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Weekly Worship Guide of The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, Atlanta Georgia

Sunday, January 7, 2018 – Κυριακή, 7 Ιανουαρίου, 2018 
Sunday After Epiphany - Κυριακή Μετά τά Φῶτα 

Synaxis of the Holy Glorious Prophet and Forerunner St. John the Baptist, Athanasius the New-Martyr of Smyrna,  

Commemoration  of the Miracle which St. John the Baptist worked in Chios against the Hagarenes 

ST. JOHN  THE FORERUNNER AND BAPTIST 
In the Orthodox Church it is customary, on the day following the Great Feasts of the Lord and 
the Mother of God, to remember those saints who participated directly in the sacred event. So, 
on the day following the Theophany of the Lord, the Church honors the one who participated 
directly in the Baptism of Christ, placing his own hand upon the head of the Savior. 
 

Saint John, the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, whom the Lord called the greatest of 
the prophets, concludes the history of the Old Testament and opens the era of the New         
Testament. The holy Prophet John bore witness to the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate in 
the flesh. Saint John was accounted worthy to baptize Him in the waters of the Jordan, and he 
was a witness of the Theophany of the Most Holy Trinity on the day of the Savior’s Baptism. 

 

The holy Prophet John was related to the Lord on His mother’s side, the son of the Priest Zachariah and 
Righteous Elizabeth. The holy Forerunner, John, was born six months before Christ. The Archangel Gabriel 
announced his birth in the Temple at Jerusalem, revealing to Zachariah that a son was to be born to him. The 
child was filled with the Holy Spirit. Saint John prepared himself in the wilds of the desert for his great service 
by a strict life, by fasting, prayer and sympathy for the fate of God’s people. 

 
At the age of thirty, he came forth preaching repentance. He appeared on the banks of the Jordan, to prepare 
the people by his preaching to accept the Savior of the world. In church hymnology, Saint John is called a 
“bright morning star,” whose gleaming outshone the brilliance of all the other stars, announcing the coming 
dawn of the day of grace, illumined with the light of the spiritual Sun, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Having baptized the sinless Lamb of God, Saint John soon died a martyr’s death, beheaded by the sword on 
orders of King Herod at the request of his daughter Salome. (On Saint John the Baptist, see Mt.3:1-16,                
11:1-19, 14:1-12; Mark 1:2-8, 6:14-29; Luke 1:5-25, 39-80, 3:1-20, 7:18-35, 9:7-9; John 1:19-34, 3:22-26). 
 
Besides the Synaxis of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John, the Russian Orthodox 
Church celebrates his memory on the following days: September 23, his Conception; June 24, his Nativity; 
August 29, his Beheading; February 24, the First and Second Finding of his Head; May 25, the Third Finding 
of his Head. 

 

(From the website of the Orthodox Church of America) 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2018 PARISH COUNCIL 
Chris Adams, Ned Biehler, Scott Davenport, Irene Fotos, Alvin Galloway, Demetrios Hadjisimos,  

George Karolis, Ted Kipreos, George Koulouris, Greg Koutrelakos, Despina Lamas, Thomas McBride, 
Stacie Nefos, Constance Nagle, Costa Panos, Sandy Papadopoulos, Dimitri Shreckengost, Noula Zaharis 

 

 The Parish Council affirmation of office will take place today at the end of Divine Liturgy. 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος πλ. β΄ 
Ἀγγελικαὶ Δυνάµεις ἐπὶ τὸ µνῆµά σου, καὶ οἱ 
φυλάσσοντες ἀπενεκρώθησαν, καὶ ἵστατο Μαρία ἐν 
τῷ τάφῳ, ζητοῦσα τὸ ἄχραντόν σου σῶµα. 
Ἐσκύλευσας τὸν ᾍδην, µὴ πειρασθεὶς ὑπ' αὐτοῦ, 
ὑπήντησας τῇ Παρθένῳ, δωρούµενος τὴν ζωήν, ὁ 
ἀναστὰς ἐκ των νεκρῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἑορτῆς Ἦχος α' 
Ἐν Ἰορδάνῃ βαπτιζοµένου σου Κύριε, ἡ τῆς Τριάδος 
ἐφανερώθη προσκύνησις· τοῦ γὰρ Γεννήτορος ἡ 
φωνὴ προσεµαρτύρει σοι, ἀγαπητόν σε Υἱὸν 
ὀνοµάζουσα· καὶ τὸ Πνεῦµα ἐν εἴδει περιστερᾶς, 
ἐβεβαίου τοῦ λόγου τὸ ἀσφαλές. Ὁ ἐπιφανεὶς Χριστὲ 
ὁ Θεός, καὶ τὸν κόσµον φωτίσας δόξα σοι. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Προδρόμου. Ἦχος β' 
Μνήµη Δικαίου µέτ' ἐγκωµίων, σοὶ δὲ ἀρκέσει ἡ 
µαρτυρία τοῦ Κυρίου Πρόδροµε· ἀνεδείχθης γὰρ 
ὄντως καὶ Προφητῶν σεβασµιώτερος, ὅτι καὶ ἐν 
ῥείθροις βαπτίσαι κατηξιώθης τὸν κηρυττόµενον. 
Ὅθεν τῆς ἀληθείας ὑπεραθλήσας, χαίρων εὐηγγελίσω 
καὶ τοῖς ἐν ᾍδῃ, Θεὸν φανερωθέντα ἐν σαρκί, τὸν 
αἴροντα τὴν ἁµαρτίαν τοῦ κόσµου, καὶ παρέχοντα 
ἡµῖν τὸ µέγα ἔλεος. 
 
 

Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιμημένων. Ἦχος πλ. δ'. 
Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου καὶ 
ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον·οὐδεὶς γὰρ 
ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος καὶ τοῖς 
μεταστασι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ' 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος 
μετὰ σοῦ. 
 

Κοντάκιον Ἦχος δ' 
Ἐπεφάνης σήµερον τῇ οἰκουµένῃ, καὶ τὸ φῶς σου 
Κύριε, ἐσηµειώθη ἐφ' ἡµᾶς, ἐν ἐπιγνώσει ὑµνοῦντάς 
σε. Ἦλθες ἐφάνης τὸ Φῶς τὸ ἀπρόσιτον. 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode pl. 2 
When the angelic powers appeared at Your grave, the 
soldiers guarding it feared and became as dead. And 
standing by the sepulcher was Mary who was seeking 
Your immaculate body. You devastated Hades, not 
afflicted by it. You went to meet the virgin, and grant-
ed eternal life. You resurrected from the dead. O Lord, 
glory to You. 
 

Apolytikion of the Feast. Mode 1 
As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, then the 
worship of the Trinity became manifest, for the voice 
of the Father bore witness to You, naming You the 
Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, 
confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ God, 
who appeared and illumined the world, glory to You. 
 

Apolytikion for the Forerunner. Mode 2 
The memory of the just is observed with hymns of 
praise; for you suffices the testimony of the Lord, O 
Forerunner. You have proved to be truly more ven'ra-
ble than the Prophets, since you were granted to bap-
tize in the river the One whom they proclaimed. 
Therefore, when for the truth you had contested, re-
joicing, to those in Hades you preached the Gospel, 
that God was manifested in the flesh, and takes away 
the sin of the world, and grants to us the great mercy. 
 

Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4. 
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, 
and forgive every sin they have committed in this life. 
For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to 
grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the reve-
lation of the mystery which was hidden from eternity. 
The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and Gabri-
el announces the grace of this Good News.  Let us also 
join with him, calling to the Theotokos:  Rejoice, O 
Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode 4 
You appeared today to us * on earth, O Master, * and 
Your light was signed on us * who cry aloud to You 
and say * with understanding, O Christ our God: You 
came and shone forth, O Light unapproachable. 

Apolytikion   

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



Sunday After Epiphany - Κυριακη Μετα τα Φωτα 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: JOHN 1:29-34 
 

A 
t that time, John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, 'After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, for he was before me.' I myself did not know 
him; but for this I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel." 

And John bore witness, "I saw the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him; but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And 
I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God."  
 
 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

THE READING IS FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 19:1-8 
TODAY’S EPISTLE READER: JACK MCCLURE 

 
PROKEIMENON: The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. 

VERSE: Oh God, hear my cry. 

I 
n those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country 
and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. And he said to them, "Did 
you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said, "No, we have nev-
er even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." And he said, "Into what then were you 

baptized?" They said, "Into John's baptism." And Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus." 
On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his 
hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 
There were about twelve of them in all. And he entered the synagogue and for three months 
spoke boldly, arguing and pleading about the kingdom of God.  

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 29 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



ACOLYTES GROUP FOUR 
 Jack Demos  Jack McClure 
 John Xides  Manoli Pappas 
 Matthew Davis  Michael Costopoulos 
 Nicolas Adams  Niko Skiouris 
 Teddy Gassert  Nikolaos Odenwelder 
 Yanni Kitas  William Adams 
 Yanni Pothoulakis 

 Demetrios Hadjisimos Despina Lamas   Ted Kipreos 

Irene Fotos   George Koulouris  Greg Koutrelakos 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated 
(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith.  To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing 
with the Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the 
Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper               
preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, 
reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting.  If you have any further questions 
about this, please speak with the clergy.  Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy 
Communion.  Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

HANDMAIDENS GROUP FOUR 

 Anastasia Zaharis Andreanna Kitas 
 Callie Davis  Elianna Vallianatos 
 Gabriella Mayes Mela Xides 
 Paraskevi Baker Penelope Melissas 
 Reece Hughes  Remy Hughes 

 

“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints for the 

courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.”  Psalm 83 (84): 1-2 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
 

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 
 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
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