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Sunday, January 14, 2018 – Κυριακή, 14 Ιανουαρίου, 2018 
Leave-taking of Theophany - Ἀπόδοσις τῶν Φώτων 

Leavetaking of the Theophany, of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, The 38 fathers slain in Sinai and the 33 fathers slain 

in Raitho, Theodoulosthe Righteous, son of St. Nilus, Stephanos the Righteous Founder of Chenolakkos Monastery, 

Agnes the Martyr, St. Sabbas the First Archbishop of Serbia and Founder of Chilandari Monastery 

 

Today’s Memorials 
Service can be found on p. 93 of  the Divine Liturgy Book 

1 Year Memorial for Admiral George Besbekos 
3 Year Memorial for Ioannis Pothoulakis  
3 Year Memorial for Demitrios Papadias  
10 Year Memorial for Ioanna Pothoulakis 

 

 
St. Sabbas, First Archbishop of Serbia 

Saint Sabbas (Sava), the first Archbishop and teacher of the Serbs, and the most 
beloved of all the Saints of Serbia, was born in 1169, and was named Rastko by 
his parents. He was the son of Stephen Nemanja, the ruler of Serbia, who is              
better known as Saint Symeon the Myrrh-streamer (see Feb. 13). As a young 
man, Rastko fled secretly to the Holy Mountain, Athos, to the Monastery of 
Saint Panteleimon. When his father learned of his flight, he sent soldiers after 
him. Before they could seize him, he was tonsured a monk with the name of       
Sabbas, after Saint Sabbas the Sanctified (celebrated Dec. 5). Soon after, he           
entered the Monastery of Vatopedi, where his father joined him in 1197.              
Together they rebuilt the Monastery of Hilandar and made it a great spiritual 
center for their countrymen. In 1200 Saint Symeon reposed, and his body               
became a source of holy myrrh; in 1204 Saint Sabbas was compelled to return to 

Serbia with his father's relics, that he might restore peace between his two brothers, who were              
struggling over the rule of the kingdom. The grace of Saint Symeon's relics, and the mediations            
of Saint Sabbas, healed the division between his brethren. After persuading the Emperor in                     
Constantinople and the Ecumenical Patriarch to grant autocephaly to the Serbian Church, the Saint 
against his will was ordained first Archbishop of his native land in 1219, where he labored diligently 
to establish the Orthodox Faith. In 1221 he crowned his brother Stephen first King of Serbia (the 
memory of Saint Stephen, First Crowned King of Serbia, is kept on September 24). In 1234,                    
foreseeing by divine grace his coming departure to the Lord, he resigned the archiepiscopal throne, 
named his disciple Arsenius as his successor, and made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and Mount Sinai; 
while returning through Bulgaria, he fell asleep in peace in 1236. Because he has been ever since the 
national hero of Serbia and an invincible bulwark strengthening the Orthodox Faith, the Moslem 
Turks burned his incorrupt relics in the year 1594. See also June 28.  

 
(From the website of the Orthodox Church of America) 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος βαρύς. 

Κατέλυσας τῷ Σταυρῷ σου τὸν θάνατον, ἠνέῳξας τῷ 

Λῃστῇ τὸν Παράδεισον, τῶν Μυροφόρων τὸν θρῆνον 

µετέβαλες, καὶ τοῖς σοῖς Ἀποστόλοις κηρύττειν 

ἐπέταξας· ὅτι ἀνέστης Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, παρέχων τῷ 

κόσµῳ τὸ µέγα ἔλεος. 

 

 
Ἀπολυτίκιον τῆς Ἑορτῆς Ἦχος α'. 

Ἐν Ἰορδάνῃ βαπτιζοµένου σου Κύριε, ἡ τῆς Τριάδος 

ἐφανερώθη προσκύνησις· τοῦ γὰρ Γεννήτορος ἡ 

φωνὴ προσεµαρτύρει σοι, ἀγαπητόν σε Υἱὸν 

ὀνοµάζουσα· καὶ τὸ Πνεῦµα ἐν εἴδει περιστερᾶς, 

ἐβεβαίου τοῦ λόγου τὸ ἀσφαλές. Ὁ ἐπιφανεὶς Χριστὲ 

ὁ Θεός, καὶ τὸν κόσµον φωτίσας δόξα σοι. 

 
Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιμημένων. Ἦχος πλ. δ'. 

Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου καὶ 

ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον·οὐδεὶς γὰρ 

ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος καὶ τοῖς 

μεταστασι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 

 
Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ'. 

Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 

ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 

Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 

χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 

Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος 

μετὰ σοῦ. 

 
Κοντάκιον Ἦχος δ'. 

Ἐπεφάνης σήµερον τῇ οἰκουµένῃ, καὶ τὸ φῶς σου 

Κύριε, ἐσηµειώθη ἐφ' ἡµᾶς, ἐν ἐπιγνώσει ὑµνοῦντάς 

σε. Ἦλθες ἐφάνης τὸ Φῶς τὸ ἀπρόσιτον. 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode grave. 

By means of Your Cross, O Lord, You abolished 

death. To the robber You opened Paradise. The lamen-

tation of the myrrhbearing women You transformed, 

and You gave Your Apostles the order to proclaim to 

all that You had risen, O Christ our God, and granted 

the world Your great mercy. 

 
Apolytikion of the Feast. Mode 1. 

As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, then the 

worship of the Trinity became manifest, for the voice 

of the Father bore witness to You, naming You the 

Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, 

confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ God, 

who appeared and illumined the world, glory to You. 

 
Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4. 

Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, 

and forgive every sin they have committed in this life. 

For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to 

grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 

 
Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4. 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the reve-

lation of the mystery which was hidden from eternity. 

The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and Gabri-

el announces the grace of this Good News.  Let us also 

join with him, calling to the Theotokos:  Rejoice, O 

Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 

 
Kontakion. Mode 4. 

You appeared today to us * on earth, O Master, * and 

Your light was signed on us * who cry aloud to You 

and say * with understanding, O Christ our God: You 

came and shone forth, O Light unapproachable. 

Apolytikion   

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



Leave-taking of Theophany - Απόδοσισ των Φωτων 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 4:12-17 
 

A 
t that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew 
into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by 
the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken 
by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the 

land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the 
people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the re-
gion and shadow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to preach, 
saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  
 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

THE READING IS FROM ST. PAUL’S LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS 4:7-13 
TODAY’S EPISTLE READER: ANGELA PAPPADAKIS 

 

PROKEIMENON: Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 

VERSE: Rejoice in the Lord, o you righteous. 

B 
RETHREN, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of 
Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he led a 
host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." (in saying, "He ascended," 
what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of 

the earth? He who descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, 
that he might fill all things.) And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.  

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 29 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



ACOLYTES GROUP ONE 
 Alex Simitses  Athanasios Grivakis 
 Eric Jackson  Ignace Karatassos 
 Jerod Spetseris John Jackson 
 Lucas Karatassos Niko Tiliakos 
 Pete Sirmans  Pano Karatassos 
 Peter Soulimiotis Robby Keenan 

 Ted Kipreos  Ned Biehler  Sandy Papadopoulos 

Al Galloway  Scott Davenport  Noula Zaharis 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated 
(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith.  To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing 
with the Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the 
Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper               
preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, 
reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting.  If you have any further questions 
about this, please speak with the clergy.  Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy 
Communion.  Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

HANDMAIDENS GROUP ONE 
Alexia Spetseris   Alexys Grivakis  
Anastasia Panos  Elena Panos 
Isabella De Leon  Katherine Spetseris  
Natalia De Leon  Patricia Jackson 
Sophia Karatassos 

“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints for the 

courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.”  Psalm 83 (84): 1-2 

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 
 

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 
 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 


