
The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 

FAITH MAP 
 
 
Goal #1:  

“Worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the fountains of 
water” (Revelation 14:7b)  
 
Become the true body of Christ on Earth, spreading the Good 
News of the Gospel and drawing all people to eternal salvation.  

 
The primary and essential purpose of our Cathedral is to lead all souls to salvation.  
 

Our Cathedral must serve as bastion of Orthodoxy, brightly shining the true and unerring fullness 
of the Faith. It must also serve as a spiritual hospital caring for a fallen world. The Cathedral will 
continually make these goals a reality through proper instruction of the Faith and the 
administration of the Holy Mysteries in the most effective ways possible. 
 
INITIATIVE 1 
Refine the worship experience in order to continually strengthen the parish in its spiritual 
journey. To this end we will: 

 Continue to incorporate more English in the services as well make careful and accurate 
translations readily available. 

 Introduce of more services both in the evenings and on Saturdays. 
 In particular, add regular Saturday evening Vespers with Holy Confession offered 

afterwards. 
 Introduce more ways for women to participate in the Liturgical life of the Church as 

appropriate. 
 Incorporate a web cam to allow home-bound parishioners to view live-streams as well as 

recorded services. 
 Continue the “Special Needs” Liturgy. 
 Encourage more congregational singing.  
 Establish formal training for parishioners interested in learning how to chant. 
 Create ongoing opportunities for the Youth Choir to participate in the Liturgical life of 

the Church. 
 Re-establish the Nursery.  
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 Continue to create ways for newcomers and visitors to feel welcome.  
 Eliminate First Liturgy to foster a stronger, undivided body of Christ. 

Retain the First Liturgy; 
 
INITIATIVE 2 
Continue to build our Catechetical and Religious Education Programs to effectively 
instruct parishioners in the Faith. To this end, we will: 

 Grow the Wednesday NITE Life Program and increase its offerings and include more 
outside speakers. 

 Establish additional Bible Study groups in addition to offerings at Wednesday NITE Life; 
 Reestablish an Adult Sunday School; 
 Create more weekend Workshops/Retreats on various topics of the Faith. 
 Include more “Teaching” Liturgies throughout the year. 

 
INITIATIVE 3 

 Continue our efforts to reach out to all age groups of our parish and bring them into full 
community. To that end, we will: 

 Develop programs for young, post-collegiate Orthodox Christians. 
 Connect/involve our parish more directly with other parishes in the Metropolis. 
 Provide ongoing social events aimed specific groups such as teens, singles, young parents 

and senior citizens. 
 Establish programs and activities geared toward newly married spouses who are not 

Orthodox. 
 Devise a comprehensive and effective social media strategy to promote activities of the 

Cathedral  
 

 INITIATIVE 4 
 Meeting all the initiatives outlined in this Faith Map is unworkable with only two full-time 

priests. To address this challenge, we will:  
 Hire at least one more full-time priest, bringing the clergy staff to a minimum of three 

full-time priests. 
 Provide for at least two full-time pastoral assistants. 
 Establish a development fund/scholarship program for aspiring priests and/or deacons.  

 
 
Goal #2:   
 
 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” 
 (Hebrews 11:1)  
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 Become a beacon of Orthodoxy in Atlanta, witnessing the Orthodox 
 Christian Faith to our Parish and our city through Service, Outreach, 
 and Fellowship programs.  
 
As members of the Body of Christ, it is our goal and sacred obligation to demonstrate the love of 
Christ through our actions toward our neighbors within own parish community as well as in the 
greater Atlanta area. 
 
INITIATIVE 1 
Develop Service/Outreach Programs for needy and elderly. Also, create greater awareness 
of existing programs. To this end, we will: 

 Provide meals to those in need on a regular basis.  
 Provide financial assistance as necessary.  
 Make regular visitations to the elderly, those in hospitals and in prison. 
 Create organized prayer lists;  
 Create programs to assist local unemployed /underemployed people.  
 Increase awareness of and create convenient ways to participate in existing International 

Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC).  
 
INITIATIVE 2 
Engage the greater Atlanta area by providing programs of interest to a wider non-
Orthodox audience. To this end, we will:  

 Create an ESL programs or English Conversation classes;  
 Create an ongoing speaker series or symposia featuring local non-Orthodox clergy, 

comparative religion teachers, private faith based K-12 educators, theology professors 
and seminary students to foster dialogue and increase the exposure of Orthodoxy.  

 Create a comprehensive strategy to better showcase the Orthodox Faith at the annual 
Greek Festival. 

 Further develop Saturday of Service/OCMC’s Short Break, Summer and Long-Term 
missionary programs for both the youth and adult participation. 

 Plan more interior/exterior church clean-up days.  
 

INITIATIVE 3 
Create closer fellowship within our parish. We will establish more visible outreach 
programs to our young adults, visitors, newcomers to the city and recent converts to the 
Faith as well as interfaith married couples through the following programs:  

 Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) luncheons to keep college students connected to 
Orthodox Church. 

 Creation of a newcomer buddy system, pairing newcomers with active members who can 
introduce them to others during coffee hour and also create a program wherein small 
groups of parishioners will be paired with new members for lunch after church or other 
social settings.  

 
INITIATIVE 4 
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Take on the responsibility of not only being the Metropolitan Cathedral, but a leader of 
Orthodox Christianity in the city of Atlanta. To that end, we will:  

 Create regularly occurring opportunities to worship and engage in fellowship activities 
with all sister Orthodox churches in the city irrespective of jurisdiction.  

 Take the lead and actively invite the sister churches to ongoing social and spiritual events 
(beyond obvious occasions such as the Sunday of Orthodoxy) in order to create more 
Orthodox unity. 

 
 
Goal #3:   
 
 “So then brethren, stand firm, hold to the traditions which you were taught by us, either   
 by word of mouth or by letter” (2 Thessalonians 2:15). 

 

 Become a major educational center in the metropolitan Atlanta area 
 through the creation of an excellent K-8 Parochial School, a vibrant 
 Pre-K program and educational programs available to all ages covering 
 Orthodox spirituality, catechetical instruction and our rich Hellenic 
 Culture.   
 

As the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral has grown, our parish has retained the deep 
respect for education instilled in us by our early immigrant founders. The men and women that 
built the vibrant Church community in Atlanta understood that education plays a critical role in 
our growth as citizens and Orthodox Christians. They built Catechetical and Greek Language 
Schools that have enriched the lives of parishioners for over a century. Following these formal 
educational programs, the Cathedral created and has maintained various adult and youth spiritual 
education programs. Building upon these successful programs and schools, the Cathedral has 
embarked upon the creation of a K-8  Parochial School and Pre-K program for our parishioners as 
well as all those in the greater Atlanta area. The opportunity to teach and learn in such a rich 
spiritual and cultural environment is one of the Cathedral’s greatest strengths. Our goal is to 
position the Cathedral as a model of spiritual, academic and cultural success for our parishioners 
and a diverse Atlanta population and to demonstrate through our varied educational programs the 
love of Christ for all people.   
  
INITIATIVE 1 
Fund and Develop the Parochial School from the current Day School through middle 
school and offer the amenities found at other local private schools while not deviating from 
the curriculum focused on parochial education, Orthodoxy and Greek culture.  To develop 
this initiative the following will be needed: 

 Greater internal and external marketing especially to local neighborhoods via local 
newspapers, real estate caravans, local parenting magazines, signage, and Greek 
Festival outreach.   

 Understanding why families leave through exit surveys. 
 Investment in services including meals, computer labs, media center and sports. 
 Extension of current programs including field trips, music, art, and a greater use of 

technology. 
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 Extension of hours to support working families in the form of after care programs. 
 

 
 
INITIATIVE 2 
Provide Comprehensive Religious Education Program through the following: 

 Expansion of class types, times, and subject offerings.  
 Create programs for Byzantine chanting, history and “Adult Sunday School” that does 

not interfere with existing liturgical services and children’s Sunday School.  
 Bible school classes for various groups and special Lenten programs. 
 
 

INITIATIVE 3 
Provide Educational Tools For Remote Use: 
Development of classes, curricula and tools to allow parishioners and others that do not have 
access to the Cathedral an opportunity to learn about the Church, our Hellenic Culture and 
Orthodoxy. These tools will need to be available via the web so they are easily accessed.  Forms 
of communication will include:  

 Webinars  
 Podcasts 
 Live-streaming of selected services  
 Recorded sermons/classes  
 Blogs and online classes  
 Provision of these online materials through other media such as CDs/DVDs and a 

renovated library/media center to check out materials.  
 
INITIATIVE 4 
The Cathedral will expand the current Greek Language School and other cultural offerings 
to include all ages and possibly those outside the church. To that end, we will:  

 Ensure that programs support families with either childcare support or parallel classes for 
adults and children.  

 Add more conversational classes in addition to the formal curriculum for Greek 
Language Studies.  

 Create online classes and materials.  
 Establish a summer Greek camp program;  
 Create a full emersion class.  
 Create opportunities for professors from local schools to provide lectures. 

 
 
Goal #4: 
 
 “For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God” (Hebrews 3:4) 
 
 Create new facilities and improve existing facilities in order to serve all members of 
 the community. 
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As the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral has grown, the needs of its parishioners have 
evolved. The opportunity to engage the community in a spiritually rich environment of programs 
and activities is one of the Cathedral’s greatest strengths. Our goal is to provide a physical 
campus capable of adequately meeting the spiritual, educational and recreational needs of each 
member of the parish. 
 
INITIATIVE 1: 
Create a place where Heaven and earth meet.  
The heart and spiritual center of the community is within its beautiful worship space. In order to 
maintain the holiness of the worship experience and to enhance the ability for parishioners to 
touch the Divine, our worship space must create an environment wherein we are transported 
from this world and enter into a realm where we do not know whether we are in Heaven or on 
Earth. To make this more possible, we will focus on seven specific areas:  

 Expand the area behind the Altar in order to better facilitate the needs of our clergy, 
especially on those major Feast Days when Hierarchical Divine Liturgies are celebrated 
and when many guest clergy are present.  

 Add new iconography in the Sanctuary to further beautify the environment and to add 
visual instruction to the faithful.  

 Install stained glass, replacing the open glass surrounding the large icons, in order to 
more fully focus our parishioners on the services taking place within the Sanctuary and to 
further enhance the beauty of the space.  

 Completely renovate the Narthex to better use its space and alleviate some of the noise 
issues. 

 Upgrade and renovate the organ, which is in sore need of repair in order to better 
facilitate the beauty of hymnody in the Divine services of the Church.  

 Replace the dome and change from the current white structure to a steel dome of a 
contrasting color in order to correct decades of wear, ensure years of virtual maintenance-
free use and to further beautify the exterior of the Cathedral.  

 Replace the bronze front doors with doors that are more useful and that will again add to 
the beauty of the Cathedral’s exterior. 

 
INTIATIVE 2: 
Renovate our facilities.  
While worship is of paramount concern for the Church, it is nevertheless critical that all 
parishioners have an environment where they may feel the warmth of fellowship with one 
another. Appropriate space for the teaching and learning of the Faith as well as creating and 
maintaining appropriate facilities for the growing Annunciation Day School is also of great 
importance. To enhance these experiences we will make significant renovations and 
improvements to Carlos Hall and the Educational Building. 
 
Carlos Hall is an important gathering space for the faithful. It is used every Sunday after the 
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Divine Liturgy as well as frequently throughout the week for many programs and events. It has 
remained largely unchanged for decades and is therefore in critical need of renovation. We will:  

 Install of new floors.  
 Apply fresh wall paint.  
 Expand the kitchen. 
 Reconfigure the stage area. 
 Make sure the renovated hall could also double as the cafeteria for ADS. 

 
The Education Building has served parishioners since its construction in the late 1960s. 
However, as the Cathedral has grown, its use has expanded from providing a space for Sunday 
School and Greek School to also becoming the home of the Annunciation Day School (ADS). 
This school is becoming recognized within the greater Atlanta area has an institution of academic 
excellence. More importantly, it is fast becoming a major ministry of the Cathedral and a vehicle 
whereby many enter the Church. Given the growing importance of ADS and its significant 
progress towards becoming a K-8 institution, serious renovation of the entire building is 
appropriate and necessary. Improvements to the building will not only aid the educational 
mission of the ADS, but also be of significant benefit to those enrolled in Sunday School and 
Greek School programs. We will:  

 Create a new architectural plan and implement in order to completely renovate all 
existing classrooms and create a suitable office space.  

 Update all plumbing, restroom facilities and lighting.  
 Make sure the building will meet the needs of a K-8 parochial school as well as the Greek 

School and Sunday School.  
 Install state-of-the-art technology for teaching and learning and the creation of a suitable 

Media Center/Library. 
 
INITIATIVE 3 
Create an open and inviting environment for all.  
While all the facilities on the campus of the Annunciation Cathedral have ably served 
generations of parishioners, it is becoming increasingly evident that the facilities have never 
provided adequate access for every parishioner. Those within the community and our visitors 
with physical disabilities find their access to the campus limited. It is important for us to create a 
warm and inclusive environment where every person, irrespective of physical ability, may feel 
welcome. To that end, we will:  

 Improve handicap access outside and inside the facilities and bring entire campus into 
ADA compliance.  

 Add handicap parking, ramps and elevators.  
 Repave and restripe the parking lot. 
 Purchase new vans for community use. 

 
INITIATIVE 4 
Improve the recreational facilities.  
Fellowship within the Church takes on many forms. Gathering after services to break bread is 
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one type of important activity that makes all members of the community feel connected. Another 
important way to foster fellowship within the community is through recreational activities. These 
types of activities are crucial in building a community and strengthening the bonds of all 
parishioners within a loving Christian environment. The current gymnasium has served as a 
center for sports activities for all ages within the parish. Yet, there are still many improvements 
that can be made to further enhance our recreational offerings, better serve our parishioners and 
strengthen a person’s ties to the Church. We will therefore undertake to:  

 Update and expand the playground area as well as the all-purpose field.  
 Install artificial turf on the all-purpose field.  
 Expand the picnic area.  
 Add a new bathroom to the upper floor of the gym for the convenience of our 

parishioners and many guests. 
 Hire a full time Activities Director to organize and supervise all activities in the gym and 

on the field and serve as an Athletic Director for the Cathedral’s many athletic programs. 
 
INITIATIVE 5: 
Consider the entire campus.  
In considering the size and scope of the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral campus, it is 
important that several improvements be made affecting all facilities. To that end, we will:  

 Install clear signage throughout the campus.  
 Install new HVAC and security systems. 
 Develop and implement a comprehensive and ongoing maintenance program. 

 
 
 
 

ALL THIS TO THE GLORY OF GOD 


