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Weekly Worship Guide of The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, Atlanta Georgia

Sunday, June 24, 2018 – Κυριακή, 24 Ιουνίου 2018 
Nativity of St. John the Forerunner - Γενέσιον του Προδρόμου 

Synaxis of the Righteous Zacharias and Elizabeth, parents of Saint John the Baptist,  
Panagiotis the New-Martyr of Caesarea, who was martyred in Constantinople 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

ORTHODOX YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO APPALACHIA 
Today there will be a brief presentation by Katherine Showalter from St. John the Wonderworker  

Orthodox Church. She will give details about the group of teens and adult leaders who will be  
repairing homes in rural Tennessee this summer on an Orthodox Youth Mission Trip. 

 

Visit the table in Carlos Hall for more information! 

 
NATIVITY OF THE HOLY GLORIOUS PROPHET,  

FORERUNNER AND BAPTIST OF THE LORD, JOHN 
The Nativity of the Holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, John: The Gospel (Luke. 1:5)  relates 
that the righteous parents of Saint John the Baptist, the Priest Zachariah and Elizabeth, lived in the 
ancient city of Hebron. They reached old age without having children, since Elizabeth was barren. 
Once, Zachariah was serving in the Temple at Jerusalem and saw the Archangel Gabriel, standing 
on the right side of the altar of incense. He stated that Zachariah would father a son, who would 
announce the Savior, the Messiah, awaited by the Old Testament Church. Zachariah was troubled, 
and fear fell upon him. He had doubts that in old age it was possible to have a son, and he asked 
for a sign. It was given to him, and it was also a chastisement for his unbelief. Zachariah was struck 
speechless until the time of the fulfillment of the archangel’s words.  
 

Elizabeth came to be with child, and fearing derision at being pregnant so late in life, she kept it 
secret for five months. Then her relative, the Virgin Mary, came to her own joy with Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth, “filled with the Holy Spirit,” was the first to greet the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God. Saint John 
leaped in his mother’s womb at the visit of the Most Holy Virgin Mary and the Son of God incarnate within Her.  
 

Soon Elizabeth gave birth to a son, and all the relatives and acquaintances rejoiced together with her. On the eighth 
day, in accordance with the Law of Moses, he was circumcised and was called John. Everyone was amazed, since no 
one in the family had this name. When they asked Zachariah about this, he motioned for a tablet and wrote on it: 
“His name is John.” Immediately his tongue was loosed, and Zachariah glorified God. He also prophesied about the 
Coming into the world of the Messiah, and of his own son John, the Forerunner of the Lord (Luke. 1:68-79). 
 

After the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ and the worship of the shepherds and the Magi, wicked king Herod gave 
orders to kill all male infants. Hearing about this, Elizabeth fled into the wilderness and hid in a cave. Zachariah was 
at Jerusalem and was doing his priestly service in the Temple. Herod sent soldiers to him to find out the abode of 
the infant John and his mother. Zachariah answered that their whereabouts were unknown to him, and he was killed 
there in the Temple. Righteous Elizabeth continued to live in the wilderness with her son and she died there. The 
child John, protected by an Angel, dwelt in the wilderness until the time when he came preaching repentance, and 
was accounted worthy to baptize the Lord. 

 

(From the website of  the Orthodox Church of  America) 
 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Please join us in celebrating the 11th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood 
 and service to the Orthodox Church of Father Christos and Presbytera Mari.        

 
Following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, everyone is invited  

for refreshments in their honor in Carlos Hall. 
AXIOS! 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος γ΄ 
Εὐφραινέσθω τὰ οὐράνια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τὰ ἐπίγεια, 
ὅτι ἐποίησε κράτος, ἐν βραχίονι αὐτοῦ, ὁ Κύριος, 
ἐπάτησε τῷ θανάτῳ τὸν θάνατον, πρωτότοκος τῶν 
νεκρῶν ἐγένετο, ἐκ κοιλίας ᾅδου ἐρρύσατο ἡµᾶς, 
καὶ παρέσχε τῷ κόσµῳ τὸ µέγα ἔλεος. 
 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Προδρόμου. Ἦχος δ΄ 
Προφῆτα καὶ Πρόδροµε, τῆς παρουσίας Χριστοῦ, 
ἀξίως εὐφηµῆσαί σε οὐκ εὐποροῦµεν ἡµεῖς, οἱ 
πόθῳ τιµῶντές σε· στείρωσις γὰρ τεκούσης, καὶ 
πατρὸς ἀφωνία, λέλυνται τῇ ἐνδόξῳ, καὶ σεπτῇ σου 
γεννήσει, καὶ σάρκωσις Υἱοῦ τοῦ Θεοῦ, κόσµῳ 
κηρύττεται. 
 
  

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ 
Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ. 
 

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος β' 
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, 
μεσιτεία πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀμετάθετε. Μὴ παρίδῃς 
ἁμαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς 
ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡμῶν, τῶν πιστῶς 
κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ 
σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεὶ, 
Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιμώντων σε.  

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 3 
Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on 
earth be glad. For with His Arm the Lord has worked 
power. He trampled death under foot by means of 
death; and He became the firstborn from the dead. 
From the maw of Hades He delivered us; and He 
granted the world His great mercy. 
 
 

Apolytikion for the Forerunner. Mode 4 
O Prophet and Forerunner of the appearance of 
Christ, * with longing we honor you, although we 
have not the means * of extolling you worthily. * 
Your birth, which was exalted * and most glorious, 
ended * the barrenness of your mother and the mute-
ness of your father; * and unto the world it an-
nounced * the Incarnation of God the Word. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the rev-
elation of the mystery which was hidden from eterni-
ty. The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and 
Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News.  Let 
us also join with him, calling to the Theotokos:  Re-
joice, O Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode 4 
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to 
our Holy Maker, unwavering, please reject not the 
prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come 
to us, for you are good; your loving help bring unto 
us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to inter-
cede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for 
all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you. 

Apolytikion   

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



Nativity of  St. John the Forerunner - Γενέσιον του Προδρόμου 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING IS FROM:  ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS 13:11-14; 14:1-4 
PROKEIMENON:  THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL REJOICE IN THE LORD.  
VERSE:   OH GOD, HEAR MY CRY. 

B 
rethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, the day is at 
hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves 
becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires. As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not for disputes over opinions. One believes he 
may eat anything, while the weak man eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who abstains, and let 
not him who abstains pass judgment on him who eats; for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment 
on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for God is able 
to make him stand. 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING LUKE 1:1-25, 57-68, 76-80 

I 
nasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which have been accomplished among 
us, just as they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilos, that you may know the truth concerning the things of which you 

have been informed. In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; 
and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and both were advanced in years. Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 
according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the 
whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the 
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon 
him. But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; for 
he will be great before the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother's womb. And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before 
him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared." And Zacharias said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I 
am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years." And the angel answered him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the pres-
ence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable 
to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in 
their time." And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and they wondered at his delay in the temple. And when he came 
out, he could not speak to them, and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them 
and remained dumb. And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. After these days his wife Elizabeth 
conceived, and for five months she hid herself, saying, "Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when he looked on 
me, to take away my reproach among men." Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a 
son. And her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. And 
on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they would have named him Zacharias after his father, but his 
mother said, "Not so; he shall be called John." And they said to her, "None of your kindred is called by this name." And 
they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, 
"His name is John." And they all marveled. And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill 
country of Judea; and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, "What then will this child be?" For the 
hand of the Lord was with him. And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying, 
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people. And you, child, will be called the prophet 
of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways." And the child grew and became strong in spirit, 
and he was in the wilderness till the day of his manifestation to Israel.  

 

 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 29 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



ACOLYTES GROUP FOUR 

 Jack Demos  Michael Costopoulos 
 Jack McClure  Manoli Pappas 
 John Xides  Matthew Davis 
 Nicolas Adams Niko Skiouris 
 Teddy Gassert  Nikolaos Odenwelder 
 William Adams Yanni Kitas 

  Demetrios Hadjisimos Despina Lamas  Ted Kipreos 

 Irene Fotos   George Koulouris Greg Koutrelakos 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated (confirmed) in the      
Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing with the Church spiritually (for             
example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their 
hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination 
of conscience, confession, reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting.  If you have any further   
questions about this, please speak with the clergy.  Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy             
Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

HANDMAIDENS GROUP FOUR 

 Elianna Vallianatos Anastasia Zaharis
 Andreanna Kitas Callie Davis 
 Gabriella Mayes Mela Xides 
 Paraskevi Baker Penelope Melissas 
 Reece Hughes  Remy Hughes 

 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of  the Highest; 
For you will go before the face of  the Lord to prepare His ways, 

To give knowledge of  salvation to His people 
          By the remission of  their sins”     

          Luke 1:76-77 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 

Welcome everyone! We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshiping with us today in our Cathedral. 
You are invited to join us for our fellowship following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy in Carlos Hall next to 

the Church. Thank you for your visit!   
Please stop by our hospitality table and sign the register in the Narthex. 


