
1 

 

ST. PAUL COMES TO MACEDONIA 
In order to understand the background and                             
circumstances under which St. Paul wrote his letters, we 
need to follow his steps as given to us through the Books 
of Acts. It is the Book of Acts, written by St. Luke, which 
traces the chronological sequence of St. Paul's missionary 
journeys. 

In Acts 16:6-10, we read about               
St. Paul coming to Macedonia, 
(probably in the summer of 50 
A.D.), to preach the gospel. There 
were several other places along the 
way that St. Paul and his company 
could have focused their preaching 
ministry, but each one met with an 
obstacle from the Holy Spirit. Asia 
and Bithynia were off limits for 
evangelizing at this point in time. The door to                         
Macedonia, however, was opened widely. In this,                        
St. Paul's second missionary journey, we can truly say it 
was by far the most dramatic.  

The reason being that St. Paul sees a vision of a man of 
Macedonia who stood before him pleading, “Come over 
to Macedonia to help us.” 

Macedonia opened up a whole world for St. Paul to bring 
Christ to the land of Alexander the Great. Macedonia was 
the kingdom of Alexander the Great, who had conquered 

the world and wept because there were no more worlds 
left to conquer. Nevertheless, Alexander was much more 
than a military conqueror. He was more a missionary 
than a soldier; he dreamed of a world dominated and 
enlightened by the culture of Greece. Alexander had             
declared that he was sent by God to unite the whole 

world. He claimed that his aim was 
to "marry the East to the West." He 
dreamed of an empire in which 
there was “neither Greek nor Jew, 
barbarian or Scythian, slave or free 
man, but Christ is all and in 
all” (Col. 3: 11). 

When we dig in a little deeper, it is 
easy to see why St. Paul would have 
Alexander the Great in his 
thoughts. St. Paul had left from              

Alexandrian Troas, named after Alexander, and then 
came to Macedonia, which was Alexander’s original      
kingdom; he worked at the city of Philippi, which was 
named after Alexander’s Father, Philip; he went on to 
Thessalonica, which was named after Alexander’s                 
half-sister. Saturated with these memories, St. Paul saw 
this area as a fertile world for Christ. 

ST. PAUL COMES TO THESSALONICA 
St. Paul’s coming to Thessalonica becomes extremely      
significant for the spreading of Christianity, when we               
examine the historical importance of this city. Its original 
name was Thermai, which means, “The Hot Springs”, and 
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it gave its name to the Thermaic Gulf, on which it stood. 
It has always been a famous harbor. It was there that 
Xerxes the Persian had his naval base when he invaded 
Europe; and even in Roman times, it was one of the 
world’s great dockyards.  

In 315 B.C., Cassander had rebuilt the city and renamed 
it Thessalonica, the name of his wife, the daughter of 
Philip of Macedon. It was a free city in that Roman              
soldiers had never occupied it. For a time, it was a                 
question whether it or Constantinople would be                       
recognized as the capital of the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps the greatest importance of Thessalonica is that 
it is seated on the ancient trade route known as the 
Egnatian Way or Road. The Egnatian Road extends from 
Asia Minor (on the Bosporus), all the way through 
Greece to the Adriatic Sea. It remains today as the main 
passage through the city. It is the main road, which links 
Rome with East. Crossing from Greece to Italy it changes 
names to the Appian Way. 

It is impossible to overstress the importance of the                
arrival of Christianity in Thessalonica. If Christianity was 
settled there, it was bound to spread east along the 
Egnatian Road until all Asia was conquered and West 
until it stormed even the city of Rome. St. Paul's mission 
to Thessalonica was crucial in making Christianity spread 
quickly into a world religion. (We should not forget that 
the Holy Spirit guided them in this direction). 

 

ST. PAUL'S STAY IN THESSALONICA 
In the Book of Acts chapter 17, verses 1-10, we read 
about St. Paul's stay in Thessalonica. For St. Paul, what 
happened in this city was of supreme importance. He 
preached in the synagogue for three Sabbaths; however 
the main thrust of his mission took place in the market, 
in the streets and lanes of Thessalonica. Most biblical 

scholars agree that after the first three weeks those who 
received St. Paul's message began to meet in the house 
of a man named Jason. During this time, he supported 
himself and his companions through skilled labor and 
through the gifts received from the Christians at Philippi 
(Phil. 4:6). He made the synagogue the focus of his             
mission, explaining from the Scripture that it was               
necessary for the Messiah to suffer and rise from the 
dead, and that Jesus is the Messiah (Acts 17:2-3).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The exact length of his stay in Thessalonica is hard to  
determine. We do know that he was there long enough 
to establish the Church and at the same time enrage the 
Jews. St. Paul, his life threatened, had to be smuggled 
out of the city to Berea (Acts 17:10-12). In Berea, the 
Jews of the synagogue were more receptive (“fair              
minded” Acts 17:11), of St. Paul’s message, but then 
Thessalonian Jews travelled to Berea and stirred up the 
crowds against him. Once again, he is smuggled out of 
Berea and makes his escape to Athens. He left Timothy 
and Silas behind to continue the work of the young 
Church.  

Upon his arrival in Athens, St. Paul sent immediate word 
for Silas and Timothy to bring him news about                  
Thessalonica. While in Athens, waiting to receive an            
update, St. Paul made his famous speech at the foot of 
the Acropolis at Areopagus, relating to the Athenians 
that the “Unknown God” that they worship, he knows 
and He is “…God who made the world and everything 
in it…” (Acts 17:24).  

Timothy brings back good news about the Church in 
Thessalonica. The affection of the people for St. Paul was 
as strong as ever; and they were standing fast in the 
faith. They were indeed "his glory and his joy". However, 
there some troubling questions on the minds of the                 
infant community. The disruptions and persecution, 
which had plagued St. Paul’s labors continued to afflict 
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the young Church. St. Paul’s letter is a response to those 
questions.  

Here are the main points in St. Paul’s letter: 

1. The preaching of the Second Coming had              
produced an unhealthy situation in which people 
had stopped working and had abandoned all           
ordinary pursuits to await the Second Coming 
with a kind of hysterical expectancy. St. Paul                 
admonishes them to be quiet and to get on with 
the work (1 Thes. 4:11). 

 
2. They were worried about what was to happen to 

those who died before the Second Coming              
arrived. St. Paul explains that those who fall 
asleep in Jesus will miss none of the glory                    
(1 Thes. 4:13-18).  

 
3. There was the ever-present danger that they 

would relapse into immorality. It was hard to       
unlearn the point of view of generations and to 
escape the contagion of the heathen world                    
(1 Thes. 4:3-8).  

 
4. A faction slandered St. Paul. They hinted that he 

preached the gospel for what he could get out of 
it (1 Thes. 2:5,9); and that he was something of a 
dictator (1 Thes. 2:6,7 & 11). There were                   
destructive rumors challenging St. Paul’s                        
integrity. It was asserted that his religious appeal 
was ground in error. The gospel was not a divine 
reality, but a human delusion. St. Paul answers 
these rumors in his opening words, “our gospel 
came to you not only in word, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full                               
conviction” (1:5). Continuing he says, “You know 
what kind of men we proved to be among you 
for your sake. It is not the word of men…but…
the word of God, which is at work in you                      
believers” (2:13).  

 
5. There was a certain amount of division in the 

Church (4:9; 5:13). St. Paul challenged by the 
problems of the early Church show that human 
nature has not changed even until this present 
day. 

According to the Orthodox Study Bible, St. Paul’s first 
letter to the Thessalonians is the first chronologically of 
all the twenty-seven books of the New Testament. The 

time of authorship is placed approximately six months 
after the Church in Thessalonica was founded, close to 
50 A.D. The major theme of his letter is very clear to his 
flock and to us: A holy life leads to eternal life and the 
heart of his Christian message was the presentation of 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior. Jesus, the Son 
of God who rose from the dead was the only Savior that 
could rescue those living an immoral life from God’s 
wrath.  

St. Paul had the unique and special gift of being able             
to relate his message to the society in which he 
preached. In speaking to his listeners, he explained the 
Second Coming of Jesus sighting a familiar Gentile              
custom. When a monarch came to the city on an official 
visit, they would have a special public ceremony to greet 
him. St. John Chrysostom commenting on this in                   
1st Thessalonians 4:17, says, “During the ceremony, 
those who were in the good graces of the sovereign 
would go forth from the city in order to meet him, but 
the criminals were kept within the city where they 
would await the sentence, which the king would                 
pronounce. In the same manner, when the Lord will 
come, the first group will go out to meet Him with as-
surance in the midst of the air, while the guilty and 
those who are conscious of having committed many 
sins will await below their judge.”  

St. Paul also exhorts and instructs the neophyte                    
Christians, as a loving spiritual father, to expect trials 
and affliction for the sake of the gospel (3:3-4). He 
offered guidance on important areas of personal                     
morality, social conduct and holiness (4:1-8). He reminds 
them “…to love one another” (4:9). 
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In the Sundays before the Nativity, there is much  

excitement and anticipation of the great event. We          

remember many saints and prophets—the forefathers, 

both of the flesh and of the spirit—that foretold about 

the coming of Christ. We remember them and rejoice 

with them until that day, but what about the saints that 

come after the Nativity? What about the saints that had 

an impact on those events, but are not celebrated until 

after that joyous day? 

I wanted to spend our time looking at the memory of 

three particular saints who are closely related to our 

Lord: David the King, Joseph the Betrothed, and James 

the Brother of the Lord. 

The prophet and King               

David is the source of the 

royal line of the Hebrews 

from which both the Virgin 

Mary and the righteous 

Joseph were descended. 

Because of this lineage, 

Jesus Christ could properly 

be called, "King of the 

Jews," for in the flesh He is of royal lineage. Of course, 

since He is also God, the maker and ruler of all creation, 

He was therefore not only King of the Jews but also King 

of all that is. 

From each of these righteous men—David, Joseph 

and James—we learn much about the spiritual life.             

David, of course, was a man after God's own heart, as 

the scripture tells us and so from him, we can learn how 

to draw near to God. Even when he fell into grave sin, 

we see from David's deep and 

heartfelt repentance our own 

path back to God when we fall 

away. 

James, the Brother of the 

Lord, was the first bishop of the 

Church in Jerusalem. He                

presided over the first apostolic 

council (which is described in the 

book of Acts 15:2-35); authored a Divine Liturgy (which 

is the oldest Divine Liturgy in continual use in our 

Church) and was finally martyred for his confession of 

Jesus Christ. 

Joseph, the betrothed of 

the Virgin Mary, was chosen 

by God to be the guardian of 

Jesus Christ and his holy 

Mother, a task that he per-

formed with great humility 

and diligence. 

Too often when we con-

sider the saints we tend to 

project our own situation and 

passions on them and as a 

result, they become a bit 

clouded. Few are more distorted in popular life than the 

righteous Joseph and so it is important to stop                         

occasionally to see who he really was. 

First, we must remember that Joseph was not a 

young man, he was indeed already a widower of many 

years with at least six grown children (there may have 

been more as the number of daughters is uncertain) 

(Mark 6:3; Matthew 13:55). At the time he was chosen 

to be the guardian of the Virgin Mary he was already 80 

years old and according to the Great Synaxarion he lived 

to be 110 (meaning that he died just before Jesus began 

His public ministry). 

Although he was of royal lineage (being in the line of 

David the King) Joseph was a poor man who earned his 

living by means of hard labor (for he was a carpenter). 

Being a carpenter in that time did not mean going to the 

lumberyard and picking up a load of 2x4's, plywood and 

nails with which to build a house—rather it meant going 

out, felling a tree, sawing it and shaping it into what was 

needed and then, without nails, assembling that lumber 

into what was desired. It was extremely hard labor, and 

this was the daily life of Joseph. 

He was miraculously chosen by God to be the                 

guardian of the Virgin Mary when she was no longer 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Gospel_of_Mark
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able to live in the Temple. Although it was the custom 

for young women such as her to return home, wed and 

raise families, she was unable to return home as her      

parents, Joachim and Anna, had died and she was the 

only child. In addition, she had made a vow to remain a 

virgin dedicated to the             

service of God. The priests               

recognizing her piety and 

holiness did not wish to 

force her to break that 

vow. 

Therefore, all the                 

eligible widowers were 

gathered at the temple and 

from each one was taken a 

staff, which was then 

placed in the Holy of               

Holies. The staff of Joseph 

began to bud just as the 

staff of Aaron had in              

ancient times to indicate that he was the one chosen by 

God. Though he sought to avoid this honor, Joseph               

finally submitted to the will of God and took the Virgin 

Mary into his household and for her protection she was 

betrothed to Him (otherwise she would be considered a 

prostitute or a mistress, being found in the household of 

an unrelated man.) Thus, we call Joseph, "the                         

betrothed" to set him apart as the chosen protector of 

the Virgin Mary and her divine Child. 

Joseph was also righteous, that is, he heard the word 

of the Lord and kept it. When the Virgin was found to be 

with child, he assumed this pregnancy to be the result of 

youthful passion and adultery. He set out to resolve the 

matter secretly so that she would not be accused or                

exposed to public dishonor. However, before he could              

accomplish this, an angel came to him in a dream and 

revealed to him that this pregnancy was not the fruit of 

sin, but rather that it was the miraculous fruit of                    

righteousness and that the Virgin had been chosen by 

God to bear the Messiah, miraculously conceived                

without an earthly father. 

Joseph became, at this moment, the very first                 

convert to the Christian faith for he abandoned his own 

fallen opinion and received with joy the revelation of 

God that this Child would be for the  salvation of not          

only the people of Israel, but of all mankind. Even 

though this belief was tested by the evil one (as we see 

depicted in the icon of the Nativity) Joseph did not doubt 

but remained faithful to the word of God that had been 

given to him by the angel. Later, after the birth of the 

Child, an angel again came to him and instructed him to 

take the Child and his 

mother (note the words 

here—the angel did not say 

"your wife and son"           

or  even "your betrothed" 

but "the Child and his             

mother"  indicating the true 

relationship between them 

all) into Egypt to avoid the 

wrath of Herod. Here we 

see a man, over 80 years 

old, in obedience to the 

word of God embark upon 

a very difficult journey of 

months over the sands of 

the desert from Israel into Egypt. Even today, this is a 

difficult journey by car or train and at that time, the only 

transportation was to walk. Nevertheless, Joseph, 

putting his trust in God, obeyed. 

From this journey to Egypt and the return, we see 

the complete dependence and faith in God's providence 

in the life of Joseph. Joseph had no real idea where he 

was going; he did not know anyone in Egypt; he had no 

resources or connections. Like the Hebrew people of old, 

he simply followed day by day the leading of God. Even 

after having arrived in Egypt and settling there, when 

they returned Joseph was redirected throughout the 

journey avoiding Jerusalem and Judea, going into Galilee 

and finally returning to his home in Nazareth. 

Throughout this whole time, Joseph acted out of                

simple trust and obedience to the word of the Lord. He 

had no guarantees or even any idea of what he would 

find each day, but trusted in God's provision on a day-to-

day basis, knowing that as long as he was living in               

obedience to the word of God that God would in turn 

provide for him his needs. 

Some 30 years later, Jesus Christ would reiterate this 

very attitude of simple daily dependence on God in the 

Sermon on the Mount. Because he heard the word of 

the Lord and kept it, because of his simple and                     

unshakeable trust in God, and unwavering dependence 
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upon the providence of God, Joseph is known as one of 

the Righteous Ones. 

Being the betrothed of 

the Virgin, Joseph is also 

known as the guardian and 

protector first of the Virgin 

Mary and then of her child 

the God/man Jesus Christ. 

This ministry as guardian of 

the Virgin and child is              

an angelic calling. From     

the intervention of the             

angels in the birth of   

Christ, we can see that  

they themselves descend-

ed from heaven to serve 

God Who would become 

man and to wonder at the mystery of the incarnation. 

God, Who was above all things, submitted Himself not to 

the angelic life, but descended even to the physical 

world and become man. He was subject to all the               

dangers and corruption of the fallen physical world. He 

could be harmed; he could be injured and even killed. 

However, the angels continued to serve and protect him 

and when they saw danger they warned those who were 

charged with the protection of the divine Child. 

When the angels saw the intent of Herod to destroy 

the Christ Child through mass murder of the infants, the 

angel came to Joseph who was the earthly protector. 

The angel warned Joseph in a dream and committed the 

Child into his care. Joseph became the agent on earth of 

the angelic host who served God in heaven. In taking the 

Child and his mother to safety in Egypt, Joseph was             

doing the work of the holy angels and so shared the               

angelic calling. In Egypt, and later in returning to Israel, 

he continued to be the agent of the angelic host and 

even after his death, he performed the angelic task of 

proclaiming the good news for when he descended into 

Hades to await the coming salvation of the God/man     

Jesus Christ, he proclaimed the good news of the coming 

of the promised One to those among the righteous who 

awaited His coming that they might be freed from the 

captivity of the evil one. 

Joseph was indeed one of the righteous and as the 

betrothed of the Virgin Mary he became the agent of the 

angelic host in protecting and serving the incarnate God. 

His unfailing and undoubting trust in God stands for us 

as a shining example of how we can order our own lives. 

Just as he did, we trust in 

God, we hear the word of 

the Lord and order our 

lives in obedience to it. Just 

as he served God in                 

imitation of the angels, so 

also we serve our Lord             

Jesus Christ. 

The righteous one, Joseph 

the betrothed, is the very 

first convert to the                

Christian faith and stands 

even now before the God/

man Jesus Christ and               

His mother, the Virgin 

Mary as the first of us all who have left behind our own 

fallen and sinful lives in order to serve God and follow 

Jesus Christ as He leads us from earth to heaven. 
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Χριστούγεννα πρωτούγεννα, 
πρώτη γιορτή του χρόνου, 

για βγάτε ‘δέτε μάθετε πως ο Χριστός γεννάται» 
Κάλαντα Πελοποννήσου 

 
(It’s Christmas, the first birth, the first feast of the 
year, come out, see and learn that Christ is born…) 

Christmas Carols of Peloponnese 
 

 Once again, by God’s grace we have reached 
the blessed period of Christmas. A period which              
is surely blessed and joyous for many people, 
whereas for many others it is most surely                    
bothersome and deafening, with all the decorations, 
shopping, commercials etc. Alongside the festive 
surroundings, there is a growing whining from all 
those who wonder how did we get to this point. 
Everyone gets busy with Christmas presents,              
preparation for the Christmas meal(s), family               
gatherings, business and friends’ parties, secret  
Santa’s, commercial deals from restaurants to shoe 
stores, and, of course, it is “a must” to wear an 
“ugly” Christmas sweater (that’s definitely my            
favorite part!). Evidently, the fact that the Son of 
God became Man and dwelt among us (John 1:14) 
can only fit in some Christmas cards, although the 
mainstream leans more towards neutrally religious 
cards. 
 That said, given the disturbance associated 
with Christmas, history holds a great lesson of how 
terrible the other extreme might be. Namely, in the 
year 1644, an Act of Parliament in England was 
passed, according to which, Christmas festivities 
were banned, as “idol practices” and a “waste” of 
time and money. For three years, until 1647, the  
unfortunate English people had to suffer that            
dreadful practice of the Puritans, who managed to 
turn the celebration for Christmas into misery.           
Having the knowledge of this historical incident, no 
matter how irritating the Christmas season might be 
for some, I want to believe that, no one wants to 
argue in favor of the other end.  
 From another view, it is Christmas and any 
reference to it should not be on the grounds of 
whining or tolerance, but of joy and beauty, which 
this period brings. As St. Athanasius wrote “God            

became man, so that man might become God”.
1
 The 

participation of humankind to the Divine Grace             
surpasses the whole creation; such joy cannot be 
narrowed to a mere spiritual contemplation, as the 
pathetic Puritans suggested, but it impacts                       
everything from the Church services, to food,              
clothing, socializing, everything. After all, Christ            
is born and nothing can remain the same.                     
Nonetheless, the words of St. Paul indicate the            
discretion needed, so that one might not forget             
the very essence of the feast: “whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory              
of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). 
 Christmas has always been a great feast for 
Christendom. Although the available references 
seem to be somewhat obscure and sporadic, it is 
understood that the first Christians commemorated 
the Birth of Christ distinctly. In the Early Church, 
there was a feast named Theophany – Epiphany 
(Θεοφάνεια –Επιφάνεια) in which the Birth and 
Baptism of Christ were celebrated combined on   
January 6th. However, in the fourth century, Pope 
Julius I (337-352) initiated a new practice, according 
to which Christmas would be celebrated separately 
from Epiphany, on December 25th. The Church of 
Rome had to take this decision in order to confront 
the major pagan feast of God Mithra, which was on 
December 25th and was attended by many                   
Christians. As it turned out this was a brilliant              
initiative, which caused the annihilation not only of 
Mithra’s feast day, but also of his cult in general.  
 The example of Pope Julius I followed some 
bishops in the East. In 376, St. Basil, Archbishop of 
Caesarea in Cappadocia gave a sermon referring to 
Christmas as being an individual feast. All the same, 
in 386, St. John Chrysostom, still a humble priest, 
suggested that the Church of Antioch should adopt 
the practice of the Church of Rome. Some years            
later, it was he who as Patriarch of Constantinople 
decided that the Eastern Church should follow the 
Western practice in that all should celebrate                    
Christmas on December 25th.  
 Since the fourth century and onwards,  
Christmas has been a source of hope for God’s 
peace upon the imperfect world we live in.                    
Consequently, the anticipation for such a great feast 
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has always inspired people throughout the Christian 
world who had created many, various customs and 
traditions to honor the Coming of the Messiah. 
 In this article, I will present a concise                            
presentation of some of the main Greek folk             
customs. Some of these customs have been inspired 
from our Christian tradition, whereas others, most 
of them, have more ancient origin and derive 
straight from the Ancient Greek pagan Tradition. 
When the people in Ancient Greece heard the              
sermon of St. Paul, Andrew, Luke, John the                  
Evangelist, Timothy, Titus, Barnabas and the rest of 
the Apostles who preached in Greek regions, they 
embraced a new faith, the faith in a One True God, 
Jesus Christ. That said, Greeks denied their old              
heathen beliefs, but did not abolish their customs; 
they merely converted them and incorporated them 
in their Christian life. Thus, now when we refer to 
the wealthy Greek Christmas customs and                    
traditions, we actually refer to a number of very              
ancient customs, which thanks to our Christian faith, 
remain alive and adorn the great feast of the Birth 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 All the Greek Christmas customs take place 
within the twelve days from Christmas Eve 
(December 24th) to the day of Epiphany (January 
6th). On the morning of Christmas Eve, the Church 
celebrates the service of the Royal Hours, followed 
by the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil. While the 
bells ring to invite the faithful to the service of the 
Hours, the children do their cross and start their 
own assignment, which is to go house to house in 
their neighborhood and sing the Christmas carols. 
As it appears, this seems to be a tradition from the 
Roman era, when they used to celebrate the                 
Calendae, a feast that was held in the beginning of 
every month. This is why Greek Carols are known as 
Kalanda. Christmas carols differ from region to               
region, but the context is somewhat consistent; it 
emphasizes Christ’s Birth, concluding with wishes 
for every household (νοικοκυριό). Inasmuch this 
text is written for our Church’s publication, I have 
withheld myself from listing some shenanigans that 
go together with carols. I merely say that it is like 
the American “trick or treat” house to house                 
tradition. The homes that welcome the carol                
singers, enjoy the wish “κι ο νοικύρης του σπιτιού 
χίλιους χρόνους να ζήσει” (i.e. may the “Lord” of 
this household live for many years), versus those 
houses who don’t allow the Children to sing, or they 
don’t “treat” them generously. In this case, the            
lyrics change and the aforementioned wish switches 
to “κι ο νοικοκύρης του σπιτιού χίλιες πορδές να 

ρίξει” (i.e. may the “Lord” of the house…).  
 On the evening of this day, it was also                
believed that the Καλλικάντζαροι were released 
and were jumping out from the depths of the earth. 
These “Kallikantzaroi” were demons who were     
coming out to destroy the festivities and ruin the 
celebration of Christmas. They would be free for 
eleven nights to roam around houses and                    
neighborhoods while creating a mess, whenever 
they would find no obstacle. Thus, households on 
this night used to burn incense, so they would stop 
the Kallikantzaroi from coming anywhere close.  
 Finally, at midnight the bell rings to invite the 
faithful to Church, as this is the night that Christ is 
born and therefore angels sing “Hosanna” in                
heaven, the shepherds go to see the new born baby, 
the Magi set off from the East; none should be 
sleeping on this night. This beautiful tradition of 
Christmas midnight Liturgy, gradually changed into 
early morning Liturgy. Only in monasteries and few 
villages is this tradition still maintain.  
 Returning from the Christmas Liturgy, the 
family will get together to celebrate the breaking of 
the fasting with the famous Christmas pastries,  
kourabiedes and melomacarona. At Lunch, which in 
the Greek culture still constitutes the major             
meal of the day, the main dish is roasted pork,             
accompanied by a number of other dishes, varying 
in every house. There used to be a whole tradition 
around the slaying of a pig. With the cutting of a pig 
a household would be provided with the skin to 
make shoes for the whole family and the fat to use 
it as lard, and for sure with the meat, which they 
would use for the Christmas meal and the rest 
would be salt and saved in clay pots, in order to 
have pork for the rest of the winter months.  
 Our Church dedicates the day after Christmas 
to the Virgin Mary and her great ministry in which 
she carried out God’s Plan for our Salvation.             
Respectively, the 27th is the feast of St. Stephen the 
First-Martyr and the Sunday after Christmas is             
dedicated to St. Joseph and eventually on the 31st is 
the Leave-taking of Christmas.  
 Upon the conclusion of the feast of                    
Christmas, another group of customs begins,                  
associated with the New Year day. Namely, in the 
morning of New Year’s Eve, children set out early in 
the morning for the New Year’s Kalanda (Carols). 
The carols now refer to the New Year, to St. Basil 
the Great (whose memory is celebrated on January 
1st) and to the circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(which was done eight days after His birth). It needs 
to be noted here, that according to the Greek              
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tradition the exchanging of presents is on New 
Year’s Day. The night of New Year’s Eve families and 
friends get together for dinner as they wait for the 
New Year to come. At midnight, when the New Year 
arrives (αλλαγή του χρόνου), together with their 
wishes they exchange gifts and finally the Vasilopita 
(New Year’s cake) is to be cut by the “head” of the 
household. The “Pater Familias” (or whoever the 
“head” might be), first carves with the knife the sign 
of the Cross on the Vasilopita and then continues, 
by cutting the cake into pieces. The first piece is 
dedicated to Christ, the second to St. Basil, the third 
to the household, the fourth to “the poor” (του 
φτωχού), who might knock at the door, the rest of 
the pieces are for the family and whoever else is 
present. The lucky one for the year is he who gets to 
find in his piece the “φλουρί” (hidden coin). 
 The morning of New Year’s begins with a             
Divine Liturgy to celebrate the Circumcision of Christ 
and St. Basil the Great, who is regarded as the 
“Greek Santa Claus” (Αη Βασίλης). After Liturgy      
families will return to their home and they will enter 
the house stepping on their right foot (ποδαρικό). 
Following this, the mother of the house will “break” 
a pomegranate, which symbolizes fortune and       
abundance. The guests also have to walk into the 
house with their right foot and having done so are 
treated with the New Year’s traditional pastries 
which are diples and baklava. 
 Finally, the third batch of customs comes              
together with the Feast of Epiphany on January 6th. 
The day before this Great Feast, in Church is officiat-
ed the service of the Royal Hours and the Divine             
Liturgy. At the conclusion of the Liturgy there is the 
Service of the Blessing of the waters takes place. 
The priest blesses the water and distributes it to the 
faithful to bless their homes, cars, business, etc. The 
actual tradition in Greece was for the priest to take 
a bucket of Holy Water and go from house to house 
for blessing. As the priest was going out to bless 
every neighborhood and every house, there was not 
any place left for the Kallikantzaroi to rest, so they 
had to return to the depths of the earth and remain 
there until next Christmas Eve. Sadly, nowadays this 
custom dies out due to the “distance” which more 
and more people want to keep from the Church. 
Last year, some people spoke in the media to argue 
that the priest has no right to ring their doorbell and 
“violate” their “safe space”. Alas! It occurs to me 
that in the name of religious freedom our society 
ends up to create “safe spaces” for kallikantzaroi 
(but that’s just a thought of mine).  
 On the day of Epiphany, the Divine Liturgy is 

celebrated, followed by the blessing of the waters. 
In cities, towns or villages close to water bodies, the 
blessing of the water is by the sea, lake or river. 
When the priest concludes the prayers, he starts 
chanting the hymn of Christ’s Baptism and throws 
the Cross in the sea, lake or river and immediately 
some volunteers dive into the freezing waters to 
catch the Cross. The first who gets to catch the cross 
is the one who stands next to the bishop and holds 
the Cross for the rest of the service.  
 The hymns of Epiphany explain that on this 
day the Creator “plunges” into His Creation and 
sanctifies it. The unbridged gap between the Creator 
and the Creation has been bridged by Christ, who 
became man, that is to say, part of the Creation and, 
even more, when He was baptized He was                      
immersed in Jordan River and in return He                     
immersed the entire Creation into His Grace. In the 
Greek folk tradition this major theological concept is 
translated as “the day in which the sea water                    
becomes sweet” (γλυκαίνει το θαλασσινό νερό). 
Moreover, on this day farmers wash their tools with 
sea water and fishermen pour sea water on their 
boats or ships.  
 In conclusion, it needs to be underlined that 
all the aforementioned customs constitute only the 
main folk traditions. There are many others as well, 
which could not be included in a concise text.               
Nevertheless, my intention was to present a                 
representative picture of an Orthodox folk tradition, 
in order to highlight the holistic character of our             
Orthodox spirituality. St. Symeon the Theologian                  
ensures that the encounter with God penetrates all 
five senses. The beauty of our faith is that we reach 
Christ our God through His human nature.                      
Therefore, our entire humanity is to participate in 
such Divine encounter. Our heart, mind and soul 
lead the way to the celestial joy, but the body, the 
material world, our everyday life follows as well in 
this celestial ascent. After all, the hymns of the 
Church cry out: “Christ is born, glorify Him” and              
respectively all Creation rejoices. As for the customs 
and the folk traditions, they are just some humble 
ornaments, which our imperfect human civilization 
created and offers to our Lord and Savior for His 
great love for us.  
 

Καλά Χριστούγεννα! 
Merry Christmas! 

 
___________________ 
 

1 
St. Athanasius the Great, On the Incarnation. 
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BIRTHS 
Baby Boy Born to  James & Sherry Stratis 

Baby Boy Born to Petro & Rosie Giannakopoulos 

Baby Boy Born to Demetry & Erin Millas 

 

BAPTISM 
Parents: Phillip & Kiki Kendall 

Baby: Maximus Athanasius  

Godparent: Paraskevi Price 
 
 

 

WEDDINGS 
Greg Cox & Krisa Patronis 

Andrew Farmakis & Stephanie Lopez 
 

 
 

 

Nick John Loumakis 

Smaro Pefines 

Pete J. Poulos 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral                        

Accepting Online Donations! 

Click HERE for instructions on Guest Donations or click 

on one of the links below to Donate now.  

  

   
  

 

The Cathedral now has text messaging options! 

Please sign up when filling out your Stewardship Card   

 

WAYS TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH US 

  
  

“Like” us on Facebook                    “Follow” us on Twitter                          

www.facebook.com/atlgoc          www.twitter.com/atlgoc                                                                      
 

Visit our website www.atlgoc.org 

  

GOOFS BREAKFAST 
Every other Thursday at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Kafenion.  Open to everyone!!!   
Come join us for a full breakfast and great  
fellowship!  Full breakfast includes fruit,  

waffles and much more!  
Donation $5 per person. Contact the  

Cathedral office at 404-633-5870 for the date 
of  the next gathering.  Hope to see you there! 

Breakfast will resume on  
Thursday, January 10, 2019 

 

EAGLE SCOUT OPORTUNITIES 

If  you're an Eagle Scout candidate, 
please contact Annunciation Day 
School's Head of  School, Janet 

Brown at (404) 565-2850.  

 We will have several projects that can help 
you fulfill your Eagle Scout merit badges. 

 

The Clergy, Parish Council and 

Cathedral Office Staff wish               

everyone a blessed and wonderful                      

Christmas & New Year! 

PARISH REGISTRY 
As of  December 5, 2018 

 

http://www.atlgoc.org/documents/OnlineGivingRevised.pdf
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx?sn=103644
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=103644
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UPCOMING GATHERINGS  

December 19th - Christmas Party 

December 24th - January 4th - Christmas Break 

January 7th - Greek School Classes Resume  
 

For more information please contact Michelle Olympiadis  

 via email at (michelle.constantinides@gmail.com) 

 

 
 

UPCOMING GATHERINGS 

Sunday, January 20th  -  The Prophet Isaiah  (The fifth of  the four) 

Sunday, February 17th - St. Peter the Apostle  (Strong as a rock) 

Sunday, March 17th -  St. Paul the Apostle  (World’s champion in walking) 

April 14th - St. Mark the Evangelist  (The lion of  the Church) 

May 19th - St. John the Evangelist  (Flying like an eagle) 

& 

 

 

 
 

UPCOMING GATHERINGS 

December 27th - 30th  -  Metropolis Winter Youth Rally 

January 6th - Meeting & Capture the Flag - 5:00 pm in Gym Youth Room 

January 18th - 21st - Metropolis of  Atlanta Hellenic Dance Festival 

January 26th - Stars & Strikes Outing 

February 3rd - Meeting & Super Bowl Party (Location TBD) 

February 23rd - Outing to Skyzone 

March 3rd - Meeting & Mini 3 vs. 3 Basketball Tournament at 5:00 pm 

mailto:michelle.constantinides@gmail.com
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Parishioners Helping to Prepare for and Feed  

Atlanta’s Less Fortunate! 
Saturday, November 24th & Sunday, November 25th 

 

We thank everyone and especially our Goyans who helped prepare  
the delicious meal and gift bags on Saturday at the Hellenic Center as well as 

those who served downtown at Trinity Methodist Church on Sunday. 
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Calling all crochet or knitting experts or novices! 
Join us for a new fellowship group:  

 
 
 

(LITTLE NEEDLE)  
 

When: Thursday, January 17th, 5:30-7:30 and monthly every 3rd Thursday 
Where: Cathedral Kafenion 

Why: To create handmade hats, scarves and blankets to give to local charities as stewards of our 
church! 
What: Bring your needles (knit or crochet), yarn, scissors, and ready hands 

 

But.... if you can't crochet or knit, should you come? Of course - you can learn, you can donate yarn 
and you can keep us company! 
 

Contact Vicki Kipreos at 678-314-3002 or Vicki.kipreos63@gmail.com if interested. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Atlanta Greek Festival 2018 
In September we participated in the Atlanta Greek Festival with a brand new exhibit on the Greek 
Language and its extensive  influence on other languages, literature and culture.  Festival visitors were 
enthused by it and many of our young people that saw it got the benefit of learning about the                     
language of their predecessors and its importance.   
Many thanks to Pauline Mavrakis for spearheading this exhibit and the committee that worked on it. 
 

Atlanta Greek Film Expo 
This year marks an important milestone for us in many ways! 
You may remember us in our prior years as the Best of the NYC Greek Film 
Festival in Atlanta.  Through trial and error of venues, number of films, film 
genres and themes, we refined our event to best suit the needs and wants of our 
specific Atlanta audience.  We are grateful to our NYC mentors, whose guidance 
and support have led us to evolve to an independent  entity in five short years. 
 

To mark this milestone, we are proud of our new name, the "Atlanta Greek Film 
Expo."  Our core event will continue to be our annual weekend of Greek film.  
Our year long activities will include single feature films, visits by directors, and 
a Greek film club. 
 

Our mission remains the same, i.e., to elevate and promote Hellenic culture and arts in Atlanta, and to 
showcase dynamic, innovative and provocative films from Greece and Cyprus to the Atlanta Greek 
diaspora community and the wider public. 
 
Ellinomatheia 
Lykion in its mission statement, includes the support and promotion of  the Greek Language.  
For this reason we have embraced the recent achievement of  having the Ellinomatheia            
program administered in the Atlanta Metropolis.  We congratulated all the students that                 
succeeded in getting their certificate in Ellinomatheia with a small monetary gift.                               
Και εις ανωτερα! 

mailto:Vicki.kipreos63@gmail.com
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This newsletter is being sent to update and inform you about the numerous activities that our busy Philoptochos chapter 

has undertaken this fall, as well as upcoming events . 

 Members assembled and shipped 173 Health Kits to IOCC (International  Orthodox Christian Charities) for                      

distribution to victims of disaster throughout the world. Great job! Many thanks to Margaret Stewart for her role            

in this effort. 

 Toys for Tots Dinner – What a lovely evening we had!  Nearly 90 members and guests enjoyed a delicious meal,       

great parea and the collection of nearly 200 toys for Atlanta children who might otherwise not receive Christmas gifts. 

Many thanks to Father Paul for cooking the delicious sausage dressing (using his Mom’s recipe) and to                       

Margaret Stewart (chairman), Ginnie Roglin, Connie Pappas and Stacie Nefos for their hard work. 

 “Dining Out” Drawing – This annual fundraiser was once again a great success. Many thanks to Pano Karatassos for 

his generous Ultimate Dining Card donations to our chapter!  We had ten gift cards to the fabulous Buckhead Life             

Restaurants. Special thanks to Joanna Snider and Suzy Lamas for chairing this event. Congratulations to the ten            

winners! 

 Athena’s Marketplace – Saturday, December 1st.  9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Despite a very, very rainy day, we had an            

excellent turnout for this annual food and shopping extravaganza. It was a great success! This was a HUGE event, 

once again chaired by Dina Cook. Shopping and Greek food are two powerful combinations!  We had over 30  ven-

dors selling a large array of merchandise –jewelry, home and fashion accessories, gifts for  pets, hand made ceramics, 

hand crocheted blankets, designer pillows, books, and much more. A delicious selection of homemade Greek pas-

tries, soups, pastitsio and veggie plates, 8x8 spanakopita and tiropita pans, and olive oil were all sold!   
 

Our guests were very happy about being at Athena’s Marketplace and Philoptochos received many nice compliments 

about the delicious food and excellent vendors that were present. The Cathedral parking lot was packed all day long! 
 

Special thanks to Dina Cook, Presbytera Evi Kaplanis, Father Paul Kaplanis, Joanna Snider, Stacie Nefos, Ginnie 

Roglin, Effie Moraitakis, Suzy Lamas, Valine Georgeson, Callie Corley, Andrea Koulouris, Golfo Pappas, Ted Kipre-

os, Thanasi Spiliopoulos, and Victor Rodi for their behind-the-scenes work to make this successful Marketplace pos-

sible. 

 On Sunday, December 9th, Philoptochos sponsored its annual Christmas Charity Coffee at the lovely home of Dimitra 

Moraitakis. The recipient of all monies donated at the coffee benefitted “Street Grace” a faith-based organization that 

works to prevent the sex-trafficking of children. Thanks to Effie Moraitakis for chairing this Christmas gathering 

 

Last, but certainly not least, we are proud to announce that Philoptochos has its own  

Facebook Page! (Atlanta Philoptochos) 

 

Deepest appreciation is extended to  board member Callie Corley for creating and maintaining this page. Callie and her 
committee are not only regularly updating information on our Facebook page, but using social media to promote Athe-

na’s Marketplace and the work of Philoptochos. Thanks to Vickie Klemis for taking so many photos of our activities. 
 

Annunciation Cathedral has an outstanding Philoptochos chapter. Our members work tirelessly to support and to reach 
out to those in need and in doing so, have created a wonderful sisterhood that has been a personal enrichment to all.  

 
All parish women are invited to come and join this wonderful organization where  

philanthropy and outreach are practiced every day. 
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On Thursday, November 8th, over 70 Golden Group participants attended the Veteran's                             

Day Celebration and Luncheon in Carlos Hall.  Retired Army Colonel Bob Poyadesheff gave an             

inspirational talk recognizing the valor, achievement, service and sacrifice of our veterans in protecting 

our country and preserving our liberties. Mary (Aspasia) Zamecke was honored as our Queen for                 

November.  AHEPA generously hosted our luncheon and treated all to a delicious feast.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventeen Golden Group members braved the torrential rains on Monday, November 12th, as they 

journeyed to  Parakletos Greek Orthodox Monastery in Abbeville, South Carolina.   Upon their arrival 

they entered the  beautiful chapel for a short service and an opportunity to venerate the icons.  They 

were inspired by the spiritual message given by Gerontissa Pavlina about God's love.  They were also 

impressed to learn that Gerontissa Pavlina, along with Sister Mariam and Sister Alexia, not only live a 

life of constant prayer, but also take care of their 122 acres and minister to Greek Orthodox faithful 

through their sale of  Orthodox icons.  As their website explains, “These religious icons are original 

copies of the most well known orthodox icons around the world, always made with prayer, hand 

mounted on the wood and meticulously crafted by the nuns.” (orthodoxmonasteryicons.com) After 

their lovely time at the monastery, Golden Group participants enjoyed visiting with each other as they 

dined (and shopped) at Cracker Barrel as they traveled home. 

 

On Thursday, December 13th the annual Christmas Luncheon was held and sponsored by the                     

Cathedral Parish Council in the Kartos Ballroom. There was a wonderful performance by our                   

Annunciation Day School students. Thank you to everyone who brought unwrapped toys for the 

Christmas Toy Project at St. John the Wonderworker Orthodox Church.   

 

 

Save the Date:  January 10, 2019– Kim Franklin of the Alzheimer Association of America will speak at 

our  first luncheon of the new year. 
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Open to children in grades K-12 and Adults 
  

Practices take place every Monday night in the Hellenic Center 
  

Zouzounia (Kindergarten) 6:15pm-6:45pm 
Arkoudakia (1st&2nd grades) 6:45pm-7:30pm 

Pyrotechnimata (3rd-5thgrades) 6:45pm-7:30pm 
Asteria (6th-9th grades) 6:45pm-8:00pm 

Yi Anemos & Fotia (10th-12th grades) 6:45pm-8:00pm 
Paleoparea  (Adults) 8:00pm-10:00pm 

  

Fees:   Kindergarten $75  All other groups $140 
*sibling discount of  $10 per child  

  

Please register at www.atlgoc.org/danceministry 
  

For additional information please contact the Dance Ministry at danceministry@atlgoc.org 
  

 

http://www.atlgoc.org/danceministry
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0844aeac2ca57-hdfhost
mailto:hdfhost2019@gmail.com
mailto:hdfhost2019@gmail.com
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As the new President of the Daughters of Penelope, I Thank the previous President Michelle Kyparisis and 
her outstanding Board Members for their hard work and time that was devoted to our Chapter.  As we 
move forward with our new Board Members, please continue to offer your support and advice. 
 

We were honored to have with us at our meeting on November 18, 2018 the Grand President of the                
Daughters of Penelope, Demi Thomas from Ridgewood, New Jersey.  She impressed us with her energy and 
spoke of DOP chapters in Belgium, Stuttgart, Paris, Greece, and Australia.  She expressed how proud and                   
enthusiastic all these women were to be a part of the AHEPA family.  She encouraged us to support our 
DOP National Projects.  We were also honored to have our Grand Governor of Zone II, Stella Sirks from                  
Orlando, Florida with us at the meeting. She gave a short synopsis about the project, Limitless Solutions, 
who make prosthetic arms for children at no charge. Both guests expressed enthusiasm and inspiration as 
they reminded us how empowered women do great things.  They encouraged us to work together and to 
continue our support of the DOP’s many worthwhile projects. We were also honored to have Fr. Paul 
Kaplanis with us to pray for us and encourage us to continue in our good works.  Also present were Past 
Grand President Karen Stamatiades and our District Governor Irene Fotos. Our meeting was held at 
AHEPA ONE as guests of the AHEPANS. We enjoyed a delicious dinner and fellowship.  I was also happy 
to meet with the Sons of Pericles Supreme President, Gregory Vourloumis of Atlanta.  We are very proud of 
Gregory for accepting this honor and responsibility. We all know that he will honor us with his strong com-
mitment to lead the SOP forward.  
 
Following dinner, Rob Burns, the local AHEPA President, introduced Eleftherios Chasanidis. Eleftherios is  
a graduate student of voice performance at Georgia State University. He sang an excerpt of Puccini’s               
Gianni Schicchi opera which he recently portrayed in the title role at the Florence Kopleff Recital Hall at 
Georgia State University. He will be graduating this summer with a Masters of Music Degree in voice             
performance and then plans to proceed toward his Doctorate Degree in voice performance in New York.  He 
Thanked AHEPA and many other local organizations for sponsoring his travels to Italy over the             
summer to perform with the Music Academy International where he performed the leading role in the           
European premier of Dark Sisters by Nico Muhly. Eleftherios mentioned that he would like to perform for 
the AHEPA Family in February.  We enjoyed the evening and look forward to having more meetings             
simultaneously with the AHEPANS.  
 
We celebrated our Patron Saint Barbara’s Nameday on Sunday, December 9th.  Past President Ellen 
George sponsored the Artoklasia in loving memory of her mother, Mary George, who was a Past President 
and District Governor. Irene Fotos sponsored the decoration of the icon of St. Barbara.   
 
Our annual bake sale took place on Sunday, December 9th. Thank you to all those who helped prepare and 
supported our organization.  
 
The AHEPA family Christmas Party took 
place on December 4, 2018 and we had a 
wonderful time being together! 
 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!   
Elaine P. Tissura, President DOP       
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All parishioners and their families are invited to the  
 

2019 Stewardship Brunch 
“Get to know your Neighbors” 

  
  
  
 

Sunday, January 27th 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy in the Kartos Ballroom 

 
  

Free-will Offering  
  

 

 

Please join us for delicious food, fellowship and an  
opportunity to meet other neighbors in your vicinity! 

  
Special Drawing for a big screen TV for those in attendance!   
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For Us: The Ministry that is Greek School 
 

Submitted by the Zaharatos Family 
Our parents did something special for us, they gave us America—its dream 
and its language—and Greece, its faith, its culture and its language.  In 
America we had work and friends and school and long winters.  In Greece 
lay summers heaping in mystical significance, passionate family, delicious 
food, salty beach days and hot feast days in miniature churches. 
 

In America we thrived and we loved being Greek-American.  We marveled, America and Greece             
simultaneously exist and yet were so different!  Visits to Greece promised a place that had not lost its               
character; Greece proudly maintained her traditions.  This rich Greek-American experience opened 
our eyes and our souls while sitting in crowded churches on either side of the Atlantic.  Yiayia’s family 
church in its grain field became a special part of us.  Its little room was so hot in summer.  Open the 
tiny windows on either side and a powerful wind on bright blue light ran straight through you,                
carrying the aroma of herbs while the candles beneath the icons faithfully burned on.  Summer trips 
to Greece became a necessary journey to perspective, knowledge and grace.  In this way we learned 
how to cultivate and maintain roots in both America and Greece. 
 
 

Now that our parents are gone it’s on us to enable our children—Yiayia and Pappou’s grandkids—to 
gain the wisdom that comes with having a foot in each world and to maintain the gifts of faith, culture 
and language.  For us that takes going to church, making the trip, and sharing the language.  That last 
piece doesn’t come easy. We no longer have Yiayia and Pappou to speak to and sing to their                  
grandkids in Greek and our American occupations limit trips to two weeks.  (Yet to the kids these 
weeks are an eternity of memories of ξαδέ λφακια, θα λασσα, γαι δού ρακια και καρπού ζι!)  In order for 
Yiayia and Pappou’s grandkids to get the most out of those brief visits they need the language.  For 
this reason Greek School is a necessity.  
  

 

With this letter we want to share our appreciation for the Greek School program.  As far as ministries 
go the church itself and its philanthropy is our most important effort.  The faith lessons and                        
community our church offers is the foundation.  To us, the ministry that is Greek School closely            
follows and critically supports these priorities.  We have other ministries that also support our              
Greek-American identity and we support those as we pray that our children will feel the same pull to 
our homeland that we do.  Thanks to the Lykion’ s annual film festival the art of Greek cinema is 
brought to us right here in Atlanta; in order for our children to grow to appreciate this tradition they 
need the language. 
  

 

Our current Greek School students are from families recently emigrated and those who have been in 
the U.S. for multiple generations, including Greek-American families married into American families 
that love and support our faith, culture and language.  The children study hard and those who take       
exams have the additional benefit of high school credit.  A group of dedicated instructors show up 
three hours per week so that the students can learn to say their prayers in Greek, read and write 
Greek, and talk with their friends and cousins on the beach without feeling so foreign that they can’t 
continue to call Greece home. 
 

 

We convey our gratitude to our Annunciation Cathedral Family for providing this educational               
ministry—this profound gift of faith, culture and language—for our children.  We also want to express 
our appreciation to the handful of parents and educators who strive to preserve our Greek-American 
heritage. 
 

Sincerely, 
Μέ έκτι μηση 

 the Zaharatos family 

 
Agia Paraskevi, Panagia, Lemnos 
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 Subject : Sponsorship request for the program ‘‘Educational Trip 2019’’ 
With this letter, we would like to inform you about the Educational Trip Program and kindly ask for your support. The 
Educational Trip Program is being organized for the 9th successive year by Corallia, the Georgia Tech Hellenic Society and 
the Hellenic Students Associations of Stanford (Hell.A.S), U.C. Berkeley (Hestia), MIT (HSA of MIT), U.C. San Diego 
(HSAUCSD) and Princeton. 
The Program will provide approximately 24 students from Greece, 4 of which will be visiting Georgia Tech, with the              
opportunity to experience the students’ daily life in six of the world’s most prestigious universities. The program will run 
for approximately 9 days, offering students a life-changing experience. 
Based on the Program’s structure, the students will attend lectures and seminars related to their academic field, visit           
high-tech companies and research centers, and interact with highly esteemed professors, researchers and entrepreneurs. 
Hitherto, the program’s success may be estimated through examples of cultivating positive, dynamic activities                
undertaken by students upon return. For example, the creation of the team Co.Mv.o.S. by students from major Greek  
universities (NTUA, UofAthens, AUTH, AUEB, UofPatras, UofCreta), aiming 
to motivate and unite students who have a strong desire to improve the academic 
environment in Greece. 
 

Our vision for the Educational Trip Program is to inspire young people to                 
innovate and bring universities closer to the  industry. Their optimism and              
commitment to help improve the Greek academic reality through patience and 
hard work further encourages us to continue this journey, which dates back to 
2010. Acknowledging the fact that the younger generation needs targeted and    
inspired initiatives to motivate its internal forces, we feel it is our duty to act. 
 

This year, the funding resources from Greece are extremely limited due to the 
country’s financial crisis. Even minor donations can help us gather the amount 
of money necessary to cover the airfare for the students. The Hellenic Society at 
Georgia Tech, aims to raise awareness about the program to the Hellenic                    
community of Atlanta and raise $5,000 in order to host 4 Greek students as part 
of this year’s program. 

Meeting of the participants of the              
Educational Trip 2018 with Mr. Simoglou 
and Consul Mr. Androulakis  

Sponsorship packets are available. Welcoming any donation check  to “Georgia Tech Hellenic Society”. 
Sincerely yours,  

The Georgia Tech Hellenic Society Steering Committee Members 

   Thaleia Doudali               Elsa Perakis   Dimitris Kotinis            Georges Pavlidis 
doudali@gmail.com      elsaperaki@gmail.com       Dimitrios.kotinis@gmail.com  georges.pavlidis@gmail.com 

 

The Organizers  

CROSSROAD APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE NOW! 
We are fortunate to have several Crossroad Alumni in our Atlanta parish!  

CrossRoad is a ten-day academic summer institute that prepares high school juniors and seniors to 
make big life decisions and invites them to connect with the Orthodox Christian theological and           
spiritual tradition. Participants from all over the country come together to experience daily worship, 
take theology classes from some of the best professors in the country, visit local parishes, serve their 
neighbor, tour the city, and even spend a day at the beach. 
 
Summer 2019 Dates 
 Session 1: June 15 - June 25, 2019 (Boston) 

 Session 2: July 2 - July 12, 2019 (Boston) 

 Session 3: July 23 - August 2, 2019 (Chicago) 

 Application priority deadline is February 1, 2019. 

 Website: www.crossroadinstitute.org 

https://hchc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e07b35407a48e409963b1af0b&id=d7251b9f26&e=5e79244e35
https://hchc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e07b35407a48e409963b1af0b&id=316187fea7&e=5e79244e35
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EDITOR: Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean (frpaulk@atlgoc.org) 
 

MANAGING EDITOR:  Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars 
(frchristos@atlgoc.org) 
 

DESIGN: Andrea Koulouris (andrea@atlgoc.org) 
 

All news can be e-mailed to office@atlgoc.org or put on a disk  

and brought to the Cathedral office during office hours 

 (Mon-Fri  9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)  
 

All Cathedral mail goes to the post office on the same day.  

If you do not receive your Annunciator in a timely manner,  
please call your post office and notify them. 

 

!  
 

Enjoy a FREE Gyro wrap 
on your Name Day! 

 
www.GrecianGyro.com      

 
Facebook.com/GrecianGyro

 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE! 
SPOT AVAILABLE 

Contact the Cathedral office today  
at 404-633-5870 for a price list. 

Paid Advertising: 

ECHOESOFATHENS.COM 
Your favorite Greek-American radio program now on 

the internet with your mistress of ceremonies 

Miss Vickie Henson 
Tune in to Echoes of Athens at 

www.echoesofathens.com on demand: Όποτε Θέλετε! 
 

706-962-3246  requests@echoesofathens.com 
 

Currently accepting sponsors & Advertisers 

 

KOLIVA & PROSFORON 
(sizes may vary) 

For orders contact  
Marina Kuluberis 
Cell: 678-488-0810 

Home: 770-923-8016 

http://www.GrecianGyro.com

