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Weekly Worship Guide of The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation, Atlanta Georgia

Sunday, December 3, 2017 – Κυριακή, 3 Δεκεμβρίου, 2017 
14th Sunday of Luke - Κυριακή ΙΔ΄Λουκᾶ 

The Prophet Sophonias (Zephaniah), Theodore the Hieromartyr, Archbishop of Alexandria, Theodoulos the Righteous of Cyprus, Theodoulos the Right-
eous, the Eparch, John, Bishop of Colonia, Agapios, Seleucos, Mamas the Martyrs, Gabriel the New-Hieromartyr, Aggelis the New-Martyr of Chios 

Today’s Memorials 
Service can be found on p. 93 of the Divine Liturgy Book 

40 Day Memorial for Elaine (Eleni) Atalis  
2 Year Memorial for Stiliana Gotseva 
1 Year Memorial for Helen Burleigh  

Special Memorial Service sponsored by John, Pete and Tom Giannakopoulos  
for the 118 Laconians who were executed by Germans at Monodendri in 1943  

  

Artoklasia & Procession 
Artoklasia and procession of  icon offered by the Laconian Society in honor of   

Saint Nikon tou Metanoite, the Patron Saint of  Laconia 
 

Artoklasia is offered by the Daughters of  Penelope  
in Honor of  their Patron Saint Barbara 

  
Next Sunday, December 10th, a 2nd Collection Tray will be passed by  

AHEPA to benefit the Empty Stocking Fund 
Please join the AHEPA family in raising funds to go towards one of Atlanta’s most giving missions which provides 
Christmas gifts for the children of families living in poverty in the metro Atlanta rea. We are proud to say that our 

AHEPA organization has continued to be one of the top 10 contributors to this foundation! 
  

  

The Prophet Sophonias (Zephaniah) 
The ninth of the twelve Minor Prophets of the Canon of the Old Testament; preached and wrote in the 
second half of the seventh century B.C. He was a contemporary and supporter of the great Prophet           
Jeremiah.  
The date of the Prophet's activity fell in the reign of King Josiah (641-11). Sophonias is one of the 
few Prophets whose chronology is fixed by a precise date in the introductory verse of the book. Under the 
two preceding kings, Amon and Manasseh, idolatry had been introduced in the most shameful forms into 
the Holy City, and with this foreign cult came a foreign culture and a great corruption of morals. Josiah, 
the king with the anointed sceptre, wished to put an end to the horrible devastation in the holy places. 
One of the most zealous champions and advisers of this reform was Sophonias, and his writing remains 
one of the most important documents for the understanding of the era of Josiah.  
The book of the Prophet naturally contains in its three chapters only a sketch of the fundamental ideas of 
the preaching of Sophonias. The scheme of the book in its present form is as follows: 

1:2-2:3 The threatening of the "day of the Lord", a Dies irae dies illa of the Old Testament. The judgment of 
the Lord will descend on Juda and Jerusalem as a punishment for the awful degeneracy in religious life (i, 4-7a); it will            
extend to all classes of the people (i, 7b-13), and will be attended with all the horrors of a frightful catastrophe (i, 14-18); 
therefore, do penance and seek the Lord (ii, 1-3). 

2:4-15 Not only over Jerusalem, but over the whole world, over the peoples in all the four regions of the heav-
ens, will the hand of the Lord be stretched--westwards over the Philistines (4-7), eastwards over 
the Moabites and Ammonites (8-11), southwards over the Ethiopians (12), and northwards over the Assyrians and Ninivites 
(13-15). With a special threat (3:1-8 The Prophet then turns again to Jerusalem: "Woe to the provoking, and redeemed city. . . 
She hath not hearkened to the voice, neither hath she received discipline"; the severest reckoning will be required of the        
aristocrats and the administrators of the law (as the leading classes of the civil community), and of the Prophets and priests, 
as the directors of public worship. 

3:9-20 A consolatory prophecy, or prophetic glance at the Kingdom of God of the future, in which all the world, 
united in one faith and one worship, will turn to one God, and the goods of the Messianic Kingdom, whose capital is the 
daughter of Sion, will be enjoyed. The universality of the judgment as well as of the redemption is so forcibly expressed 
in Sophonias that his book may be regarded as the "Catholic Epistle" of the Old Testament.  

The last exhortation of Sophonias (3:9-20) also has a Messianic coloring, although not to an extent comparable 
with Isaiah.  

(From the Catholic Encyclopedia) 



Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον. Ἦχος α΄. 
Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ 
στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σου Σῶµα, 
ἀνέστης τριήµερος Σωτήρ, δωρούµενος τῷ κόσµῳ 
τὴν ζωήν· διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάµεις τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων 
σοι ζωοδότα. Δόξα τῇ Ἀναστάσει σου Χριστέ, δόξα 
τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονοµίᾳ σου, µόνε 
φιλάνθρωπε. 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Προφήτοῦ. Ἦχος β'. 
Τοῦ Προφήτου σου Σοφονίου τὴν μνήμην, Κύριε 
ἑορτάζοντες, δι' αὐτοῦ σε δυσωποῦμεν· Σῶσον τὰς 
ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 
 

Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιμημένων. Ἦχος πλ. δ'. 
Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου καὶ 
ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον·οὐδεὶς γὰρ 
ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος καὶ τοῖς 
μεταστασι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ. Ἦχος δ'. 
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ 
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν 
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ 
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος 
μετὰ σοῦ. 
 

Κοντάκιον. Ἦχος γ΄. 
Ἡ Παρθένος σήµερον, τὸν προαιώνιον Λόγον, ἐν 
Σπηλαίῳ ἔρχεται, ἀποτεκεῖν ἀπορρήτως. Χόρευε ἡ 
οἰκουµένη ἀκουτισθεῖσα, δόξασον µετὰ Ἀγγέλων καὶ 
τῶν Ποιµένων, βουληθέντα ἐποφθῆναι, Παιδίον νέον, 
τὸν πρὸ αἰώνων Θεόν. 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 1. 
The stone had been secured with a seal by the Judeans, 
* and a guard of soldiers was watching Your immacu-
late body. * You rose on the third day, O Lord * and 
Savior, granting life unto the world. * For this reason 
were the powers of heaven crying out to You, O Life-
giver: * Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ; * glory 
to Your kingdom; * glory to Your dispensation, only 
One who loves mankind. 
 

Apolytikion for the Prophet. Mode 2. 
As we celebrate the memory of Your Prophet Zepha-
niah through him we importune You, O Lord, that 
You save our souls. 
 

Kontakion for the Departed. Mode pl. 4. 
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, 
and forgive every sin they have committed in this life. 
For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to 
grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church. Mode 4. 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the reve-
lation of the mystery which was hidden from eternity. 
The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and Gabri-
el announces the grace of this Good News.  Let us also 
join with him, calling to the Theotokos:  Rejoice, O 
Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontakion. Mode 3. 
On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the grotto to 
give birth * to the pre-eternal Word * in an ineffable 
manner. * Dance for joy, all the inhabited earth, on 
hearing. * Glorify along with Angels and with the 
shepherds * Him who willed that He appear as * a 
newborn Child, * the pre-eternal God. 

Apolytikion  JApolutivkia 

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

    DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



14
th

 Sunday of Luke - Κυριακη IΔ΄Λουκα 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: LUKE 18:35-43 
 

A 
t that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging; 
and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, "Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by." And he cried, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" And 
those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, 

"Son of David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him; 
and when he came near, he asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" He said, "Lord, let me 
receive my sight." And Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you well." And 
immediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they 
saw it, gave praise to God.  
 

 

“Take up and read, take up and read.”  St. Augustine, Confessions XII 

TODAY’S EPISTLE READER: PLATON CONSTANTINIDES 
ST PAUL’S LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS 5:8-19 

 

B 
rethren,  walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right 
and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they 
do in secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that 

becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said, "Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give you light." Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the 
most of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will 
of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 
Lord with all your heart.  

PROKEIMENON: Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 

VERSE: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 

      DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 29 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK 



ACOLYTES GROUP THREE 
 Alexander Vastakis Alexandros Katsoudas 
 Gus Karas  Evangelos Katsoudas 
 George Poulos  Ian Alexander 

 John Syribeys  Nicholas Vastakis 
 Nick Karas  Nicko Kostopoulos 
 Robert Weimar Theo Pappas 
 Theo Weimar 

  Costa Panos  Ned Biehler  Sandy Papadopoulos 

  Al Galloway      Scott Davenport       Noula Zaharis 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated 
(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith.  To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing 
with the Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the 
Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper               
preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession, 
reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting.  If you have any further questions 
about this, please speak with the clergy.  Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy 
Communion.  Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first.  Thank you. 

HANDMAIDENS GROUP THREE 

 Alexis Vallianatos Christina Pribas 
 Elena Karas  Dee Dee Kostopoulos  
 Elli Moraitakis  Phoebe Franklin 
 Renna Moraitakis  Sophia Karampelas 
 Zoe Franklin 

“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even 

faints for the courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh cry out for the              

living God.”  Psalm 83 (84): 1-2 
Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis, Dean 

 

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars, Presbyter 
 

Elias Lampropoulos, Pastoral Assistant 
 

2500 Clairmont Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

404-633-5870 
www.atlgoc.org 

WELCOME EVERYONE!  
Welcome everyone! We extend a warm welcome to our visitors worshiping with us today in our Cathedral. You 

are invited to join us for the Fellowship Hour at the end of the Divine Liturgy in Carlos Hall next to the 

Church.  Thank you for your visit!  Please stop by our Newcomers table and sign the register in the Narthex. 


