 

eternal punishment or eternal 

honor and joy. This means we 

spend eternity either with God 

or without Him. As we              

examine s Scripture, we will 

find that we have a lot of 

choice when it comes to our 

eternal destination.   

 When we think of spending eternity in hell, we 

struggle with the notion that anyone could suffer           

eternally. We also question the love of God and wonder 

why He would permit such an existence for His           

creation, a place of torment. 

 Surveys consistently tell us that between             

two-thirds and three-fourths of the American                

population, believe in heaven and hell. According to 
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AARP magazine, the statistics jumps to nearly 80% 

among people over 50. Almost every religion in the 

world includes the threat of suffering and punishment 

in the life to come. For this reason, we need to ask 

some pointed and penetrating questions about this most 

frightening of ideas. Three things to ponder are: What 

do we know, and not know, about hell? Why is hell 

necessary? How can I be sure I am not going there? 

What do we know—and not know—about hell?  

 One of the first facts we have to face is that hell 

is one of the most talked about subjects in the Bible. 

Hell is spoken about  mentioned a few times in the Old 

Testament; however, it is a major topic of conversation 

in the New Testament. All four Gospels, the letters          

of Paul, Peter, James, and John, and the Book of           

Revelation all talk about eternal judgment. Do you 

know who talks about hell the most? 

The reading from Judgment Sunday 

provides the answer,: Jesus.             

Therefore, while we might be tempted 

to abandon the idea of hell, rationalize 

it away, or to disassociate it from the 

person and message of Jesus, we 

simply cannot. 

 One of the clearest affirma-

tions of the existence of hell comes 

from Jesus h Himself. In the Gospel 

according to St. Matthew 22, verses 

11-13, after describing the final          

judgment, Jesus says that the                

unrighteous "will go away to eternal 

punishment, but the righteous to 

eternal life." Jesus unmistakably teaches that every 

person will be held accountable for his or her earthly 

lives  life and that every person will spend eternity in 

one of two destinations. One of those destinations he 

describes as a kingdom, and the other he describes as 

eternal fire. 

 On another occasion, Jesus told a story           

describing a great wedding celebration to which           

everyone was invited. In Gospel of St. Matthew 22:11–

13 Jesus says, “But when the king came in to see the 

guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 

his wedding garment. ‘Friend,' he asked, 'How did 

you get in here without a wedding garment?' the 

man was speechless. Then the king told the               

attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 

outside, into the darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

 Although it is a parable, it teaches us three 

things about hell. 

First, hell means exclusion: "Throw him outside!" If 

heaven is a place of belonging, a great celebration of 

welcomed guests, hell is about being removed and     

isolated from the host and his guests. Second, hell is 

darkness. Light in the Bible is most often a metaphor 

for truth and knowledge, so darkness would imply the 

opposite: confusion and ignorance. If heaven is about 

knowing God and the secrets of existence, hell is about 

not knowing. When a person does not have all the        

information they need, we say they are "in the dark." 

Hell means being in the dark forever, not knowing          

anything about anything or anyone that really matters. 

Third, hell involves anguish: as we 

read above, "Weeping and gnashing of 

teeth." Weeping is what you do when 

you are sad, and gnashing of teeth is 

what you do when you are frustrated. 

The two of them together suggest           

regret—knowing you made a terrible 

mistake and preventing any action to 

change your fate. 

 In the Book of Revelation 

20:11—14, St. John writes, "The dead 

were judged according to what they 

had done as recorded in the books 

… [and] If anyone's name was not 

found written in the book of life, he 

was thrown into the lake of fire." 

We are also told that every person will stand before 

God to give an account of his or her life, and that         

people will be sent to one of two destinations. This is 

why we constantly pray in our divine services, “Let us 

ask for a Christian end to our life, peaceful, without 

shame and suffering, and for a good defense before 

the awesome judgment seat of Christ.” 

 In the Gospel of St. John, chapter 5, verse 29, 

which is read at every Orthodox Funeral Service, our 

Lord reinforces the reality of two eternal destinations 

clearly saying, “those who have done good to the 

resurrection of life and those who have done evil, to 

the resurrection of judgment.”  

 The image of fire is used to describe one of 

those  destinations. Fire is the dominant metaphor used 
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to describe hell in the Bible, and the image most         

commonly associated with hell: roaring flames,        

smoldering caves, and inescapable heat. Medieval        

artists painted terrifying pictures of people being        

roasted  roasting in a fiery pit. Dante describes hell as 

an eternal Inferno that was nine layers deep. 

 We have to remember that Jesus and the writers 

of Scripture are trying to help us understand something 

beyond our knowledge and experience. Hell belongs to 

another realm, another reality. Because there are no 

earthly words or concepts with which to describe it, the 

writers of Scripture turn to metaphor—a figure of 

speech that describes something unfamiliar in terms of 

something familiar. When we say, "Love is a rose," we 

do not mean that love is a plant. We mean that love is 

beautiful and delicate, but watch out for the thorns. 

Therefore, what does the fire metaphor suggest about 

hell? 

 First, hell is frightening. The intensity with 

which fire burns and the speed with which it can          

destroy something is terrifying. The New Testament 

writers obviously wanted us to 

fear hell. Second, hell is painful. 

A burn is one of the most painful 

of injuries: difficult to soothe and 

slow to heal. Whether it will in-

clude physical or spiritual pain—

or both—hell is a painful destina-

tion. Third, hell consumes as fire 

and reduces things to ashes. One 

of the most common words used 

for hell in the New Testament is 

gehenna, which was the name of a valley outside        

Jerusalem where garbage was dumped and burned. 

When we put the image of fire together with the other 

images, we understand hell to be a destination for those 

who do not love, worship, or obey God. Clearly, it is 

a place of separation from God, and from other people. 

It is a place of darkness where people feel lost. It is a 

place of suffering, anguish, regret, and pain.                  

Regardless of how you want to interpret the biblical 

imagery, hell is clearly an awful place where no one 

will  would want to spend eternity. 

 Some people think that hell will be more fun 

that  than heaven. To those who think that, remember 

the metaphors above. No one will be comfortable or 

joyful in hell.  

 Simply put, hell, is the absence of God. In 

contrast, heaven is the presence of God; it is living 

in His Glory. Since God is the source of all good 

things, there will be no good things if God is not there. 

Whichever of h His gifts we have enjoyed in this life—

whether a beautiful sunset, the companionship of a 

friend or lover, satisfying work, intellectual challenge, 

or laughing out loud at a good story— they will no 

longer be available to us. 

 Sometimes people look at the evil, suffering 

and loneliness in the world and say, "This life is hell." 

Sometimes it is like hell on earth. However, other 

times it is like heaven, too, because God is present and 

active in the world. The blessings of His Kingdom are 

available to us now, in part. Moreover, when we get to 

our eternal destinations, we either will be with God 

completely forever, or separated from God completely 

forever. If we are separated from God, we are               

separated from all that is good and true and beautiful.  

 In his book, The Great Divorce, C. S. Lewis 

imagines hell as a dull, gray town in which the              

inhabitants continually build new 

houses for themselves in order to 

move farther and farther away 

from the people who bother them 

until eventually, no one can see 

or hear anyone from where they 

live. When they are finally alone, 

they discover that the people they 

could not stand the most are 

themselves and now they are 

stuck with themselves forever. 

However,, your imagination may process the biblical 

metaphors make no mistake: hell is an awful               

destination. 

 Why hell is necessary? - Why would a good 

God create—or even allow—such a place as hell to 

exist? First, hell is necessary because human dignity 

demands it. If there is no life beyond this one and no 

accountability for our actions, then what we do here on 

e Earth really has no meaning. We are mere animals, 

and our lives are no more significant than that of a 

mosquito or field mouse. We are mere pawns in some 

cosmic board game; we think our choices and actions 

matter, but in the end, our fate has already been         

determined. 

 Everything within us rebels against that kind of 

Continues on page 4 
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fatalism. Ecclesiastes 3:10 says, "He has set eternity in 

the human heart." Vir tually every human being         

believes that what we do and how we live matters.        

Philosopher and novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky said, "If 

there is no immortality, then everything is                

permitted." If everything is permitted in this life, 

nothing matters. Second, hell is necessary because        

justice demands it. There is a universal sense of right 

and wrong in human society and the human                  

conscience. While most people believe there should be 

a hell, they also believe it should be for other people—

bad people. The Bible tells us that we are all sinners. 

We are not bad all the time, and we are not as bad as 

we could be, but we consistently sin against God and 

other people. We fall short of being the people God 

created us to be.  

 Finally, hell is necessary because love demands 

it. God loves us so much and is so eager for us to love 

h Him, that h He allows us the freedom not to love  

Him back.  

 So why does hell exist? It is for those who wish 

not to love God, a and He allows them not to love Him. 

Love is not by force. Those who do not want to be with 

God are allowed to be separated from Him. Essentially, 

God lets people go to hell if they so choose. God, once 

again, is such a loving Father, that He even lets us 

choose hell. 

 In our Orthodox Church, frequently we have 

Memorial Services. We pray for are  our departed loves  

loved ones, not knowing whether or not they are in 

heaven or hell, but our prayers are hopeful and as           

St. James says, effective. Our prayers are both             

powerful and meaningful and God does listen to them. 

We pray that our loved ones have chosen God. 

 We may ask who in their right mind would 

choose hell over heaven however; we do it all the time. 

We choose every day to live our lives apart from 

God—to ignore Him, deny Him, or even rebel against 

Him. Every day people choose to live their lives apart 

from God, and God allows them to do so.  

 C. S. Lewis suggests that if the doors of hell are 

locked, they are locked from the inside. People who go 

there choose to go there, and if given the option of 

leaving, Lewis suggests, they would choose to stay. 

They prefer to live in darkness, isolation, and stubborn 

denial of their need for God. 

 In the simplest of terms, if we want to be with 

God in eternity, then we must do everything we can to 

be with God now. If we love God in this life, chances 

are we are going to continue to love Him in the next.  

 As we ease into Great Lent, O our Orthodox 

Church stands ready as we ease into Great Lent to     

provide us with all the tools needed to live in His          

presence, to embrace our Lord as He embraces us, to be 

accountable to Him now and be in a state of                  

repentance. We are blessed with a wholeness of faith in 

Orthodoxy. We have the Holy Scripture and Holy        

Tradition. We have the lives of the Saints as our role 

models; we have the Holy Sacraments to nourish us. 

One of the Communion prayers of the Divine Liturgy 

asks the Lord to, “…burn up with spiritual fire my 

sins…” This is one instance when fire is not all           

consuming. Spiritual fire relieves us of our sinfulness. 

Another Communion prayer referring to the Holy         

Eucharist says, “It is a burning coal that sears the 

unworthy. The Body of God both deifies and         

nourishes me.”  

 This is why Great Lent calls us to turn up our 

spiritual intensity. We are to pray more, worship more, 

receive the Sacraments of Holy Confession and          

Communion more, and give to others more. God calls 

us to bring forth a more sincere effort, by changing our 

bad habits and focusing on living the Lenten Journey 

that will lead us to rejoice in our Lord’s glorious         

Resurrection. Where do you want to spend eternity, at 

the right hand of God or the left? As a sheep or a goat? 

Our loving God gives us a choice.  

A Blessed Great Lent! Καλη Σαρακοστη! 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY  
By Father Christos Mars 

During the period of Great Lent, which this year 

begins on February 27, our Holy Orthodox Church 

gives us many ways to prepare ourselves for the         

coming of the Feast of Feasts, Pascha (Easter). During 

this time of preparation, there is an opportunity for us 

to look at ourselves and reassess our spiritual lives.  

The Church offers many services during this time to 

help with this assessment.  One 

of the characteristic services of 

Great Lent is the Liturgy of the 

Presanctified Gifts.  

The Liturgy of the 

Presanctified Gifts (or Presancti-

fied Liturgy) is in reality a           

religious service composed of 

elements drawn from the           

Vespers Service and from the 

first part of the Divine Liturgy 

beginning with the words 

“Blessed is the Kingdom…” and 

ending just before the Cherubic 

Hymn begins.  It includes no 

prayers of consecration, but         

prepared believers can receive 

Communion from the                 

Consecrated Elements reserved 

from the Liturgy of the previous 

Sunday. 

According to Canons 49 and 51 of the Synod of 

Laodicea (about 365 AD), the celebration of the           

Eucharist is prohibited during the Great Lent before 

Easter, apart from Saturdays, Sundays and the Feast of 

the Annunciation (March 25th).  It was in order to        

supply the need for frequent Communion, widespread 

at the time, that the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 

was instituted. 

The Church historian Socrates (about 380-450 

AD) speaks of an ancient custom in Alexandria by 

which not only during Great Lent but on Wednesdays 

and Fridays of the whole year, “the scriptures are read 

and the teachers interpret them and everything             

pertaining to the synaxis (gathering) takes place apart 

from the celebration of the Mysteries.”  A service of 

the nature of the Presanctified Gifts can be traced back 

to pre-Nicene times in the West.  St. Sophronios of   

Jerusalem calls the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts in 

646 AD an “Apostolic” institution.  This means that he 

considered the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts to go 

back before the collective memory of the Church at the 

time.  The first official enactment 

by which the Liturgy of the 

Presanctified Gifts is attested as a 

Lenten substitute for the               

Eucharist is Canon 52 of the 

Trullan Synod (Quinisext) in 692 

AD.  It reads, “During the entire 

duration of Holy Great Lent, 

which are fasting days, except 

for Saturdays and Sundays, and 

the Feast of the Annunciation 

(March 25), the Holy Presancti-

fied Liturgy is to be conducted.”  

One should bear in mind,          

however, that the Councils         

hardly introduced anything new, 

either in the faith or in the           

liturgical practice of the Church; 

rather, they verified and vested 

with universal authority             

teachings or practices that the 

conscience of the Church had in sufficient measure   

already accepted.  This means that in reality, the         

Trullan canon aimed at safeguarding an established 

practice within the Church at large. 

 Discovering the author of the Presanctified       

Liturgy in its present form would be very difficult.  It 

is generally attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, that is, 

to Gregory, the Great Pope of Rome (about 540-604 

AD).  St. Gregory, whose feast day is March 12,           

was born in Rome around the year 540 AD.  His grand-

father was Pope Felix; his mother Silvia and his aunts, 

Tarsilla and Emiliana, have also been numbered among 

the choir of the saints by the Roman Church.  Having 

received a brilliant secular education, he attained high 

state offices.  Leading a God-pleasing life, he aspired 
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to monasticism with all his soul.  After the death of his 

father, Saint Gregory spent all his fortune on the     

building of six monasteries.  In Rome, he founded a          

monastery in the name of the Holy Apostle Andrew 

the First-Called and, having exchanged his palaces for 

a narrow cell, received the monastic tonsure there.  

Then, on a commission from Pope Pelagius II, Saint 

Gregory lived a long time in Byzantium.  There he 

wrote his "Commentary on the Book of Job."  After 

the death of Pope Pelagius, Saint Gregory was elected 

to the Roman cathedra.  Considering himself           

unworthy, for seven months the saint would not bring 

himself to accept such a responsible ministry. Finally 

yielding to the entreaties 

of the clergy and the flock, 

he accepted consecration. 

Wisely governing 

the Church, St. Gregory 

tirelessly planted the Word 

of God.  He compiled the 

order of the Liturgy of the 

Presanctified Gifts in the 

Latin tongue, which before 

him was known only in 

oral tradition.  Confirmed 

by the Sixth Ecumenical Council, this order was        

accepted by the entire Orthodox Church. 

He zealously struggled with the heresy of the 

Donatists, and converted the pagan inhabitants of    

Britain and the Goths, who were adherents of the       

Arian heresy, to the true faith. 

St. Gregory left behind him numerous works.  

After the appearance of his book, "Conversations or 

Dialogues on the Life and Miracles of the Italian         

Fathers," the hierarch began to be called the 

"Dialogist," that is "one conducting a dialogue, a        

collocutor."  His "Pastoral Rule" (or "On Pastoral 

Ministry") has its own special place.  In this work,          

St. Gregory thoroughly describes the image of the true 

pastor.  Also, 848 of his letters of moral content are 

known to exist and we have records of them.  

St. Gregory headed the Roman Church in the 

course of thirteen years, taking care of all the needs of 

his flock.  He was distinguished by an unusual love for 

the poor, for which he was blessed with a vision of the 

Lord Himself. 

The Hierarch died in the year 604 AD.  His      

relics rest in the Cathedral of the Holy Apostle Peter in 

the Vatican. 

 The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is         

attributed by others to St. Epiphanios (315-403 AD), 

St. Germanos, Patriarch of Constantinople (about 634-

733 AD), and even to St. James or St. Peter.  In Sinai 

it was ascribed to St. Basil.  Patriarch Michael (12th 

Century) wrote that the Liturgy of the Presanctified 

Gifts was known to the Church before the Liturgies of 

St. Basil and St. John Chrysostom.  Obviously, the pre

-Byzantine core of the Presanctified Liturgy goes back 

deeply into the beginnings and only a little later than 

the Synaxes (gatherings) 

of the primitive Church.  

Its present Byzantine form 

appears to be the work of 

more than one composer.  

There are parts obviously 

added to the ancient core 

on different dates and by 

different hands. 

 But no matter what, 

it is one of the most           

distinctive Liturgies in the 

Orthodox Church, and it is celebrated on Wednesdays 

and Fridays of Great Lent, along with Holy Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday.  We are blessed to be able to 

offer this service to the faithful on Wednesdays during 

Great Lent at the Metropolis Chapel beginning at 

8:30am and on Wednesday evenings in the Cathedral 

at 5:00pm. We pray that this Lenten season will be 

spiritually uplifting and we invite you to join us. 

 

 

n 
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“Consider that my only concerns are 

for freedom and the language” 

-Dionysios Solomos 

 

In these words, Dionysios Solomos, 

Greece’s National Poet conveyed his primary         

concerns in the dynamic text 

“Dialog” (Διάλογος), written in 1824, while 

Greece was still struggling for freedom and                 

independence. Freedom 

and language were,               

according to this great 

poet, bound together so 

tightly, that one could 

not exist without the       

other.  As the newly             

arrived establishment of 

politicians from Constantinople were arguing 

with the rebel leaders over what the priorities 

should be of the emerging free Greek State, for 

Solomos the priorities had already been set:               

freedom and language.  

All the same, in the year 1914, Kalliope 

Vyrgiotou a young lady from Athens, upon her 

arrival to Atlanta set as a priority for the newly 

established Greek-Orthodox Community of                

Atlanta the founding of Greek School. Back then, 

the Greek School constituted maybe the only safe 

and welcoming educational entity for the children 

of the first Greek immigrants, who often were    

victims of segregation and racist attacks. Ever 

since, Kyria Kalliope’s endeavor continued to 

grow within the Annunciation Greek Orthodox 

family. Thus. with God’s grace, on October 26th, 

2014 our Greek School celebrated its hundredth 

anniversary.  

Over these hundred years the Greek School 

of our Church became a tradition, a must that all 

the Greek-Orthodox children, like it or not, had    

to take. Stories, over              

stories are told about 

grumpy teachers and  

students with an                

impulsive inclination             

toward shenanigans, who 

eventually grew up and 

became esteemed mem-

bers of our congregation, parents and                      

Grandparents of the current Greek School                

students. Small or big, exciting or boring, the 

Greek School gradually became an enduring part 

of our Cathedral family.  

However, having completed a century, the 

Annunciation Greek School has gone through 

many challenges and one of the major challenges, 

if not the greatest, which has occurred the past 

few years is the resetting of its goal. It is                      

inevitable, as the years go by, that a school                   

curriculum will gradually reduce from a dynamic 

ELLINOMATHIA 
(KNOWLEDGE OF GREEK) 

By Elias Lampropoulos 
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master plan to a stereotype which often prevents 

things from evolving. In other words, the                   

program of a school, no matter how good and   

solid it is, sometimes turns into the biggest                  

obstacle that pushes the school back.  

Having this realization in mind, the                  

teachers of our Greek School, with the support of 

our Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Paul, Fr. Christos 

and the School Board have worked hard since last 

year to enhance the dynamics of Greek School, by 

upgrading and even redefining its educational 

goal. Namely, our primary objective is to make 

the Greek School a language program that meets 

current standards. The time has come for Kyria 

Kalliope’s style Greek School, to become a                  

modern and competitive language program, with 

the highest possible accreditation.  

Thus, striving to upgrade our standards we 

contacted the Center of Greek Language (ΚΕΓ) 

which in collaboration with the Aristotelian              

University of Thessaloniki constitutes the official 

institute for the accreditation of the Greek                 

Language, and requested that our school will            

become an official Exam Center for Greek School. 

Our request was granted this past January and 

our school is now an official center for exams in 

the Greek Language, as well as the only Exam 

Center in the State of Georgia. Namely, this 

means that every year, around mid-May, the              

students of both our Greek and Day School will 

have the chance to take a test in Greek Language, 

which will be sent to Thessaloniki for evaluation. 

Students who pass this test called 

“Ellinomathia” (knowledge of Greek) will receive 

an official certificate by the Center of Greek                

Language, recognized by the Greek State.  

The Ellinomathia Test is available in               

several levels from the lower level for beginners 

with elementary knowledge of Greek to                     

proficiency level which ensures the admission to 

a Greek university program, without any further 

language requirements.  It goes without saying of 

course that this test creates a whole new dynamic 

not only for Greek or Day School, but for college 

students and for everyone else who wants to have 

his/her knowledge in Greek accredited with the 

highest possible accreditation.  

Our Greek Language curriculums, both for 

Greek and Day School have been revised them to 

comply with the Ellinomathia standards.                      

Hopefully, the teaching of the Greek Language 

will soon be reinvigorated through solid language 

programs, enhanced by various educational             

activities encompassing Greek tradition and               

culture. 

For over a hundred years our community 

has been a pioneer and a beacon in the promotion 

of Hellenic education. It is now up to us to utilize 

this new challenge and make our School a pioneer 

in Hellenic Education once again, it is up to us to 

make the Greek School prosper once again.  

 

n 
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«Μήγαρις έχω άλλο στο νου μου 

πάρεξ ελευθερία και γλώσσα» 

Διονύσιος Σολωμός 

 

 Με αυτά τα λόγια ο Εθνικός μας Ποιητής 

Διονύσιος Σολωμός, εξέφραζε τις πρωταρχικές 

του έγνοιες στο δυναμικό κείμενο Διάλογος, 

γραμμένο το 1824, ενώ ο Ελληνικός αγώνας για 

ελευθερία και ανεξαρτησία συνεχιζόταν. Για το 

μεγάλο αυτό ποιητή Ελευθερία και γλώσσα ήταν 

δύο αγαθά άρρηκτα συνεδεδεμένα, ώστε το ένα 

να μη μπορεί να υπάρξει δίχως το άλλο. Καθώς 

το νεοφερμένο κατεστημένο των Φαναριωτών 

τρωγόταν με τους οπλαρχηγούς για το ποιες 

πρέπει να είναι οι προτεραιότητες του 

νεοσύστατου Ελληνικού Κράτους, για το Σολωμό 

οι προτεραιότητες είχαν ήδη τεθεί: Ελευθερία και 

Γλώσσα. 

Ακολουθώντας τα λόγια αυτά του ποιητή, 

το 1914 η Καλλιόπη Βυργιώτου, μια νέαρη 

Αρσακειάδα από την Αθήνα (αυτές οι 

Αρσακειάδες...) έθεσε ανάμεσα στις άλλες 

προτεραιότητες της νεο-ιδρυθείσας Ελληνο-

Ορθόδοξης κοινότητας Ατλάντας την ανάγκη 

ίδρυσης Ελληνικού Σχολείου. Για εκείνα τα 

χρόνια το Ελληνικό Σχολείο απετελούσε το μόνο 

ασφαλή εκπαιδευτικό φορέα για τα παιδιά των 

πρώτων Ελλήνων μεταναστών, οι οποίοι συχνά 

έπεφταν θύματα ρατσιστικών επιθέσεων. Από 

τότε, η πρωτοβουλία της κυρίας Καλλιόπης 

συνεχίστηκε και μεγάλωσε μέσα στην Ελληνο-

Ορθόδοξη οικογένεια του Ευαγγελισμού 

Ατλάντας. Έτσι, με τη Χάρη του Θεού στις 26 

Οκτωβρίου 2014 μετά την Κυριακάτικη Θεία 

Λειτουργία το Ελληνικό μας Σχολείο γιόρτασε 

την εκατοστή του επέτειό. 

Κατά τη διάρκεια δε αυτών των εκατό 

χρόνων λειτουργίας του, το Ελληνικό Σχολείο 

κατέστη παράδοση και –φευ!- υποχρέωση για 

όλα τα Ελληνο-Ορθόδοξα παιδιά που θέλοντας 

και μη έπρεπε να παρακολουθήσουν. Πόσες και 

πόσες ιστορίες θρυλούνται περί στριφνών 

δασκάλων αλλά και περί μαθητών με έφυτη 

τάση σε κάθε είδους αταξίες, μαθητών που 

μεγάλωσαν και έγιναν σεβαστά μέλη της 

κοινότητάς μας, γονείς και παππούδες των 

σημερινών μαθητών του Ελληνικού Σχολείου. 

Μεγάλο ή μικρό, συναρπαστικό ή βαρετό, το 

Ελληνικό Σχολείο κατέστη εντέλει αδιάσπαστο 

κομμάτι της μεγάλης οικογένειας του 

Καθεδρικού μας. 

Ωστόσο, το Ελληνικό μας Σχολείο στην 

εκατόχρονη πορεία του ήρθε αντιμέτωπο με 

πολλές προκλήσεις και μία από αυτές, αν όχι η 

μεγαλύτερη,  η οποία έχει προκύψει τα τελευταία 

χρόνια είναι η επαναδιατύπωση του 

εκπαιδευτικού του στόχου. Είναι σχεδόν 

αναπόφευκτο, καθώς περνούν τα χρόνια, ένα 

εκπαιδευτικό πρόγραμμα να χάσει τη δυναμική 

του και να καταλήξει να ξεπέσει από ένα 

δυναμικό πλάνο διδασκαλίας σε ένα 

αγκυλωμένο στερεότυπο, το οποίο θα εμποδίζει 

κάθε πρωτοβουλία εξέλιξης. Με άλλα λόγια, το 

εκπαιδευτικό πρόγραμμα ενός σχολείου, 

ανεξάρτητα του πόσο καλό και συμπαγές είναι, 

ενίοτε μπορεί να αποτελέσει μεγάλο εμπόδιο αν 

όχι και τον κυριότεορ παράγοντα 

οπισθοδρόμισης. 

Με αυτή τη συνειδητοποίση το διδακτικό 

Ελληνομάθεια 
του Ηλία Λαμπρόπουλου 
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προσωπικό του Ελληνικού μας Σχολείου, με την 

υποστήριξη του Μητροπολίτη μας κ. Αλεξίου, 

των ιερέων μας π. Παύλου και π. Χρήστου καθώς 

και του Σχολικού Συμβουλίου έχει εστιάσει εδώ 

και ένα χρόνο το ενδιαφέρον του στην 

αναβάθμιση του Ελληνικού Σχολείου αλλά και 

στον επανακαθορισμό του εκπαιδευτικού του 

στόχου. Συγκεκριμένα, πρωταρχικός μας στόχος 

είναι το Ελληνικό Σχολείο να εξελιχθεί σε ένα 

πρόγραμμα εκμάθησης της Ελληνικής, το οποίο 

θα πληρεί στο ακέραιο τις προϋποθέσεις ενός 

συγρόνου γλωσσικού προγράμματος. Είναι πια 

καιρός το Ελληνικό Σχολείο του στυλ της κυρίας-

Καλλιόπης να γίνει επιτέλους ένα μοντέρνο και 

ανταγωνιστικό πρόγραμμα εκμάθησης της 

Ελληνικής πιστοποιημένο με την ύψιστη δυνατή 

πιστοποίηση. 

Στοχεύοντες λοιπόν προς αυτή την 

κατεύθυνση, απευθυνθήκαμε στο Κέντρο 

Ελληνικής Γλώσσας (ΚΕΓ), το οποίο σε 

συνεργασία με το Αριστοτέλειο Πανεπιστήμιο 

Θεσσαλονίκης αποτελεί τον επίσημο φορέα για 

την πιστοποίηση επάρκειας της Ελληνικής 

Γλώσσας και ζητήσαμε για το Σχολείο μας να 

γίνει επίσημο Εξεταστικό Κέντρο. Με απόφαση 

που μας κοινοποιήθηκε τον περασμένο μήνα, το 

αίτημά μας εκγρίθηκε και έτσι το σχολείο μας 

έγινε Έξεταστικό Κέντρο, το μόνο για ολόκληρη 

την Πολιτεία της Γεωργίας. Πιο συγκεκριμένα, 

αυτό σημαίνει ότι οι μαθητές του Ελληνικού, 

αλλά και του Ημερησίου Σχολείου μας θα έχουν 

την ευκαιρία να δώσουν εξετάσεις στην Ελληνική 

Γλώσσα, οι οποίες θα βαθμολογηθούν στη 

Θεσσαλονίκη. Οσοι επιτύχουν στις Εξετάσεις, 

γνωστές ως εξετάσεις Ἑλληνομάθειας θα λάβουν 

αναγνωρισμένη από το Ελληνικό Κράτος 

πιστοποίηση εκδοθείσα από το Κέντορ Ελληνικής 

Γλώσσας. 

Οι Εξετάσεις Ελληνομάθιεας είναι 

διαθέσιμες σε διάφορα επίπεδα ξεκινώντας από 

τη βασική γνώση της Ελληνικής για αρχάριους 

και φτάνει ως το ανώτερο επίπεδο, το οποίο 

πιστοποιεί την επάρκεια της γλώσσας σε 

ακαδημαϊκό επίπεδο, απαλλάσοντας αυτούς που 

θα το αποκτήσουν από επιπλέον εξετάσεις σε 

περίπτωση που θέλουν να παρακολουθήσουν 

κάποιο ελληνικό ακαδημαϊκό πρόγραμμα. Είναι 

αυτονόητο επομένως ότι αυτή η ευκαιρία δίνει 

μια νέα δυναμική στη διδασκαλία της Ελληνικής 

όχι μόνο στους μαθητές των σχολείων μας αλλά 

και για φοιτητές και όλους όσους επιθυμούν να 

λάβουν πιστοποίηση για την επάρκεια γνώσης 

στην Ελληνική Γλώσσα. 

Όσον αφορά στη διδασκαλία της 

Ελληνικής, τόσο το  Ελληνικό όσο και το 

Ημερήσιο Σχολείο μας έχουν προσαρμόσει τα 

εκπαιδευτικά τους προγράμματα, ώστε να 

πληρούν τις προϋποθέσεις για τις Εξετάσεις 

Ελληνομάθειας. Συν Θεώ, ελπίζουμε πως η 

διδασκαλί της Ελληνικής σύντομα θα 

αναζωγονηθεί, μέσα από τα νέα εκεπαιδευτικά 

μας προγράμματα, τα οποία θα ενισχυθούν και 

από δραστηριότητες σχετικές με την Ελληνική 

Παράδοση. 

Για πάνω από εκατό χρόνια η κοινότητά 

μας έχει υπάρξει πρωτοπόρος και φάρος της 

Ελληνικής Εκπαίδευσης στην Πολιτεία της 

Γεωργίας. Είναι στο χέρι μας και πάλι με αυτή τη 

νέα ευκαιρία να ξαναγίνουμε πρωτοπόροι στην 

Ελληνική εκπαίδευση, είναι στο χέρι μας να 

ξανακάνουμε το Ελληνικό μας Σχολείο μεγάλο 

και τρανό. 

 

n 



11 

 

LORD OF THE POWERS BE WITH US. . .  
THE TRIODION 

Many canons in the Triodion contain only three canticles or odes, hence the name Triodion, meaning Book  of the 

Three Odes.  The period which the book covers extends from the Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee (the tenth before Pascha 

[Easter]: twenty-two days before the beginning of Great Lent), and concludes with Holy and Great Saturday.  The 

period of time between the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee & Holy and Great Saturday is referred to as 

the “Triodion.”  The first four Sundays of the Triodion (Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee to the Sunday of 

Cheesefare (Forgiveness Sunday) are called Pre-Lent.  It is a period set aside by the Church for the preparation for 

Great Lent.  Each Sunday’s theme brings us to the understanding of what true repentance is.  From there we move 

into Great Lent, which consists of six Sundays (Sunday of Orthodoxy to Palm Sunday).  This is also a time for prep-

aration as we move closer to Holy Week and Christ’s Saving Passion.  We prepare ourselves for Christ’s death, bur-

ial and Resurrection. 

Let us pray for ourselves and one another, and our whole life to Christ our God! 

 

The THEMES of each week during the PERIOD OF THE TRIODION ARE: 

 

SUNDAYS OF PRE-LENT 
 

SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE—The focus this Sunday is on the Gospel of Luke 18:10

-14, in which two men went to the Temple to pray.  One was a Pharisee, an externally decent and righteous man 

of religion, and the other was a publican, a sinful tax collector who was cheating the people.  Though the Phari-

see was genuinely righteous under the Law, he boasted before God and was condemned.  The publican, alt-

hough he was truly sinful, begged for mercy, received it, and was justified by God.  There is NO fasting this 

week, in preparation for our great journey. 
 

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON—On this Sunday in the preparation for Great Lent, Orthodox Christians 

are read Christ’s parable about God's loving forgiveness (Luke 15:11-24).  They are to see themselves as being in 

a foreign country far from the Father's house and to make the movement of return to God, where we truly be-

long.  The parable gives assurance that the Father will receive them with joy and gladness in their journey 

through Great Lent, their journey home.  

 

JUDGMENT SUNDAY/MEATFARE SUNDAY— Judgment Sunday is also called “Meatfare Sun-

day” because it is the last Sunday, according to the fasting canons, that the faithful eat meat before Easter.  

During the following week, we do not fast on Wednesday and Friday (except for meat, of course).  On this 

Sunday, we call to mind something that has not even happened yet: the Second Coming of Christ.  

Our Lord has promised us that He will come again “to judge the living and the dead, and His Kingdom will 

have no end” (from the Nicene Creed).  We call to mind the “criteria” of our entrance into Paradise, as our Lord 

said in this day’s Gospel: “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison 

and you came to me.'” 

FORGIVENESS SUNDAY/CHEESEFARE SUNDAY— The last day of eating cheese products before Easter.  

People tend to just make it about eating an apple… yet, it’s so much more than that.  Forgiveness Sunday is the 

day the Church remembers the disobedience and expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden.  The 

disobedience was not following God’s command of not eating from the Tree of Knowledge.  The sin was not a 

matter of eating an apple, or whatever fruit it might have been. The sin was going against God’s command. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canon_(hymnography)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canticle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ode
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharisee_and_the_Publican
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Saturday
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Gospel_of_Luke
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Pharisee
http://orthodoxwiki.org/God
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Christ
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Gospel_of_Luke
http://orthodoxwiki.org/God
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SUNDAYS OF GREAT-LENT 
 

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY— The First Sunday of Lent is dedicated to the time when the Church defeat-

ed iconoclasm .  The heresy of iconoclasm was one started by Emperor Leo the Assyrian, who said that icons 

should not be allowed in Churches.  Iconoclasts destroyed all kinds of icons.  The 7th Ecumenical Council, held 

in Nicaea, declared that it is honorable and right to declare our faith in such a way, depicting our Lord, the The-

otokos and the Saints in icons.  To commemorate this great day, churches across the world have a special ser-

vice that takes place at the end of the Divine Liturgy. 

 

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT—ST. GREGORY PALAMAS—St. Gregory Palamas was Archbishop of Thessaloniki in 

the 14th century and defended the faith against Barlaam the Calabrian (who was against monasticism).  He 

taught that divine grace is not created, but the uncreated energies of God are poured out throughout creation; 

otherwise, humanity could never have authentic communication with God. 

 

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY CROSS— In the middle of Great Lent, the Church gives its faithful a sign of 

victory, one that can bring strength to them in this time of fasting.  The Sunday of the Holy Cross is one that 

brings everything into perspective, especially with the Gospel reading when the Lord says to all His disciples:  

"If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 

would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what 

does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?" 

 

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT—ST. JOHN OF THE LADDER—St. John “of the Ladder” was only 16 years old 

when he left Palestine and went to St. Catherine’s monastery (at Mt. Sinai, Egypt)  where he lived for 50 years 

and wrote his famous book, “The Ladder of Divine Ascent.”  This is a “spiritual ladder.”  Christians follow certain 

rules so that they can get closer to God, and symbolically climb to Heaven.  He had struggles, like any person 

does, but he won over those struggles that the Devil put before him. That’s why we celebrate his memory on 

this Sunday of Lent: St. John is a perfect example of how a person can be faithful through their life, and be to-

gether with God in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT—ST. MARY OF EGYPT—St. Mary of Egypt was anything but a Saint throughout the 

first part of her life.  From a very young age, she was a prostitute.  Being from Egypt, she decided that she 

wanted to see the Holy Land and the Tomb of Christ (also known as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre ).  As she 

went to enter the Church, a force kept her from entering.  She was unable to enter, while so many others did.  

She realized that God had done this to have her stop her sinning.  That day, she promised God that she would 

stop.  She repented with a pure heart, and was allowed to enter.  She went for confession, received Holy Com-

munion, and then went to the desert to live for years in repentance.  Years later, she was visited by a priest-

monk, Zosimas (later a Saint in our Church).  He gave her Holy Communion and they discussed her trials and 

tribulations.  Although she suffered much, she was so happy to be with Christ.  Later that same day, she fell 

asleep in the Lord. 
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BIRTHS 
Baby Boy Born to Panayotis & Andrea Koulouris 
Baby Girl Born to Mark & Lea Hayes 
Baby Boy Born to Doug & Summer Biehler 
Baby Girl Born to Max & Jennifer Gayler 
Baby Girl Born to Pericles & Allison Demestihas 
 

WEDDINGS 
Steve Less & Doria Gjerde 
Nick Kipreos & Kierstin Kidwell 
John Vastakis & Margaret DeGrace 
 

BAPTISMS 
Parents: Blaine & Alexandra Terry 
Baby: Sebastian 
Sponsors: Dr. Michael & Danielle Halkos 
 

Parents: William & Maria Sullivan 
Baby: Despina 
Sponsor: Lea Alexandra Phillips 
 

Parents: Leonardo & Antoinette Moura 
Baby: Grace Catherine 
Sponsor: Irene Fotos 
 

Parents: Evangelos & Constantine Watson 
Baby: Evangelina Alexa 
Sponsor: Anna Maria Kammeyer 
 

Parents: George & Anne Carros 
Baby: Nicholas Elias 
Sponsors: Gray & Elaine Snowden 
 

ADULT BAPTISMS 
Christopher Allen Kieslich 
Sponsor: Anargyros Karakatsanis 
 

Claire Corkren 
Sponsor: Kathy Giannakopoulos 

Corey (Michael) Alford 
Sponsor: Lee Economy 

 

Madeline Apostolou 
Fannie Sparks 
Helen Mackris Burleigh 
Stella Vaughn 
George S. Kleris 
Vivian Economy Takakis 
Costa Lalos 
Joanne Demos 
Sandra Brake 
Chris Maduros 
Mary Farquhar 
Nick Katapodis 
Louis Zakas 
Eleni Pantazopoulos Jordan 

WAYS TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH US 

 
  Facebook         Twitter          YouTube         Tout           Instagram         

 “Like”, “Follow”, “Subscribe”, Watch and See 

www.facebook.com/atlgoc                                                                                                

www.twitter.com/atlgoc www.youtube.com/atlgoc and 

our website www.atlgoc.org 
 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral                        

Now Accepting Online Donations! 

Click HERE for instructions on Guest Donations or click 

on one of the links below to Donate now.  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so kindly to our wonderful church        
family and dear Clergy, for your condolences,              
messages, cards, donations, your presence and sweet 
words to us, during the time of loss of our Brother            
Leon Halkos.  Zoe se sas 

- Alex & Penny Halkos & Family 
Demetrios Mazacoufa 

 
Mere words cannot express the gratitude we have for 

the entire community for your continued prayers, 
thoughts and well wishes.  We appreciate all of the 
cards, visits and phone calls and can honestly say 

that each and every prayer has been felt.                         
Our prayer is for God to continue to bless all of you!!! 

-- Jim and Lia Gilmer 

 
Billy & Boula Caras and their family would like to 
thank everyone for their prayers, calls, cards and    
support during Billy's recent surgery and rehab.               
The love and support is very much appreciated.             

We have a lot to be thankful for!  

PARISH REGISTRY 

SPECIAL THANK YOU 

 

http://www.atlgoc.org/documents/OnlineGivingRevised.pdf
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx?sn=103644
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=103644
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Zouzounia - Kindergarten -  

Mondays - 6:15 pm - 6:45 pm 

Instructors: Kiki Papadimitriou  

                      & Yeoryia Vastakis 
 

Arkoudakia -1st - 2nd Grade -  

Mondays - 6:45 pm - 7:30 pm 

Instructors: Elizabeth Zervakos  

                      & Katerina Theodore 
 

Pyrotechnimata - 3rd - 5th Grade -  

Mondays - 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

Instructors: Ryan Marinos, John Caras  

  & Bess McClure 

 

 

 

 
 

Asteria - 6th - 9th Grade -  

Mondays - 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

Instructors: Kiki Papadimitriou & Chris Kanelos 
 
 

Yi Anemos Kai Fotia - 10th - 12th Grade  

Mondays - 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Instructors: Errica Patellis & Yianna Pappas 
 
 

Palioparea - Adult Dance Group  

Instructor: Dimitri Papadimitriou  

Contact Dimitri for practice dates and times at 

djpgreek@yahoo.com  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school year started with returning students and a Kindergarten class of 9!  We are grateful 
for this year's staff: 
  Kindergarten - Kiki Papadimitriou  Level 3 - Elias Lampropoulos 
  Level 1 - Mina Giannakakos   Level 4 - Christina Economy 
  Level 2 - Barbie Soteres   Level 5 - Kalliopi Tsikourika-Samara  

The children have been excelling in their learning of the Greek language this year as we continue to  
align our curriculum with the 5Cs of Modern Language acquisition:  Communication, Cultures, Connections,  

Comparisons, Communities.  Furthermore, with the blessing of His Eminence, we have applied to the  
Center of Greek Language and Its Function for certification to the Ellinomatheia (the proficiency  
examination with certification of the attainment of Modern Greek solely recognized by the Greek  

government and valid worldwide). 
 

In October, we recognized OXI Day with special class lessons and artwork displayed on the  
Greek School bulletin board located in Carlos Hall.  In December, we celebrated Christmas and  
New Year's with many songs and a few poems, and were delighted to host Father Paul and the  

Honorable Consul of Greece, Mr. Georgios Panagiotidis. 
 

For more information about our afternoon Greek School program, please contact Michelle Olympiadis, 
michelle.constantinides@gmail.com or 404.502.0725. 

 

Contact danceministry@atlgoc.org 
SCHEDULE:  

mailto:michelle.constantinides@gmail.com
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Outreach Ministries of the Cathedral Needs You!!! 

Providing Aid & Service To Those In Greatest Need 

Program Chairman: Al Galloway #770-934-4620 
 

Outreach Ministries is supported by the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation and relies  

upon its members for support. Our ministry seeks dedicated volunteers within the parish willing  

to give their time and talents to help those in greatest need throughout the year. Please contact our  

Outreach Ministries Program Chairman, Al Galloway to learn more about individual programs  

and how you can help in this ministry. 

 

Past 12 months & Current Projects: 

 Annual Bake Sales: have benefited local & abroad Orthodox Christian Charities. Orthodox       

Christian monasteries in the Holy Land ( St. Anna’s in Jerusalem, Cana of Galilee, St. Gerasimos in 

the Judean Desert, Capernaum, Holy Apostles in Tiberias, & St. Katherine’s monastery in the Sinai 

Desert). 
 

 Ongoing non-perishable canned goods collection: “Loaves & Fishes Food Program” in conjunction 

with St. John the Wonderworker Orthodox Church. – donation barrels are located in Carlos Hall. 
 

 Bags of Love: Non perishable goods collected and placed in paper bags to be handed out to the 

homeless of Atlanta. 
 

 Bi-Annual Soup Kitchen meal preparation at Trinity United  Methodist Church  

      (Downtown Atlanta) across the street from City Hall (June & November) 
 

 Daily (Monday-Friday) Hot Meal served to the Poor & Homeless Population of Atlanta at St. John 

the Wonderworker Orthodox Church  (9:00am (Mon-Friday) & 12:00Noon on Wednesday). Please call for 

more information  404-577-6330. 
 

 Monthly Nicholas House – Preparation of meals & food donations to residents (830 Boulevard) 
 

 Our House Incorporated: Back to School Supply Drive (July & August). 

       Also, support a home for newborn infants and their homeless families & serve breakfast to homeless     

      families. (September/October). 
 

 International Orthodox Christian Charities (I.O.C.C.) 

      Loaves & Fishes Christmas Toy Project - Poor Families of Atlanta (December). 

      “Souper Bowl” Sunday- Collecting canned goods - ( Late January/February). 
 

 Saturday of Service during Great Lent: On Saturday, March 11th during Great Lent members of the 

Cathedral community picked one of the many service projects and spent this Saturday providing  

services to our greater Atlanta community. 

 
Please help us help others- Call us and let us know how you would like to participate. We need your help. 
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Annual  

Palm Sunday  

Luncheon 

Sunday, April 9, 2017 

  Immediately following Divine Liturgy 

 in the Kartos Ballroom 

  
Menu will include: 

  Fresh Fried Fish or Plaki, Pasta Marinara,  

  Lima Bean Medley, Skordalia, Tossed Salad  

& Dessert 

Donation: Adults $15.00 

Children (12 & Under)  $8.00 

  

  
In order to get an approximate number of attendees,  

   please RSVP to the Cathedral Office by  
Monday, April 3rd by calling (404) 633-5870 

  or e-mail office@atlgoc.org 



17 

 

Save the Dates 

2017 Summer Day Camp 
Week 1: June 5th - 9th 

Week 2: June 12th - 16th  
Registration forms available at www.atlgoc.org and  

in the Cathedral and Sunday School offices 

 

2017 Basketball Camp 
July 24th - 28th  

Registration forms available at www.atlgoc.org and  

in the Cathedral and Sunday School offices 

Celebration of the Feast Day of the Annunciation 
&   

Greek Independence Day Dinner & Program 
 

Saturday, March 25th  
At 5:00 pm in the Kartos Ballroom  

 
Free Will Offering 

  
  
 
 

Special Program presented by students of our Greek School,  
   

 
 

Co-Sponsored by the Annunciation Cathedral  
and Order of AHEPA, Chapter #1  

  

Philoptochos Scholarships 
The Philoptochos Ypapanti Chapter has two $2000 scholarships (Anna Mae Livaditis Memorial           
and Philoptochos) dedicated to promote, encourage, and advance education. These scholarships are 
limited to high school seniors and undergraduate college students who are members of the Cathedral. 
The scholarships are awarded based on financial need foremost as well as academic achievement         
and involvement in the church & community. Students who have not previously received the            
scholarship are encouraged to apply.  Applications are available on the Cathedral website or by         
emailing Claire Gilmore at gilmore11@comcast.net.  

The deadline to submit the application is April 21st  
All information is held in strict confidence.  
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 TWO OFFICIAL PROTOCOLS FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL  
OF THE METROPOLIS OF ATLANTA 

 
Protocol No. 03/17 

 

Holy Unction 
 
Within the Holy Orthodox Church, many customs and traditions are associated with services.  Some of these customs and   
traditions are kept and even encouraged by the Church to be used and upheld. Unfortunately, some of the customs and             
traditions are outside of the traditions of the Church, and have distorted the correct and proper teaching. This is especially true 
with the Sacrament of Holy Unction. 
 
Many of the Metropolis’ and the Archdiocesan District have adopted policies recognizing the sanctity of the sacrament and 
that, as with other sacraments of the Church, it is not one distributed by the laypeople. It is therefore time for us to do the 
same. 
 
Just as we do not give Holy Communion to the faithful to take home, neither do we give Holy Unction so that they would   
administer it either to themselves or to other family members. As you know, the clergy always administer the Mysteries.  
 
It may be that some of the faithful are confused by the similarity of "holy oil" taken from the kandili (oil lamp) hanging before 
certain icons or the relics of saints, which is often given to the pious faithful. This oil is taken home, much like holy water, and 
is similarly used when a member of the family is ill or troubled. 
 
The custom of placing a cotton swab (or anything similar) in a plastic bag to be taken home by the faithful is not  appropriate. 
There is no reason for doing this since the clergy administer the Mystery, and in addition, this cotton saturated with Holy          
Unction is all too often disregarded or simply thrown away in the trash. 
 
We have an obligation to clearly teach the faithful about the difference between Holy Unction and the holy oils received from 
places of pious veneration. The former should be handled as we do Holy Communion and the latter like holy water. 
 
Make every effort to stress to the faithful that the Sacrament WILL NOT be given to “take-home.”  Please distribute this            
protocol along with announcements in your mailings, newsletters, weekly bulletins, websites, social media, etc. so that the 
faithful are fully informed before the sacrament takes place.  
 
Included with this protocol is a sample insert for your publications. 
 
This protocol is to be applied so that we may have uniformity within the Holy and God-protected Metropolis of Atlanta, and, 
as St. James wrote: “Is any among you sick? Let him call for the presbyters of the church, and let them pray over him,                
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” (James 5:14) 
 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Unction 
 
All Parishioners should attempt to attend the service and be anointed with the blessed oil of Holy Unction. As the Priest 
anoints the forehead, cheeks, chin, palms and back of hands, we should ask God’s forgiveness. 
 
Therefore, family members will no longer be permitted to take Holy Unction home, however the Priest may anoint those               
unable to attend the service of Holy Unction on Holy Wednesday or on another day of Holy Week. 
 
For those who are shut-ins, homebound, or infirm, please contact your Priest before Holy Week for a visitation, the offering of 
healing prayers and the Holy Sacraments. 

 

Funerals 
 
Within the Holy Orthodox Church there are many customs and traditions that are associated with the passing of a loved one. 
Many people have expectations on how the service should be conducted and who will speak at the service. This may also be 
true with the family, who is grieving the loss of their loved one. This allows the Priest to explain to the family about the             
traditions that are associated with an Orthodox funeral. 
Above all, the conversation may arise as to who will offer the eulogy. It is important to remember that the eulogies are offered 
in the Holy Sanctuary (Church) and ONLY by the Clergy. 
Please instruct the family that if a family member or some other person desires to offer some words, there are three (3)                 
opportunities to do so. 
 
1) At the Funeral Home following the Trisagion service on the evening of the viewing. 
2) At the gravesite following the Trisagion service on the day of the funeral. 
3) At the traditional “Makaria” Memorial Meal which takes place after the interment. 
In order for parishioners to be familiar with this protocol, it is important to publish it periodically in all forms of parish               
communication. 
 
As with all things, if there are special circumstances in which someone other than the Clergy needs to speak in the Church for 
the eulogy, the Priest must contact the Metropolitan or Metropolis Chancellor for their approval. 
 
This protocol is to be applied so that we may have uniformity within the Holy and God-protected Metropolis of Atlanta, and, 
as St. Paul states in his first letter to the Corinthians, all “things be done decently and in good order.” (1 Cor. 14:40) 
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Golden Group is looking for seniors seeking to have fun! 
 DO YOU KNOW:  Golden Group meets every second Thursday each month from September thru May?  DO 

YOU KNOW:  We are treated to a delicious meal at these meetings?  DO YOU KNOW:  We have inspiring 

speakers and fun activities?  DO YOU KNOW:  There are no membership dues?  And most of all DO YOU 

KNOW:  We have a great time together!  Join us, we are waiting for you….55 years young and up. 

DECEMBER  
Christmas luncheon:  The highlight of the day was the 45 students from Annunciation Day School performing 

their Christmas program.   Ms. Barbara Hall provided Christmas music for a sing-a-long.  Our Annunciation Ca-

thedral sponsored a delicious Lenten meal enjoyed by all. 

PLAID TIDINGS Musical Production: Twenty parishioners enjoyed lunch at the German Bakery in Stone 

Mountain before attending the charming Christmas musical of PLAID TIDINGS. 

 

JANUARY 

Thursday, January 12th:    Father Anthony Salzman from St. Philothea Greek Orthodox Church in Athens Geor-

gia, spoke on the beautiful Iconography for which he is well known.  Our delicious luncheon was sponsored by 

the Evrytanian Association. 

Tuesday, January 24th:  National Infantry Museum in Columbus Ga.   Over 30 people traveled to the Museum 

where we were met by Ret. Col. Robert Poydasheff and his wife Stacy.  It was a day full of fascinating exhibits 

and interesting facts provided by our tour guide.   

FEBRUARY   
Thursday, February 9th:  BINGO DAY -The Daughters of Penelope provided a delicious meal and an abundance 

of impressive prizes won by many happy BINGO players. 

Monday, February 27th, Clean Monday (Kathara Theftera):  Following the Lenten Orthros Service, which marks 

the start of the Lenten period, parishioners shared in a pot luck luncheon.  

MARCH 
Thursday, March 9th, 10:30 AM, Carlos Hall:  Popular radio personality Walter Reeves returned to share his 

knowledge of plants and how to be successful at gardening.   In memory of George and Fannie Kotsoyianis, Dep-

pie Zakas and his loving wife, Charlotte, Mr. George Demetriades and his family sponsored the March luncheon.   

Tuesday, March 21st, 10:30 AM, Tellus Science Museum:   Day trip to Cartersville for a Tour of the Tellus Sci-

ence and Planetarium Museum.  Lunch will be on our own - Transportation and admission cost $25.  Deadline 

March 14th.  Call Ethel Winegar 770-985-8209 
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Breakfast with St. Nick 2016 

On Saturday, December 10th, over 100 people, ages 6 weeks and up, enjoyed a fun filled morning!  Ba-

bies, children, moms, dads, yiayias, papous, nounas, nounos…even a visit from Echoes of Athens came 

together to celebrate the holiday season. 

Families brought yummy breakfast dishes to share.  GOYAns made crafts and a reindeer snack with the 

HOPE & JOY students.  Christmas stories were read to the children.  Freddy the Elf made balloon ani-

mals.  The atrium was buzzing with excitement. 

St. Nick came in and sat in front of the beautifully decorated trees.  Children had the chance to tell him 

what they wanted for Christmas, and took pictures with him. 

It was a great morning, and we cannot wait until next year!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Nativity 2016 

The Kindergarten students had a small Nativity Pageant in their classroom on December 11th.  Parents 

and families enjoyed watching their children re-enact the story of the birth of Our Savior.  Thank you to 

Kiki Papadimitriou and Margaret Stewart for doing this each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Nativity Pageant 

On Sunday, December 18th, at the end of the Divine Liturgy, our Sunday School students presented our 

Annual Nativity Pageant.  It was beautiful, and a wonderful way to begin our week before the Nativity of 

Our Lord! 
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Thank you to all of our students who participated this year! 

A special “Thank You” to… 
Kiki Papadimitriou for coordinating all of the costumes for our students. 
Madeline Demos for directing the Youth Choir. 
Chris Demos for getting our props ready. 
Voula Giannakopoulos, Vassio Giannakopoulos, Chris Demos, Georgia McClure, Alexa Anagnostakis, 
Yeoryia Vastakis, Terisa Marinos, Stacey Sapp, Michelle Vastakis Smith and Julie Zaharatos for helping at 
rehearsal and during the pageant. 
George Coumanis for having all of our microphones ready and working the sound. 
Tommy McBride for getting cordless mics for the main characters. 
Mark Street for playing our intro music and songs. 
Vickie Costopoulos and Zoe Pappas for helping line up the children in the Narthex. 
All of the parents for allowing your children to participate. 
 

We are proud of  each one of  our participants in the 2017  

St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival. 
Parish Finalists, Junior Division: Alexys Grivakis & Theo Weimar 

Parish Alternate, Junior Division:  Pete Constantinides 

Parish Finalists, Senior Division: Christina Nastopoulos & Robert Weimar 

Parish Alternate, Senior Division:  Athanasios Grivakis 

Honorable Mention, Senior Division:  Evangelos Katsoudas 
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 Fall was busy for Philoptochos members as they conducted several charity programs.                 

Following is a recap of the recent programs. 

 Our ongoing Gifts of Love Campaign has been the most successful to date due to your               

generosity. 

 On October 26th, we held the CURE day of giving and collected 128 toiletry bags for hospital 

families. 

 College Outreach continued to sponsor monthly lunches for local college students. 

 The Toys for Tots dinner was attended by more than 130 people and collected 200 toys. 

 Many thanks to everyone for supporting Athena’s Marketplace which surpassed                   

expectations. 

 The Christmas Coffee raised $1,700 for FOCUS. 

 Also, thanks to everyone who participated in the annual community Christmas card.                  

The following names were omitted from the Christmas card: 

Jean Khoury, Anneta Pope, LeeAnn and Ricky LoCiceri, Pete and Linda Grivas Family  

 The annual Vasilopita lunch was held on January 29th and raised over $11,000 for St. Basil 

Academy 

 The annual Membership Tea was held on February 5th. 

 The FOCUS Valentine’s Day party was held on February 12th. 

 

If you want to join Philoptochos or get more involved, please call or email  

Voula Giannakopoulos at voulajg@comcast.net. 

mailto:voulajg@comcast.net
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Hellenic Dance Festival 2017  

HDF was held in Winston Salem, North Carolina from January 13th -16th.  Our Cathedral was 

well represented by three of our dance groups.  Over 900 people from all over the United States 

had a wonderful weekend sharing their love of Greek Dance. 

Congratulations to our Annunciation Cathedral Participants!  

Pyrotechnimata (3rd‐5th Grade). Asteria (6th-8th Grade), and Yi Anemos & Fotia (9th-12th Grade) 

all received a bronze medal in their respective divisions. Thank you to their instructors for teach-

ing them, their parents for bringing them to practice each week and to all of our dancers for 

making our parish proud.  

Instructors: Ryan Marinos, Bess McClure and John Caras (Pyrotechnimata), Kiki Papadimitriou, 

Christopher Kanelos and Despina Vastakis (Asteria); Errica Patellis and Yianna Pappas (Yi 

Anemos & Fotia). 
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The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation  
2016 Pastoral Report 

 
Liturgical / Sacramental Life 
    1/1/15 — 12/31/15    1/1/16 — 12/31/16 
Baptisms 
 Infants    27      22 
 Adult    3      1 
 Chrismations   12      4 
 Total    42      27 
40 Day Blessings    25      23 
Weddings    20      21 
Funerals     21      25 
Memorials    100      100 

This does not include the monthly memorials that take place on the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of every month. 
 
Hospital / Nursing Home/ Shut-in Visitation 
For 2016 over 250 visits made by clergy.  In addition to phone ministry. 
 

Witness to Christ’s Love        Participants 10 
To complement our Parish Ministry by visiting, helping, befriending and caring for those who are in nursing homes, hos-
pital and shut-ins.  A new portion of the ministry was added in 2011 to include those who are homeless with the introduc-
tion of “BAGS OF LOVE.” 

 
Education Ministry 

Cathedral Lecture Tours        2016 Tours 30 
Besides the 23 Lecture Tours conducted during the Annual Atlanta Greek Festival, groups from Elementary Schools, 
Middle Schools, High Schools, Colleges and Universities come during the year to view the Cathedral. 

 
Sunday Catechetical School 2016-2017)  Enrollment 225   Staff 31 

 
Annunciation Day School (2016-2017)  Enrollment 118   Staff 27 

 
Afternoon Greek School (2016-2017)  Enrollment 34   Staff 7 

 
Annunciation Day Camp    Participants 110   Staff  57 
Participation is open to all 3 year-olds to 8th Graders (2 Weeks) 2016. 

 
Metropolis St. Stephen’s Camp  2016 Participants from our parish 26  Staff 12 

 
Metropolis Winter Youth Rally   2016 Participants from our parish 41  Staff 10 

 
Metropolis Hellenic Dance Festival  2016 Participants from our parish 37  Staff 25 

 
Archdiocese Ionian Village  2016 Participants from our parish 3   Staff 1 

 
Archdiocese Cross Roads Program 2016 Participants from our parish 1   Staff 1 

 
“Road to Orthodoxy” Inquirer / Convert Classes (Two Sessions) Average Adults 20 

  Series of 13 classes scheduled throughout the year for potential converts and inquirers. 
 

“Journey to Oneness” Pre-Marital Seminars 
  A seminar offered throughout the year for all couples preparing for marriage (required). 
 
 Godparents Seminar 

A seminar offered throughout the year for parents and godparents preparing for the sacrament of baptism (required). 
 

Outreach and Evangelism 
Food collection for St. John the Wonderworker Orthodox Church. Soup Kitchen, preparation and serving at Trin-

ity United Methodist Church. Our House Incorporated: Back to School supply drive, I.O.C.C. Loaves and Fishes Program, 
the Sunday School Christmas Project, Walk/Run for I.O.C.C. and “Souper Bowl” Sunday. Diaper Drive to benefit Our 
House Incorporated, and bake sales, Nicholas House Shelter, Toys for Tots, Genesis Shelter, Open Door Community, 
Saturday of Service. 

 
Wednesday Nite Life      Average 45 Participants 

Every Wednesday Night, refreshments are served and classes are offered on various subjects and topics about our Ortho-
dox Faith. 

 
The Annunciation Cathedral Bookstore & Gift Shop 

Beginning in 1972, the bookstore has provided a ministry to make our people more aware of the literature available to 
them about the Orthodox faith, written in both Greek and English. Also available are icons, Church devotional items and 
supplies. 

 
The Cathedral Library 

The Library is a ministry to make our people more aware of the literature and audio/visual materials available to them 
about the Orthodox faith, written in both Greek and English. 
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Church Service Support Groups 
Chanters / Choir/ Men’s Choir 

Together they offer responses and lead the faithful during all Divine Services.  All faithful are encouraged to join. 
 

Youth Choir      2016-2017 Participants 9 
Participation is open to all youth from 1st to 5th Graders. 

 
 

Epistle Readers      2016-2017 Participants 23 
  Participation is open to all 6th to 12th grade boys and girls 

 
Altar Boy Guild      2016-2017 Membership 49 

Participation is open to all 10 year-old to 12th grade boys. 
 

Handmaidens      2016-2017 Membership 32 
Participation is open to all 4th  to 12th grade girls. 

 
 Prosphoro Baking     6 Participants 
 
Pan-Orthodox Ministry (S.S. Cyril and Methodius Clergy Brotherhood) 

Monthly Meetings 
Local Parish Activities / Services 
Loaves and Fishes food program 
Sunday of Orthodoxy Service 
Catholic Orthodox Ecumenical Services (2) 

 
Youth Ministry 

Hellenic Orthodox Primary Education and Junior Orthodox Youth Average 40 Participants 
Participation is open to all Kindergartners to 2nd Graders and 3rd Graders to 5th Graders. 

 
Greek Orthodox Youth of America    Average 30 Participants 

Participation is open to all 6th through 12th Graders. 
   GOYA Meetings 
   Socials 
   Service Projects 
   Fundraising Activities 
 

Youth Basketball     2016 Participation 64  Staff 14 
Participation is open to all girls and boys from 7 to 14 years old. 

 
Annunciation Cathedral Basketball Camp 2016 Participation 16  Staff 4 

 
Cultural Programs 
 

St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival  2016 Participants 7  Staff 11 
 

Atlanta Greek Festival     Over 1,200 workers 
 
Social Programs 

Golden Group      Members Approximately 110 
 
Annunciation Day School Parent-Teacher Organization Members 92 Families 
Philoptochos Society       Members Approximately 200 

Philoptochos is a nationally chartered organization assisting the needy and the poor on an international, national and lo-
cal level. The Cathedral’s Ypapanti Chapter supports the many activities within the parish, both through member volun-
teer time as well as financial means.  The organization is active primarily in charitable programs and activities. 

 
Greek Orthodox Old Fellows Society   Average 25 Participants 

 
Campus Ministry         Fr. Christos is Chaplain for Georgia Tech, Georgia State, Agnes Scott, Mercer, Emory & Oglethorpe. 
 OCF 

Monthly meetings 
Retreats 
Community Service 
Social Activities 
College Conference South (Dec 28-31) 
Workdaze—November and March 
 

College Outreach Committee: 
  Monthly transportation to and from Church with luncheon afterwards 
  Giving of bags during the holiday season (Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter) 
 
Young Adult Ministry 
 Orthodoxy on Tap     Average 15 Participants 
  Monthly meeting and discussion on an Orthodox topic  
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Philoptochos Hosts Fundraiser for Aid to Greece and Cyprus  
On Sunday, November 6, 2016,  Philoptochos members Elaine Carlos and Vickie Scaljon  

hosted a                 beautiful afternoon Tea and Champagne reception at the Cherokee Town Club. 
This special event was  given to raise funds that will be distributed through the  

National Philoptochos for humanitarian aid to Greece and Cyprus. 
 

Over 65 ladies attended this event to support this most worthy cause.  Guests were shown a  
short film about “Apostoli” which is the largest food relief organization in Greece. The work  

that is being done by  this agency is very inspiring.  
 

In addition, National Philoptochos Board member Irene Steffes spoke to the group and shared  
her recent experiences in Greece, where she visited several places being helped by Apostoli. 

Through the great generosity of the guests, the Cathedral Philoptochos raised $11,500   
for aid to Greece and Cyprus. 

 
Thank you to Elaine and Vickie and their committee for  leading  this important philanthropic effort. 
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HOLY WEEK ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Holy Wednesday Epistle Readers 

Attention all 6th-12th graders, for the Holy Unction Service on Holy Wednesday at 2 PM, there are seven 
(7) epistles that are read. If you are interested in reading one of the epistles, please contact Fr. Christos at 
404-633-5870 or via email at frchristos@atlgoc.org. Since there are seven (7) epistles, seven (7) readers are 
needed. There will have permission slips available in the Sunday School office so you can leave school 
early that day. The service begins at 2:00 p.m. 

 

The Hymn of the Holy Youths, Holy Saturday Morning 
The Holy Saturday morning Vesperal Liturgy, which highlights the Hymn of the Holy Youths is an                
opportunities for families with young children to worship. This is an opportunity to receive Holy               
Communion and experience the joy and anticipation of our Lord’s Resurrection with the ringing of the 
bells and the hurling in the air the bay leaves. The services is comprised of the first part of Vespers and 
the Divine Liturgy at the point of the Hymn “Holy God”, “Αγιος ο Θεός”. The Service includes                   
proclaiming Christ’s Resurrection as He Descended into Hades to free and offer salvation to all those 
who were there from Adam and Eve to the Thief on the Cross. Another highlight is the biblical account 
of the Three Holy Youths in the Fire, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who were persecuted by King 
Nebuchadnezzar because of their belief in one God.  An angel of the Lord came down into the furnace to 
be with the three Youths and they were unharmed by the fire. Dancing in the furnace, they sang out             
joyfully and proclaimed the beautiful hymn.  
Once again, this is a wonderful Service for young children to attend and participate in by coming                 
prepared to receive Holy Communion. Remember that Holy Saturday is a strict fasting day. Remember 
also, that we are able to receive Holy Communion on Holy Saturday morning and after the Midnight 
Holy Resurrection Service. We also do not break the fast until after the Easter Pascha Divine Liturgy             
after midnight. An important practice to implement is for our adults and older children to sleep in the 
late afternoon, early evening on Holy Saturday and rest so that we can be vigilant and ready to celebrate 
our Lord’s Resurrection at the midnight service.  

 

Agape Service Readers 
We invite those who would like to offer themselves to reading the Gospel at the Easter Sunday morning 
Agape Service in various languages. Please contact Fr. Christos at 404-633-5870 or via email at                   
frchristos@atlgoc.org as soon as possible if you are interested in participating as an Agape Service reader. 

 

Agape Service, Perfect for Families with Young Children 
If you have a family with young children and are not able to come to the Holy Saturday Midnight              
Resurrection Service, then the Easter Sunday Vespers Agape Service at 11 AM is the perfect opportunity 
to celebrate this Great Feast Day! This amazing Service in which the Gospel proclaiming our Lord’s             
Resurrection is read in many languages to demonstrate that our Lord came to save the entire world. At 
the end of the Service our priests will be distributing eggs and for our children a special gift of Easter 
chocolate. Of course the Service is open to all ages, but the chocolate is only for the children! 

 

Holy Confession 
Fr. Paul and Fr. Christos will be available to hear confessions of the faithful in  

the Cathedral during Great Lent and Holy Week on the following days: 
Every Friday following the Salutations 

Saturday of Lazarus following Great Vespers 
Palm Sunday Night, Holy Monday Night, Holy Tuesday Night 

 
Fr. Paul and Fr. Christos are also available during Great Lent via appointment. 

(Please plan on participating in the sacrament of Holy Confession on or before Holy Tuesday Night) 

mailto:frchristos@atlgoc.org
mailto:frchristos@atlgoc.org
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Honor the memory of a loved one with a luminary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

$5.00 donation per luminary 

Sponsored by GOYA 

Luminaries will light our procession  

of the Epitaphion on Holy Friday 

Your Name __________________________________ 

In memory of ___________________________________ 
                                      

                          ____________________________________ 

(1 or 2 names per luminary)  

Please print clearly and include first and last name. 
 

The Clergy will remember your loved ones in prayer.   
It will not be necessary for you to write the names again. 

 

During our Holy Friday night procession, the luminaries will be arranged in 

alphabetical order by last name. 

Please return this completed form with check (payable to GOYA) or cash to 

Katherine Spetseris (katherinespets00@gmail.com 

or to the Cathedral office by Sunday, April 9th. 

Thank you for your support. 
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 ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Please join us for our Annual Sunday School  

Group Communion on 

 Saturday of Lazarus  

Saturday, April 8, 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orthros 8:00 am 

Divine Liturgy 9:00 am 
 

After the Divine Liturgy, all Sunday School students and family 

members will stay for our annual breakfast and making of the  

Palm Crosses.  This is one of the most beloved traditions of our  

Cathedral and has been done for over 60 years. 
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EDITOR: Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean (frpaulk@atlgoc.org) 
 

MANAGING EDITOR:  Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars 
(frchristos@atlgoc.org) 
 

DESIGN: Andrea Koulouris (andrea@atlgoc.org) 
 

All news can be e-mailed to office@atlgoc.org or put on a disk  

and brought to the Cathedral office during office hours 

 (Mon-Fri  9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)  
 

All Cathedral mail goes to the post office on the same day.  

If you do not receive your Annunciator in a timely manner,  
please call your post office and notify them. 

 

!  
 

Enjoy a FREE Gyro wrap 
on your Name Day! 

 
www.GrecianGyro.com      

 
Facebook.com/GrecianGyro

Paid Advertising: 

ECHOESOFATHENS.COM 
Your favorite Greek-American radio program now on the internet with your mistress of ceremonies 

Miss Vickie Henson 
Tune in to Echoes of Athens every Sunday 2:00-3:00 pm on WATB 1420 am on your radio dial 

just like the old days or listen at www.echoesofathens.com on demand : Όποτε Θέλετε! 
 

                               706-962-3246                     requests@echoesofathens.com 

Currently accepting sponsors & Advertisers 
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KOLIVA & PROSFORON 
(sizes may vary) 

For orders contact  
Marina Kuluberis 
Cell: 678-488-0810 

Home: 770-923-8016 

http://www.GrecianGyro.com

