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The above hymn is one of the most majestic hymns of 
our Church as we celebrate the Birth of our Lord. In 
Greek it begins with the proclamation: òɉɟɘůŰɧɠ 

ũŮɜɜɎŰŬɘ ŭɞɝɎůŬŰŮ!ò ñChrist is Born, Glorify Him!ó 
When this hymn is chanted it automatically lifts up our 
spirits and calls us to focus on the wonder of our Lordõs 
Birth. Subsequent words from the hymn invite us to 
meet our Lord not physically, but mystically upon the 
earth. It speaks to us as another  opportunity to invite 
our Savior to become the center of our lives. Making a 
true effort to meet Christ is what can make this Christ-
mas to be more significant and life-changing from past 
years. 
 The story of Christõs birth speaks to us about the 
mysterious ways of God. God acts in ways that we do 
not always expect or more precisely understand. His 
ways are truly wonder-filled and awe-inspiring. For cen-
turies, the Ancient Israelites had expected the Messiah. 
The prophets, especially Isaiah and Jeremiah, called the 
people to readiness and openness to Godõs actions. They 
spoke openly about a coming savior. 
 St. Paul makes it clear in his letter to the             
Galatian Christians in chapter 4, verse 4, that when 
Christ was born it was the precise moment in history for 
God to intervene in the most intimate way by taking on 
human flesh, which would lead us and rise up our hu-
manity to eternal salvation. St. Paul says, òWhen the 
fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law.ó The simplicity 
and humility of our Lordõs birth demonstrates calm and 
peacefulness and not a representation of a conquering 
hero or a king riding in a golden chariot with pomp and 
splendor. 
 When the Messiah arrived, he came first as an 
infant. He was born to a young girl who was not for-
mally married. The event occurred in the simple village 
of Bethlehem. He was sheltered in a place reserved for 
animals because there was nowhere else to stay. In these 
humble circumstances, òthe Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, full of grace and truthéó (John 1:14). 
This is the mysterious way of God! 
 By our Lord coming into the world in this unas-
suming way, it compels us to love Him. God works in 
our lives in such a way that is never demanding, never 
forceful and never conceited. His patience is beyond 
comprehension as He implements His energies causing 
us to wonder why He gives us the gifts of choice and 
freedom. What is Godõs motive? As a loving Father, His        
desire is to draw all of us to Him and to one another in 
love. 
 The familiar persons involved in the story of 
Christõs birth were all quite different. Mary and             
Joseph were humble travelers seeking a place of shelter. 
The shepherds were simple men of the land tending 
their flocks. The wise men were wealthy and aristocratic 
foreigners wandering in a strange land. 
 Each of them, however, shared a common char-
acteristic. They opened their hearts to the  actions of the 
Lord who mysteriously led them to the village of Bethle-
hem. Each of them permitted God to act in their lives. 
Mary and Joseph were willing to change their whole life 
to nurture and protect the child      Jesus. The shepherds 
were willing to hear the words of the angels. The wise 
men were willing to follow the star. We remember them 
to this day because they opened their hearts and trusted 
in the Lord. 
 As we hear and chant the words, òɉɟɘůŰɧɠ 

ũŮɜɜɎŰŬɘ ŭɞɝɎůŬŰŮ!ò ñChrist is Born, Glorify Him!ó Let 
us remember that Christ is the ultimate gift. We must 
willingly meet Him. We must offer a humble invitation 
to Him to be in our hearts. This is how we celebrate this 
great feast. This is how we glorify Him! 
 
 
 
 

+Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis 

Continued on page 2 

Christ is born! Glorify Him! Christ comes from heaven: Meet Him. Christ is on earth exalt Him. 
O you earth, sing to the Lord. O you nations, Praise Him for He has been glorified. 

--Katavasia of the Nativity Matins Hymnñ 
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The Divine Liturgy: Part XIX:  

The Memorial Service 
 

 The memorial service, all 

though can stand as a service by 

itself, is many times associated 

with the Divine Liturgy.  Many 

have experienced and seen a me-

morial service.  One of the charac-

teristics of the Memorial Service is 

the Kolyva or Boiled Wheat that is 

prepared.   

Their origin goes back to the time 

of Julian the Apostate when in 362 

he withdrew from the market in 

Constantinople food-stuffs prescribed for the day of the Great 

Lent, Clean Monday, and ordered that they be substituted with 

ñpolluted sacrificial foodò in an attempt to enforce upon the people 

paganism of which he was and ardent supporter.  St. Theodore 

suggested to Patriarch Eudoxios that he ordain boiled wheat 

(already called Kolyva) as a substitute to Lenten food-stuffs taken 

from the market by Emperor Julian.  Since then kolyva, have be-

come connected with celebrating the memory of saints, were 

brought to the Church and were blessed by the priest during me-

morial prayers known today as Memorial services. 

The Kolyva symbolize the human body, because the hu-

man body is nourished and grows because of wheat.  Christ also 

likened his divine body to a grain of wheat, as it is expressed in 

the gospel of St. John ñExcept a corn of wheat fall into the ground 

and die, it abides alone: but if it die, it brings forth much 

fruit.ò (John 12:24).  St. Paul said, ñThat which you sow is not 
quickened, except it die.ò (1 Cor. 15:36), for a dead body is buried 

in the earth and decays, just as a grain of wheat.  From these 

things, the Church received the basis to make Kolyva. 

 Early Christians expressed their concern for the repose of 

the souls of their beloved by works of charity and love and by per-

sonal and communal prayers.  Some of these types of prayers in-

cluded a gathering on the graves of the dead or in the church, and 

the serving of a meal known as the ñMakariaò (Memorial Meal).  

Praying for the dead is a deeply rooted practice in the Church on 

the belief that the Church of Christ is constituted not only of her 

living members but also of departed ones.  The Celebration of the 

Eucharist (Holy Communion) is offered for the benefit of both 

dead and living faithful.  A great biblical reference to this can be 

found in the Epistle of St. James, ñThe prayer of a righteous man 

has the great power in its effects.ò (James 5:16). 

 Since we have a better understanding of the meaning of 

the Kolyva and why we do a memorial service, let us look at the 

hymns that are associated with it.  If the memorial service is con-

ducted during the Divine Liturgy, it should come right after the 

hymn ñBlessed be the name of the Lordéò which comes after the 

Prayer behind the Ambo. 

 The service begins with the chanting of the Eulogitaria 

(Blesseds).  It is important to note that in many books where this 

service appears, there are four hymns that begin with the Eulogi-

taria, followed by a ñGloryéò and a ñNow and foreveréò  The 

four hymns that are there are specifically for a funeral service.  In 

fact hymns two and three of the Eulogitaria make reference to the 

body of the deceased as well.  Therefore in the Memorial service 

we go from hymn one to hymn four, and for our purposes in this 

article, I will do the same.  One final note on the Eulogitaria, there 

are actually two sets.  One is call the Resurrectional Eulogiatira 

which are used every Sunday during 

the Orthros service, and they are 

also chanted on Holy Friday night, 

and the other set is called the Eulo-

giatria of the Dead.  We, of course 

will be focusing on the Eulogiatria 

of the Dead. 

 We begin with the first 

hymn, ñBlessed are You, O Lord, 

teach me Your statutes.  The choir 
of Saints has found the fountain 

of life and the door of Paradise. 

May I also find the way through repentance. I am the sheep 
that is lost: O Savior, call me back and save me.ò  This hymn 

speaks to us as ones who are living, explaining to us that the doors 

of Paradise have been opened and there we see Christ, who is the 

fountain of life.  He calls us back to Him, as lost sheep, and 

through Him, we are saved. 

 The next hymn says, ñBlessed are You, O Lord, teach 

me Your statutes.  Give rest, O God, to Your servant, and 

place him (her) in Paradise where the choirs of the Saints 
and the righteous will shine as the stars of heaven. To Your 

departed servant give rest, O Lord, and forgive all his (her) 
offenses.ò  This hymn speaks to Christ directly and asked that the 

soul of the one that is departed from us have a place of rest in 

paradise.  May their soul join those of the saints and those who are 

righteous and may it stand out as theirs did, like shining stars, for-

given them of all that they have done.  This hymn is just as much a 

petition to Christ as it is for us, who are praying, because it re-

minds us that we do have a chance to be with Christ, and for our 

souls to be like shining stars. 

 The next hymn says, ñGlory to the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit.  The threefold radiance of the one God 

let us praise, and let us shout in song: Holy are You, eternal 
Father, coeternal Son, and divine Spirit! Illumine us who 

worship You in faith and deliver us from the eternal fire.ò  

This hymn talks about the Holy Trinity and it asks for its illumina-

tion on us, who are alive, that have faith to help us continue to 

praise God.  The hymn also asks for us who do this to be saved or 

taken away from the eternal fire, which is hell.  In other words, if 

we have faith and believe, we will not be condemned to the fires 

of hell, but rather we will be with God in His heavenly kingdom. 

 The next hymn says, ñNow and forever and to the ages 

of ages. Amen.  Rejoice, gracious Lady, who for the salvation 
of all gave birth to God in the flesh, and through whom the 

human race has found salvation. Through you, pure and 

blessed Theotokos, may we find Paradise.ò  This hymn is di-

rected to the Virgin Mary, and speaks that through her willingness 

to participate in salvation i.e. saying yes to the Archangel Gabriel, 

and bearing Christ, we have found paradise through Him. 

 Following this is the triple Alleluia, an ancient way to 

indicate that we are changing sections of music.  Following the 

triple Alleluia, is the Kontakion of the dead, that is chanted.  This 

hymn reads, ñWith the Saints give rest, O Christ, to the soul of 

Your servant where there is no pain, nor sorrow, nor suffer-
ing, but life everlasting.ò  We ask Christ to place the soul of the 

departed in a place of rest, where there are no cares of this earthly 

life, but in a place where there will be eternal life, i.e. heaven. 

 Following this is another set of four hymns that speaks 

directly to the person or persons that the memorial service is being 

conducted for.  These hymns are very straight forward.  They read 
Continued on page 3 
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as follows, ñAmong the spirits of the 
righteous perfected in faith, give rest, 

O Savior, to the soul of Your servant. 
Bestow upon it the blessed life which 

is from You, O loving One.ò  Here we 

ask Christ to give rest to our departed 

loved one.  ñWithin Your peace, O 

Lord, where all Your saints repose, 

give rest also to the soul of Your ser-
vant, for You alone are immortal.ò  

Again, here we ask Christ to have the 

soul in a place of rest.  ñGlory to the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit.  You are our God who descended into 

Hades and loosened the pains of those who were chained. 
Grant rest also, O Savior, to the soul of Your servant.ò  

We ask Christ, to do as he did on Easter Sunday, saving 

all those who were bound in Hades, that He do the same 

for the soul of the departed, which is bring it out of death 

and give it life.  ñNow and forever and to the ages of 
ages. Amen.  Most pure and spotless Virgin, who ineffably 

gave birth to God, intercede with Him for the salvation of 

the soul of your servant.ò  The final hymn is always to the 

Virgin Mary, asking for her intercession that the soul of 

the departed be saved and placed in paradise. 

 Next come the petition and prayers for the departed.  I 

will focus on the prayer, as the petitions put us in the correct 

mindset to pray.  The prayer reads as follows, ñO God of 
spirits and of all flesh, You have trampled down death 

and have abolished the power of the devil, giving life to 
Your world. Give rest to the soul of Your departed servant 

(Name) in a place of light, in a place of repose, in a place 

of refreshment, where there is no pain, sorrow, and suf-
fering. As a good and loving God, forgive every sin he 

(she) has committed in thought, word or deed, for there is 

no one who lives and is sinless. You alone are without sin. 
Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and 

Your word is truth.  For You are the resurrection, the life 
and the repose of Your departed servant (Name), Christ 

our God, and to You we give glory, with Your eternal Fa-

ther and Your all holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now 
and forever and to the ages of ages.ò   The prayer is self 

explanatory, as it asks Christ to grant remission of the 

sins of the soul of the departed, and to give it a place of 

rest in His heavenly kingdom. 

 Following this we chant triple ñEternal Memoryò, 

the characteristic hymn of the memorial service. 

 With this, we conclude the Memorial Service.  In Part 

XX, our last article, we will look at the Artoclasia (Blessing of 

the Loaves) and give an explanation of its meaning and why it 

is placed in the Divine Liturgy. 
 

 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars 

 

Origin of the Feast of 

Christmas 

 
The celebration of the birth of Christ has become the 

most obvious religious-based public festival of American life.  Its 

arrival in December is prepared 

for months in advance.  It is the 

one event which generates the 

most anticipation and to which 

the most tradition and custom 

have attached themselves.  In-

dividual homes and whole cit-

ies dress up for Christmas.  In 

popular sentiment it has 

eclipsed the greater feast of the 

Resurrection, and has com-

pletely dwarfed its twin festi-

val, the Epiphany.  

But how did we get a feast of 

Christmas?  What was its origi-

nal purpose?  How does it actu-

ally fit into the life of the Orthodox Christian Church?  

The Christian Church in the first three centuries of its 

existence knew of only one great festival, Pentecost (and by Pen-

tecost is meant the complete celebration of the Christian Pass-
over from the cross and resurrection to the 50th day commemo-

rating the descent of the Holy Spirit).  Every Sunday was consid-

ered a feast in that it was a gathering to proclaim the mighty re-

demption brought by the death and resurrection of Christ.  This 

festival of redemption was realized weekly by the Holy Eucharist, 

the presence of the victorious Risen Christ in the midst of the 

assembly.  It was realized yearly in the great Paschal Feast in the 

administration of baptism.  We see that in this ancient period the 

interest and emphasis was not at all on the historical facts con-

cerning what happened to Jesus, but rather how what happened to 

Jesus now happens to those who join His Church; how the new 

believer dies and rises to new life in Christ through baptism and 

how in the Eucharist the believer participates directly in the sacri-

fice of Christ.  

In time the celebration of martyrsô days, that is, the 

yearly anniversary of a martyrôs death, came to be celebrated.  

But these festivals were local and usually conducted at the mar-

tyrôs tomb. 

It is not until the Fourth Century that the idea of celebrat-

ing occasions in the earthly life of our Lord started to become 

popular.  Much of this is due to the Church of Jerusalem.  Special 

celebrations which were devised on the actual or supposed sites 

of the events of the life of Christ lent themselves particularly well 

to the celebration of historical remembrances.  Thus interest de-

veloped in where Jesus was born, where He grew up, where He 

performed His miracles, etc.  

It is to the Church of Rome, however, that we must give 

the credit for the origins of the feast of the birth of Christ.  But on 

what was this feast based and why was December 25th chosen as 

the day for its celebration?  

Continued on page 4 
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Father Paul, Father Christos, the  
Parish Council and Cathedral Staff 

would like to wish you a very Merry 
and Blessed Christmas and the  

happiest of New Years! 

The actual historical facts surrounding the birth of Christ 

are clouded in mystery.  No one really knows when Jesus was 

born.  Only certain facts can be deducted from the biblical ac-

count and from history.  For one thing, Jesus was definitely born 

in B.C. (Before Christ!).  This is known because Herod the Great 

died in 4 B.C., and Herod figures in the account of the Nativity 

given by St. Matthew.  Jesus was definitely not born in winter.  

St. Luke mentions that the shepherds were staying out in the pas-

ture land with their flocks, an event that does not take place in 

winter.  We must look elsewhere for the origin of the late Decem-

ber celebration of the Nativity. 

We find the origin of the winter feast of the Nativity not 

in the historical facts available concerning the birth of Christ, but 

in a curious astronomical phenomenon.  In late December we 

reach the shortest day of the year with more hours of darkness 

than daylight.  From this point the hours of daylight become 

gradually longer.  This observable phenomenon was given a reli-

gious significance in the pagan Roman world.  It became the feast 

of Sol Invictus (the Unconquerable Sun). It was popularly cele-

brated in Rome during the last two weeks of December as Satur-

nalia. What better time for the Christians to celebrate the coming 

of the true unconquered ñSunò?  Thus the feast of Christmas was 

born; the celebration of the dawning on the world of the Sun of 

Righteousness. 

The feast was not originally called Christmas or Nativity, 

but Epiphany or ñManifestation.ò  

It celebrated the idea of Christôs 

coming and manifesting Himself 

through several events of the New 

Testament and its timing was 

based on the feast of the Uncon-

quered Sun.  In the East this feast 

of ñcomingò was generally kept on 

January 6th and in the West on 

December 25th.  It did not origi-

nally concentrate exclusively on 

the birth of our Lord, but cele-

brated several aspects of His 

manifestation: the birth in the 

cave, the adoration of the Magi, 

the baptism in the Jordan, and the 

first miracle at Cana in Galilee.  All of these themes came in one 

way or another to be associated with the feast of the Epiphany.  

The East celebrated all of this on January 6th and knew of no 

feast on December 25th.  (The Armenian Church to this day still 
celebrates the nativity and the baptism together on January 6th 

with no celebration whatsoever on December 25th.) Egeria, a nun 

from Spain, traveling in Palestine at the end of the 4th century 

mentions a great celebration of our Lordôs coming.  Thus it was 

only later that the East and the West came to share both Decem-

ber 25th and January 6th.  The East separated the Nativity from 

the Baptism, leaving the January date as the feast of the Baptism 

of Christ and accepting the December date as the feast of the Na-

tivity.  The West in turn added January 6th to its ñManifestationò 

celebration as the commemoration of the Adoration of the Magi.  

Once this double feast, Christmas-Epiphany, entered the 
life of the Church it became, like Easter-Pentecost, an occasion 

for the celebration of baptism.  The feast of Christôs coming was 

seen to be appropriate for the administration of the sacrament by 

which Christ would come to the new believer.  Several relics in 

our present liturgical practice hint at the baptismal connections of 

Christmas and Epiphany, as the long list of readings of the vigil 

of both days (meant to cover the time of actual baptizing), and the 

singing of the baptismal verse ñAs many as have been baptized 

into Christò in place of the Trisagion.  The strange notation in the 

liturgical books: ñNativity of our Lord . . . Three days Passoverò 

and ñEpiphany of our Lord . . . Three days Passoverò can only be 

explained in connection with the sacrament of baptism.  

The hymns of both Christmas and Epiphany reveal the 

origin of these days in the old winter festival of the Unconquered 

Sun.  Note how many astronomical references we find in the Na-

tivity Troparion: Christ is described as the ñSunò of Righteous-

ness, who illumines those who worshipped stars (of which the 

physical sun is one).  Jesus has come as the dawning from the 

East (as the sun does).  

The Matins exapostilarion hymn speaks of: A newly 

risen day.  Our Savior is the Dayspring from the East.  Those 

who were in darkness and shadow found the Light.  

Epiphany is still known as ñton Fotonò (feast of Lights).  Its 

hymns also concentrate on astronomical themes. In Vespers, 

Christ is described as ñBestower of light,ò who desires to give 

light  to those in darkness.  In the Matins of the feast we find: 

ñWith Your light  that never sets, shine forth, O Christ.ò  

Unfortunately most of society has reverted to celebrating 

the pagan winter holiday under the excuse of celebrating the birth 

of Christ.  The Romans had their Saturnalia, but modern man has 

his Santa, reindeer, drinking parties and materialism to highlight 

his feast.  In spite of all of this Christians are still called to cele-

brate joyfully in the Spirit, the coming of the Messiah.  As the 

Christians of old celebrated under the guise of Saturnalia, so the 

modern Christian must still celebrate the true feast as the rest of 

our society keeps its pagan winter holiday.  The Church at one 

time conquered and transformed that pagan holiday into the sub-

lime celebration of the coming of the Sun of Righteousness.  She 

still is challenged to transform, transfigure and to proclaim that 

coming and to lead us beyond tinsel and cheap lights to the true 

meaning of this holiday: the glorification of the true Gladsome 

Light of the Holy Glory of the Immortal Father, heavenly, holy, 

blessed Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars 
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Ǫ ũǨǯǯǪǴǫǴ ǵǱǶ ǬǶǳǫǱǶ ǪǮǹǯ ǫǪǴǱǶ ǷǳǫǴǵǱǶ 
 

 

͂ѐϧЖɯϧЖϠɯЗϟЌϤϔɯЗɯϴϖЮϔɯ͵ϝϝϞϚϦЮϔɯϟϔϥɯϖϜϢϤϧϲϙϘϜɯ

ϧсɯϟϘϖϲϞϢɯϝϔЯɯϵϠϘϤϟЕϠϘϨϧϢɯϖϘϖϢϠсϥɯϧЪϥɯϝϔϧϳɯ

ϦϲϤϝϔɯϖϘϠϠЕϦϘϬϥɯϧϢѕɯ͕аϢѕɯϝϔЯɯ͌рϖϢϨɯϧϢѕɯ͉ϘϢѕɯ

ϵϣсɯϧЖϠɯηϣϘϤϔϖЮϔɯ͉ϘϢϧрϝϢȭ 
 

͍ϘϧϳɯϧсϠɯ͆ѐϔϖϖϘϞϜϦϟсɯϧЪϥɯ͑ϔϤϛЌϠϢϨɯ͍ϔϤЮϔϥɯ

ϵϣсɯϧсϠɯϵϤϪϲϖϖϘϞϢɯ̈́ϔϕϤϜЖϞɯϝϔЯɯЏϠѦɯϣϞϚϦЮϔϙϘɯтɯ

ϝϔϜϤсϥɯϠϳɯϧϘϞϘϜўϦϢϨϠɯϢаɯЏϠϠЌϔɯϟЪϠϘϥɯϵϣсɯϧЖϠɯ

яϣϘϤϩϨϦϜϝЖɯ ϦэϞϞϚϫϚɯ ϧϢѕɯ ͗ϤϜϦϧϢѕɯ ϦϧЖϠɯ

ϣϔϤϛϘϠϜϝЕɯ ϧϚϥɯ ϟЕϧϤϔȮɯ тɯ ͋ϔЮϦϔϤɯ ͂ѓϖϢϨϦϧϢϥɯ

ϗϜЌϧϔϡϘɯϵϣϢϖϤϔϩЖɯϧϢѕɯϣϞϚϛϨϦϟϢѕɯϧϢѕɯϤϬϟϔЭϝϢѕɯ

ϝϤϲϧϢϨϥȭ 
 

͔рϧϘɯтɯΞϬϦЖϩɯϟϔϙЯɯϟЍɯϧЖϠɯ͉ϘϢϧрϝϢȮɯϡϘϝЮϠϚϦϔϠɯ

ϖϜϳɯ ϧЖϠɯ ̓ϚϛϞϘЌϟȮɯ ϖϜϳɯ Ϡϳɯ ϵϣϢϖϤϔϩϢѕϠɯ ЏϝϘжȭɯ

͵ϣϘϜϗЖɯ фϟϬϥɯ ϘзϪϘɯ ϣϞϚϦϜϲϦϘϜɯ тɯ ϝϔϜϤсϥɯ Ϡϳɯ

ϖϘϠϠЕϦϘϜɯЗɯ͑ϔϤϛЌϠϢϥɯϝϔЯɯϗЍϠɯВϕϤϜϦϝϔϠɯϝϔϧϢϜϝЮϔɯ

ϠϳɯϝϔϧϔϞэϦϢϨϠȮɯϗϜрϧϜɯϘзϪϘɯϟϔϙϘϨϧϘжɯϣϢϞюϥɯϞϔсϥɯ

ϦϧЖϠɯ̓ϚϛϞϘЌϟȮɯϟϣЪϝϔϠɯϦЍɯАϠϔɯϩϧϬϪϜϝсɯϦϣЕϞϔϜϢȭɯ

͵ϝϘжɯ Зɯ ͉ϘϢϧрϝϢϥɯ ϖЌϠϠϚϦϘɯ ϧсϠɯ ͋эϤϜϢɯ ΞϚϦϢѕɯ

͗ϤϜϦϧсɯϝϔЯɯϦϣϔϤϖϲϠϬϦϘɯϦϳϠɯϕϤЌϩϢϥɯϧсϠɯ͋ϧЮϦϧϚɯϧѦϠɯϴϣϲϠϧϬϠȭɯͽϣϘϜϧϔɯ͔сϠɯВϕϔϞϘɯЏϣϲϠϬɯ

ϦϧЖɯϩϲϧϠϚɯϧѦϠɯϵϞрϖϬϠɯϙўϬϠȮɯϗϜрϧϜɯ«ВϟϘϞϞϘɯϠϳɯЏϞϘϨϛЌϤϬϦϚɯЗϟЉϥɯϵϣсɯϧЖϠɯϵϞϢϖЮϔϠ», фϣϬϥɯ

ϪϔϤϔϝϧϚϤϜϦϧϜϝϳɯϖϤϲϩϘϜɯтɯ͠ϖϜϢϥɯ͎ϜϝрϗϚϟϢϥɯтɯ͜ϖϜϢϤϘЮϧϚϥȭ 
 

͛ϣсɯϧрϧϘȮɯфϞϢϜɯϢаɯϣϜϦϧϢЯɯϪϤϜϦϧϜϔϠϢЯɯϟЍɯϪϔϤϳɯϫϲϞϞϢϨϠɯϧсϠɯёϟϠϢɯϧѦϠɯϵϖϖЌϞϬϠɯЏϝϘЮϠϚϥɯϧЪϥɯ

Ϡэϝϧϔϥȯɯ«ͅрϡϔɯЏϠɯяϫЮϦϧϢϜϥɯ͉ϘѴɯϝϔЯɯЏϣЯɯϖЪϥɯϘбϤЕϠϚȮɯЏϠɯϵϠϛϤўϣϢϜϥɯϘѐϗϢϝЮЇ». ͅрϡϔɯϗϚϞϔϗЕȮɯϹϥɯ

ϘзϠϔϜɯϦϧсϠɯ͉ϘрȮɯϣϢюɯϕϤЮϦϝϘϧϔϜɯϦϧϳɯёϫϜϦϧϔɯϟЌϤϚɯϧϢѕɯϢѐϤϔϠϢѕɯϝϔЯɯϦϧЖϠɯϖЪɯтϞрϝϞϚϤϚȮɯϣϢюɯ

ϘзϠϔϜɯϧϔϤϔϖϟЌϠϚɯϵϣсɯϧЖϠɯϴϟϔϤϧЮϔȮɯϹϥɯϕϔϦϜϞϘэϦϘϜɯЗɯϛϘЮϔɯϘбϤЕϠϚȮɯϗϜрϧϜɯтɯ͉ϘсϥɯВϗϘϜϡϘɯϧЖϠɯ

ϵϖϲϣϚɯ͔ϢϨɯϦϧϢюϥɯϵϠϛϤўϣϢϨϥɯϟЍɯϧЖϠɯЏϠϔϠϛϤўϣϚϦϚɯϧϢѕɯ͕аϢѕɯ͔ϢϨȭ 

 

͎ϳɯϦϚϟϘϜўϦϢϨϟϘɯЏϗѦȮɯфϧϜɯЗɯϖϜϢϤϧЖɯϧѦϠɯ͗ϤϜϦϧϢϨϖЌϠϠϬϠɯϝϔϛϜϘϤўϛϚϝϘɯϖϜϳɯϣϤўϧϚɯϩϢϤϳɯϧЖϠɯ

25Ϛ ͅϘϝϘϟϕϤЮϢϨɯϧϢѕɯƗƝƛɯЏϣЯɯϣϔϧϤϜϔϤϪϘЮϔϥɯ͜ϖЮϢϨɯΞϬϲϠϠϢϨɯϧϢѕɯ͗ϤϨϦϢϦϧрϟϢϨȭɯ͋ϔϧɀɯϸϞϞϢϨϥɯтɯ

ϣϔϧϤϜϲϤϪϚϥɯ ΟϘϤϢϦϢϞэϟϬϠɯ ΞϢϨϕϘϠϲϞϜϢϥȮɯ ϪўϤϜϦϘɯ ϧЯϥɯ ϗэϢɯ ЎϢϤϧЍϥɯ ϧѦϠɯ ͖ўϧϬϠɯ ϝϔЯɯ ϧѦϠɯ

͗ϤϜϦϧϢϨϖЌϠϠϬϠȮɯϢаɯтϣϢжϘϥɯϣϔϞϜрϧϘϤϔɯϖЮϠϢϠϧϔϠɯϧЖϠɯдϗϜϔɯϟЌϤϔȮɯϗϚϞϔϗЖɯϧЖϠɯƚϚ ΞϔϠϢϨϔϤЮϢϨȭ 
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On the Night of Nativity, St. Ephraim the Syrian 
 
Pure is the present night, in which the Pure One appeared, Who came to purify us!  Let our hearing                   

be pure, and the sight of our eyes chaste, and the feeling of the heart holy, and the speech of the mouth             

sincere! 
 

The present night is the night of reconciliation; therefore, let no 

one be wrought against his brother and offend him! 
 

This night gave peace to the whole world, and so, let no one 

threaten.  This is the night of the Most Meek One; let no one be 

cruel! 
 

This is the night of the Humble One; let no one be proud! 
 

Now is the day of joy; let us not take revenge for offences!  Now is 

the day of good will; let us not be harsh.  On this day of                        

tranquility, let us not become agitated by anger! 
 

Today God came unto sinners; let not the righteous exalt himself 

over sinners! 
 

Today the Most Rich One became poor for our sake; let the rich 

man invite the poor to his table! 
 

Today we received a gift which we did not ask for; let us bestow 

alms to those who cry out to us and beg! 
 

The present day has opened the door of heaven to our prayers; let us also open our door to those who ask of 

us forgiveness! 
 

Today the Godhead placed upon Himself the seal of humanity, and humanity has been adorned with the 

seal of the Godhead! 
 

St. Ephraim the Syrian, Hymns on the Nativity 
 

He became a servant on earth; He was Lord on high. 
 

Inheritor of the height and depth, Who became a stranger. 
 

But the One Who was judged wrongly will judge in truth, 
 

and He in Whose face they spat, breathed the spirit into the face. 
 

He Who held a weak reed was the scepter for the world that grows old and leans on Him. 
 

He Who stood [and] served His servants, sitting, will be worshipped. 
 

He Whom the Scribes scorned -- the Seraphim sang "holy" before Him. 
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ST. ANDREW, Archbishop of Crete:  The Mystery of the  
Incarnation is a Fitting Theme of Joy for Both Angels and Men 
 

Therefore the Word of God, Himself God, the Son of God who 

"in the beginning was with God," through whom "all things 

were made" and "without" whom "was nothing made," with 

the purpose of delivering man from eternal death, became 

man: so bending Himself to take on Him our humility without 

decrease in His own majesty, that remaining what He was and 

assuming what He was not, He might unite the true form of a 

slave to that form in which He is equal to God the Father, and 

join both natures together by such a compact that the lower 

should not be swallowed up in its exaltation nor the higher 

impaired by its new associate.  
 

Without detriment therefore to the properties of either            

substance which then came together in one person, majesty 

took on humility, strength weakness, eternity mortality: and 

for the paying off of the debt, belonging to our condition,          

inviolable nature was united with possible nature, and true God and true man were combined to form 

one Lord, SO that, as suited the needs of our case, one and the same Mediator between God and men, 

the Man Christ Jesus, could both die with the one and rise again with the other. 
 

Rightly therefore did the birth of our Salvation impart no corruption to the Virgin's purity, because 

the bearing of the Truth was the keeping of honor. Such then beloved was the nativity which became 

the Power of God and the Wisdom of God even Christ, whereby He might be one with us in manhood 

and surpass us in Godhead. 
 

For unless He were true God, He would not bring us a remedy, unless He were true Man, He would 

not give us an example. Therefore the exulting angel's song when the Lord was born is this, "Glory to 

God in the Highest," and their message, "peace on earth to men of good will." For they see that the 

heavenly Jerusalem is being built up out of all the nations of the world: and over that indescribable 

work of the Divine love how ought the humbleness of men to rejoice, when the joy of the lofty angels 

is so great? 
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Parish Registry 
BIRTHS 
Baby Boy Born to Jason & Mimi Godwin 
Baby Boy Born to Jonathon Thompson &  
           Natalie Osborn 

WEDDINGS 
Alex Spartis & Allison Cheatham 
Panagiotis Poulopoulos & Jane Trangle 
BAPTISMS 
Parent: Marina Costarides 
Baby: Christina Sophia Costarides 
Godparents: Alexandra Tiliakos & Maria Tiliakos 
 

Parents: Vasilis & Maria Katsadouros 
Baby: Dimitri Pantellis 
Godparents: Katerina Kanellopoulos &  
  Katina Tsagaris 
 

Parents: Nickolas & Megan Filippou 
Baby: Dimitri Nikko  
Godparent: Michael Filippou 
 

Parents: Greg & Jenny Giannokostas 
Baby: Emily 
Godparent: Panayiotis Poulopoulos 
 

Parents: Robert & Syra Pethel 
Baby: Eva 
Godparents: Michele Karetas & Greg Muse 

CHRISMATION  
Syra Arzu Pethel 

ASLEEP IN THE LORD 
Matina Maduros 
Rosemary Underwood 
Benjamin Perry IV 
Anna Christodoulou 
Cleo Spartis 
Pauline Lampiris 

PHILOPTOCHOS  
GIFTS OF LOVE APPEAL      
Just a reminder that Philoptochos is now in the  

process of collecting donations to our annual Gifts of 
Love fund. We ask for your generous donations so that 
we will always be able to minister to those who face  

uncertain and troubling situations both now and in the 
future.  Your gift is truly a blessing and we thank you for 

your continued support and generosity.  
Please make your check payable to Philoptochos 

 and mail to the Cathedral office. 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM OUR 

PRIESTS AND PARISH COUNCIL 
As we come to the close of another year, Fr. Paul, Fr. 
Christos, Stephen Georgeson and all the members of the 
Parish Council would like to express our sincere thanks 
and gratitude to all those parishioners who offered their 
gifts and talents throughout this past year for the           
well-being, progress and spiritual growth of our                   
Cathedral Parish Family.  
St. Paul reminds us in 1st Corinthians, chapter 12, verses  
4 - 7, that we are blessed with many and   sundry gifts. 
He says, òNow, there are a variety of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of working, but it is the 
same God who inspires them all in every one...for the 
common good.ó It is God the Father, through His Son 
Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit that we are united to 
each other. With Oneness in God, we offer all of our 
special blessings to His Holy Church and in particular to 
our  Cathedral Parish Family for the common good. We 
have many exciting challenges in this next year and with 
great enthusiasm, love and dedication we ask the Lord 
to extend His Guiding Hand upon us so that we may 
glorify His All Holy Name. Looking forward to 2012 we 
pray for the continued health, spiritual growth and             
progress wishing everyone a Holy and Joyous Christmas 
and Blessed New Year!   
Ⱦȷȿȷ ɉɅȽɆɇɃɈũȺɁɁȷ ȾȷȽ ȺɈɇɈɉȽɆɀȺɁɃɆ          

Ƀ ȾȷȽɁɃɈɅũɃɆ ɉɅɃɁɃɆ ɆȺ Ƀȿȷ ɇȷ ɀȺȿȼ 

ɇɃɈ ȾȷŪȺȹɅȽȾɃɈ ɁȷɃɈ!  

SPECIAL THANK YOU! 
The beautiful Christmas tree on the Solea was once 
again donated by Lee Livaditis, Jimbo Livaditis and 
Dean Poulos of Big Johnõs Christmas Trees.  The 

 ornaments, Nativity scene and tree skirt were 
 donated and the wonderful tree was decorated by  

Theo Campbell, Elaine Carlos, Eula Carlos, 
Metaxia Kleris, Helen Pantellis, Vicky Patronis, 
George Peppas, Spero & Stephanie Peppas,  

Manuel Petkas and Audrey Poulos.  

NO FASTING!!  
Those who strive are thereafter rewarded,  

therefore fasting is not required beginning  

December 25th through January 4th, even on 

Wednesday and Friday.  A reminder that  

Wednesday, January 5th (Epiphany Eve) is a  

Strict Fast Day to prepare for the Feast of  

Epiphany, the next day. 
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 After enjoying such a wonderful fall, our students are so excited about celebrating Christmas and the holidays!  
This semester the children learned all about the beautiful colors and changes in the season.  In November, the younger 
students performed a wonderful rendition of the pilgrims arriving in America, while our elementary students  wrote & 
read essays on important Early Americans.  After the conclusion of the play, the students, staff and parents all                   
celebrated with a Thanksgiving Feast and shopped at the Scholastic Book Fair.   We want to thank everyone in the            
Cathedral community and the school for supporting of our Scholastic Book Fair.  It was the most successful book fair 
we have hosted to date.  As a result, we were able to purchase new childrenõs books for the Skandalakis Library and         
invest in additional curriculum text books for our teachers. 
 

 December has also been a busy month at our Day School!  The students are studying the birth of Christ and the 
celebration of St. Nicholas.  Fr. Paul and Fr. Christos taught the children about these special events!  We also wanted 
our students to learn that it is better to give than to receive.  We helped sponsor a toy drive for St. John the                           
Wonderworker Church.  Each of our students was asked to bring in a toy to help those who are less fortunate.  Our   
December fundraiser is selling Chick-fil -A Calendars.  The cost is $5 and they contain over $30 worth of coupons!  If 
you would like to purchase one, please see one of our sweet students or call the church office. 

 

2012-2013 Registration will begin in January for Cathedral members in good standing and returning students.                           
Furthermore, our Elementary School will be expanding to add third grade! As we continue to grow, we have also 
started looking into the process for SACS accreditation.  With an excellent faculty, including members of our own 

Cathedral, our students are blessed with teachers who love and support them. Because class sizes are kept small,                
teachers have the opportunity to spend one on one time with each of their students. As they grow their academic 
knowledge, our students also benefit from Orthodoxy and Greek Language on a weekly basis! We invite anyone                     

interested in seeing our school to please call the office for a tour (404) 633-5870.   

Elementary School Ages:  Kindergarten ð Third Grade 
Preschool ð Ages 2 to 4 years old 

Parents Morning Out - Ages 18 to 24 months 


