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Christ is born! Glorify Him! Christ comes from heaven.: Meet Him. Christ is on earth exalt Him.
O you earth, sing to the Lord. O you nations, Praise Him for He has been glorified.
--Katavasia of the Nativity Matins Hymnii

The above hymn is one of the most majestic hymnd wofe | t among us, full of gr
our Church as we celebrate the Birth of our Lord.Tlhis is the mysterious way of God!
Gr eek it begins wii hs GtUfe] Bypur bard caming into thenworld id this unas-

GUs3yYUUs u®herYiastUU# & B o r suming @ayoitr cpnipgls uHtp lave ¢lim. God works in
When this hymn is chanted it automatically lifts up o@ur lives in such a way that is never demanding, never
spirits and calls us t o fofcefd ansl never canceiked. wis matience i lfeyondu
Birth. Subsequent words from the hymn invite us @@mprehension as He implements His energies causing
meet our Lord not physically, but mystically upon ttes to wonder why He gives us the gifts of choice and
earth. It speaks to us as another opportunity to invit&¥ eedom. What s Godds mot
our Savior to become the center of our lives. Makinggaire is to draw all of us to Him and to one another in
true effort to meet Christ is what can make this Chridove.
mas to be more significant and Jifbanging from past The familiar persons involved in the story of
years. Christods birth wer e al |l (
The story of Chr i st & slosephwarenhumble rayetess saeking a placeadd sheiter.
mysterious ways of God. God acts in ways that weTd® shepherds were simple men of the land tending
not always expect or more precisely understand. Hisir flocks. The wise men were wealthy and aristocratic
ways are truly wondefilled and aweinspiring. For cen-foreigners wandering in a strange land.
turies, the Ancient Israelites had expected the Messiah.  Each of them, however, shared a common char-
The prophets, especially Isaiah and Jeremiah, calledetgsistic. They opened their hearts to the actions of the
people to readiness and Lorgpwha mysterisusly led them to the village af Bethie-s .
spoke openly about a coming savior. hem. Each of them permitted God to act in their lives.
St. Paul makes it clear in his letter to tihary and Joseph were willing to change their whole life
Galatian Christians in chapter 4, verse 4, that whignnurture and protect the child Jesus. The shepherds
Christ was born it was the precise moment in history fwere willing to hear the words of the angels. The wise
God to intervene in the most intimate way by taking oren were willing to follow the star. We remember them
human flesh, which would lead us and rise up our huthis day because they opened their hearts and trusted
manity to eternal sal vainthelbord. St . Paul says, OWhe
fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, A's we hear and fkhaathd
born of a woman, born umd=zsyYdlse Cdaaw ®bUTHs BH mmp, i €
and humility of our L or ddremeimmber thahChrseisntbenultimateagift.e\e masa | 1
peacefulness and not a representation of a conquesitiqngly meet Him. We must offer a humble invitation
hero or a king riding in a golden chariot with pomp at@lHim to be in our hearts. This is how we celebrate this
splendor. great feast. This is how we glorify Him!
When the Messiah arrived, he came first as an
infant. He was born to a young girl who was not fo (
mally married. The event occurred in the simple villa /Q‘C/ﬂ” fe. PC’J d "Kﬂ?)zamo/
of Bethlehem. He was sheltered in a place reservea tor
animals because there was nowhere else to stay. In thRee. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis
humbl e <circumstances, othe Word became fl esh and

Continued on page 2



The Divine Liturgy' Part XIX: are actually two sets. One is call the Resurrectional Eulogiatir
) ) which are used every Sunday duri~~

The Memorial Service the Orthros service, and they
also chanted on Holy Friday nigl
The memorial service, aland the other set is called the Eu
though can stand as a service fmtria of the Dead. We, of cour
itself, is many times associatedill be focusing on the Eulogiatr
with the Divine Liturgy. Manyof the Dead. ‘
have experienced and seen a me- We begin with the firs
morial service. One of the charabymn, iBlessed are You, O Lor
teristics of the Memorial Service iteach me Your statutes. The ch
the Kolyva or Boiled Wheat that isf Saints has found the founte

prepared. of life and the door of Paradisc.
Their origin goes back to the timklay | also find the way through repentance. | am the shee|
of Julian the Apostate whenin 362 h a t is | ost: O Savi orThishymanl |

he withdrew from the market irspeaks to us as ones who are living, explaining to us that the doc
Constantinople foodtuffs prescribed for the day of the GreaftParadise have been opened and there we see Christ, who is
Lent, Clean Monday, and ordered that they be substituted fwithtain of life. He calls us back to Him, as lost sheep, an
Apoll uted sacrificial f oodod throngh#élim waaréasavept t o enf orce upo
paganism of which he was and ardent supporter. St. Theodore The next hymn says$iBlessed are You, O Lord, teach
suggested to Patriarch Eudoxios that he ordain boiled wmeatYour statutes. Give rest, O God, to Your servant, an
(already called Kolyva) as a substitute to Lenten fstodifs takenplace him (her) in Paradise where the choirs of the Saints
from the market by Emperor Julian. Since then kolyva, haveabe+ the righteous will shine as the stars of heaven. To You
come connected with celebrating the memory of saints, wemarted servant give rest, O Lord, and forgive all his (her)
brought to the Church and were blessed by the priest duringonfef e n Bhis Bymrospeaks to Christ directly and asked that the
morial prayers known today as Memorial services. soul of the one that is departed from us have a place of rest
The Kolyva symbolize the human body, because thegaradise. May their soul join those of the saints and those who &
man body is nourished and grows because of wheat. Christriglsizous and may it stand out as theirs did, like shining stars, fo
likened his divine body to a grain of wheat, as it is expresseagivien them of all that they have done. This hymn is just as much
the gospelof St JofhnEx cept a cor n of vphtidoa to Chriagtlas it is fortus, whohae praying, batalise it re
and die, it abides alone: but if it die, it brings forth mupfinds us that we do have a chance to be with Christ, and for o
f r u@Jahn T2:24). St. Paulsaid A" That whi c hsoustoule liseshining sgars.n ot
gui ckened, (BCoc ¥34),for & dead boely idburied The next hymn say$iGlory to the Father and the Son
in the earth and decays, just as a grain of wheat. From #dmedethe Holy Spirit. The threefold radiance of the one Goc
things, the Church received the basis to make Kolyva. let us praise, and let us shout in song: Holy are You, eterna
Early Christians expressed their concern for the repodeadher, coeternal Son, and divine Spirit! lllumine us who
the souls of their beloved by works of charity and love and bypeo-r s hi p You in faith and de
sonal and communal prayers. Some of these types of prayefighymn talks about the Holy Trinity and it asks for its illumina-
cluded a gathering on the graves of the dead or in the churchjan@n us, who are alive, that have faith to help us continue t
the serving of a meal k n o wn praiss Got. hTee hyiniv alkoasks far ds whdwle this to beaséved
Praying for the dead is a deeply rooted practice in the Churdalesn away from the eternal fire, which is hell. In other words, i
the belief that the Church of Christ is constituted not only of Wwerhave faith and believe, we will not be condemned to the fire
living members but also of departed ones. The Celebration obfthell, but rather we will be with God in His heavenly kingdom.
Eucharist (Holy Communion) is offered for the benefit of both The next hymn say§iNow and forever and to the ages
dead and living faithful. A great biblical reference to this canobeges. Amen. Rejoice, gracious Lady, who for the salvatio
found in the Epistle of St. Jamés,T he pr ayer o fof al gave birtthtte God $n the dlesh, and through whom the
has the great amee5l6)in it s ebnfaa cace had found salvation. Through you, pure anc
Since we have a better understanding of the meaning bfe s sed Theotokos, mhas yhymw is di-f i
the Kolyva and why we do a memorial service, let us look atrdwted to the Virgin Mary, and speaks that through her willingnes
hymns that are associated with it. If the memorial service is tmparticipate in salvation i.e. saying yes to the Archangel Gabrie
ducted during the Divine Liturgy, it should come right after tired bearing Christ, we have found paradise through Him.
hymn ABl essed be the name of t hFelloiing thi édsothe vriplé Allbluiac annaacgent avéyttoe
Prayer behind thAmbo. indicate that we are changing sections of music. Following th
The service begins with the chanting of the Eu|ogitgrigle Alleluia, is the Kontakion of the dead, that is chanted. Thit
(Blesseds). It is important to note that in many books wherelthismn  r \&ith the Sainfs give rest, O Christ, to the soul of
service appears, there are four hymns that begin with the Eufsyi¥ servant where there is no pain, nor sorrow, nor suffer
taria, followed by a fGloryébdanBub & NU§®asieGhestid ppmedhe sog ofghe
four hymns that are there are specifically for a funeral servicedeparted in a place of rest, where there are no cares of this eart
fact hymns two and three of the Eulogitaria make reference tdifghdout in a place where there will be eternal life, i.e. heaven.
body of the deceased as well. Therefore in the Memorial service Following this is another set of four hymns that speaks
we go from hymn one to hymn four, and for our purposes in gifrectly to the person or persons that the memorial service is beil

article, 1 will do the same. One final note on the Eulogitaria, tiféreéducted for. These hymns are very straight forward. They re:
2 Continued on page 3



as follows, iAmong the spirits of th(Tg
righteous perfected in faith, give re:
O Savior, to the soul of Your serva
Bestow upon it the blessed life whi

Origin of the Feast of
Christmas

is from You, Hrelwe 1.0
ask Christ to give rest to our depart
loved one. A Wi t hi n You O

Lord, where all Your saints repos
give rest also to the soul of Your si
vant, for You al
Again, here we ask Christ to have 1
soul inaplace ofresti GI ory to t he Fa &%
and the Holy Spirit. You are our God who descended intfiH
Hades and loosened the pains of those who were chain
Grant rest al so, O Savior,
We ask Christ, to do as he did on Easter Sunday, saviigZe*
all those who were bound in Hades, that He do the san® ies dress up for Christmas. In
for the soul of the departed, which is bring it out of deatH$ popular sentiment it has
and give it life. iNow and forever ag : RN Ecfipsedthe greater feast of the
ages. Amen. Most pure and spotless Virgin, who ineffab Jieis , \ } Resurrection, and has com-
gave birth to God, intercede with Him for the salvation o S pletely dwarfed its twin festi-
the soul of Thedioathyrsndsralways to the ¥ val, the Epiphany.
Virgin Mary, asking for her intercession that the soul of ¥ But how did we get a feast of
the departed be saved and placed in paradise. Christmas? What was its origi-
Next come the petition and prayers for the departed. g & nal purpose? How does it actu-

will focus on the prayer, as the petitions put us in the corregf fit into the life of the Orthodox Christian Church?

mindset to pray. The prayer reads as follofi®, God of The Christian Church in the first three centuries of its
spirits and of all flesh, You have trampled down deaiyistence knew of only one great festival, Pente@ost by Pen-
and have abolished the power of the devil, giving life @cost is meant the complete celebration of the Christian Pass
Your world. Give rest to the soul of Your departed servag{er from the cross and resurrection to the 50th day commemo
(Name) in a place of light, in a place of repose, in a plag@ting the descent of the Holy SpiritEvery Sunday was consid-
of refreshment, where there is no pain, sorrow, and sifreq a feast in that it was a gathering to proclaim the mighty re-
fering. As a goc_)d an_d loving God, forgive every sin r’t;S“emption brought by the death and resurrection of Christ. This
(she) has committed in thought, word or deed, for there fisstival of redemption was realized weekly by the Holy Eucharist,
no one who lives and is sinless. You alone are without s{fje presence of the victorious Risen Christ in the midst of the
Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, aggsembly. It was realized yearly in the great Paschal Feast in th
Your word is truth. For You are the resurrection, the lifggministration of baptism. We see that in this ancient period the
and the repose of Your departed servant (Name), Chrigferest and emphasis was not at all on the historical facts con
our God, and to You we give glory, with Your eternal Faserning what happened to Jesus, but rather how what happened
ther and Your all holy, good and lifgiving Spirit, NnOW jesys now happens to those who join His Church; how the nev
and forever and tbheprayer isaaf gsjievé Hies ardl Bses tdnew life in Christ through baptism and

explanatory, as it asks Christ to grant remission of thgyy in the Eucharist the believer participates directly in the sacri-
sins of the soul of the departed, and to give it a place @fe of Christ.

rest in His heavenly kingdom.

The celebration of the birth of Christ has become the
most obvious religioubased public festival of American life. Its
. mm S T - - arrival in December is prepared
for months in advance. It is the
- ofeQf{ent which generates the
. most anticipation and to which
#® the most tradition and custom
% hatefattach® UnemssivBst Yna |
| dividual homes and whole cit-

—

In time the celebration

Followingthiswechanttriphﬁ_Et ern al , Memaq )90 anniversary of a mart
the characteristic hymn of the memorial service. But these festivals were local and usually conducted at the mar

With this, we conclude the Memorial Service. In Pagt yros tomb.

XX, our last article_, we will look at the A_rtoclasia_(BIessing of . It is not until the Fourth Century that the idea of celebrat-
the Loaves) and give an explanation of its meaning and whyni§ occasions in the earthly life of our Lord started to become
is placed in the Divine Liturgy. popular. Much of this is due to the Church of Jerusalem. Specia
celebrations which were devised on the actual or supposed site

% of the events of the life of Christ lent themselves particularly well
to the celebration of historical remembrances. Thus interest de

veloped in where Jesus was born, where He grew up, where H
performed His miracles, etc.

It is to the Church of Rome, however, that we must give
the credit for the origins of the feast of the birth of Christ. But on
what was this feast based and why was December 25th chosen
the day for its celebration?

Rev. Fr. Christos P. Mars

3 Continued on page 4



The actual historical facts surrounding the birth of Ch@siristmas and Epiphany, as the long list of readings of the vigil
are clouded in mystery. No one really knows when Jesusaivasthdays (meant to cover the time of actual baptiziagy the

born. Only certain facts can be deducted from the biblicalsac-ngi ng of the bapti smal ver:
count and from history. For one thing, Jesus was definitely bomt o Chr i st 6 in place of the
in B.C. (Before Christ!). This is known because Herod the Greatt ur gi c al books: ANativity o

died in 4 B.C., and Herod figures in the account of the Natmitp d A Epi phany of our Lord
given by St. Matthew. Jesus was definitely not born in wingaplained in connection with the sacrament of baptism.
St. Luke mentions that the shepherds were staying out in the pas- The hymns of both Christmas and Epiphany reveal the
ture land with their flocks, an event that does not take placerigin of these days in the old winter festival of the Unconquered
winter. We must look elsewhere for the origin of the late Dec8um. Note how many astronomical references we find in the Na
ber celebration of the Nativity. tivity Troparion: Christ is described as theS u ofd&ighteous-
We find the origin of the winter feast of the Nativity noess, whdllumines those who worshippesdtars (of which the
in the historical facts available concerning the birth of Christ, fifugsical sun is one)Jesus has come as tf@wvning from the
in a curious astronomical phenomenon. In late DecembeEas (as the sun does)
reach the shortest day of the year with more hours of darkness The Matins exapostilarion hymn speaks of: A newly
than daylight. From this point the hours of daylight becomsen day. Our Savior is th®ayspring from the East. Those
gradually longer. This observable phenomenon was given awal-were indarknessandshadowfound thelight.
gious significance in the pagan Roman world. It becamethetegsi phany i s sti |l | (fekshdblvghts). als
of Sol Invictus(the Unconquerable Sunlt was popularly cele-hymns also concentrate on astronomical themes. In Vespers
brated in Rome during the last two weeks of December as S@huist is described a8 Be st o we r who fdesites tg dgivie , ¢
nalia. What better time for the Christians to celebrate the cornging to those indarkness. In the Matins of the feast we find:
of the true unconquered @A SuMmWi?t h |igh dnet nevebets, shirefaosrtt ho,f QOC hQhirsit
born; the celebration of the dawning on the world of the Sun of  Unfortunately most of society has reverted to celebrating
Righteousness. the pagan winter holiday under the excuse of celebrating the birtt
The feast was not originally called Christmas or Nativity,Christ. The Romans had their Saturnalia, but modern man ha
e D Ut Epi phany o his Sale mindeeg, sirinking pacties.awd materialism to highlight
|t cel ebrated tibfeasti Idspite ofa@lfof tHishChristmris @rs still called to cele-
coming and manifesting Himselbrate joyfully in the Spirit, the coming of the Messiah. As the
 through several events of the Ne@hristians of old celebrated under the guise of Saturnalia, so thi
| Testament and its timing wasiodern Christian must still celebrate the true feast as the rest c
based on the feast of the Uncoaur society keeps its pagan winter holiday. The Church at one
quered Sun. In the East this feashe conquered and transformed that pagan holiday into the sub
of Acomi ngo wa slimgaoelabeatioa of thg cokirgmftthe &un of Righteousness. She
Y January 8 and in the West orstill is challenged to transform, transfigure and to proclaim that
| December 28, It did not origi- coming and to lead us beyond tinsel and cheap lights to the tru:
nally concentrate exclusively omeaning of this holiday: the glorification of the true Gladsome
the birth of our Lord, but celeLight of the Holy Glory of the Immortal Father, heavenly, holy,
brated several aspects of HiBessed Jesus Christ.
4 manifestation: the birth in the
cave, the adoration of the Ma<—=<"
the baptism in the Jordan, and 2
first miracle at Cana in Galilee. All of these themes came in one
way or another to be associated with the feast of the EpipHaey. Fr. Christos P. Mars
The East celebrated all of this on January 6th and knew
feast on December 25t{The Armenian Church to this day sji\ln, =S : '
celebrates the nativity and the baptism together on Januargj s 0‘\» i j )
with no celebration whatsoever on December 2&h8ria, a nuff\ (s == 4@" (684 45 )
from Spain, traveling in Palestine at the end of the 4th cefjili_ Q v Py 2 gl O
mentions a great celebrati . h u
only later that the East and the West came to share both De B
ber 25th and January 6th. The East separated the Nativity from
the Baptism, leaving the January date as the feast of the Bagtism

LTy PWest in turn ahaafoerfaul Famher Chiistos, the | .

celebration as the commemoration of the Adoration of the Magji. ISariS% (EOUHCI' and Cathedral Staﬁﬂ
Once this double feast, Christrriapiphany, entered the i i

life of the Church it became, like Easfeentecost, an occasiof WOUId Ilke to WISh you a Very Merry

for the celebration of bapt{smandBlessed Christtmasanditke o s

seen to be appropriate for the administration of the sacramerjt by : I
which Christ would come to the new believer. Several relicq in happleSt of New Years!

our present liturgical practice hint at the baptismal connections_of
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On the Night of Nativity, St. Ephraim the Syrian

Pure is the present night, in which the Pure One appeared, Who came to purify us! Let our hes
be pure, and the sight of our eyes chaste, and the feeling of the heart holy, and the speech of the
sincere!

* | The present night is the night of reconciliation; therefore, let no
|one be wrought against his brother and offend him!

This night gave peace to the whole world, and so, let no on
threaten. This is the night of the Most Meek One; let no one b
cruel!

| This is the night of the Humble One; let no one be proud!

W Now is the day of joy; let us not take revenge for offences! Now
’ the day of good will; let us not be harsh. On this day o
b~ o tranquility, let us not become agitated by anger!

? Today God came unto sinners; let not the righteous exalt himse

W | over sinners!
7

Today the Most Rich One became poor for our sake; let the ric
man invite the poor to his table!

Today we received a gift which we did not ask for; let us bestov
alms to those who cry out to us and beg!

The present day has opened the door of heaven to our prayers; let us also open our door to those whc
us forgiveness!

Today the Godhead placed upon Himself the seal of humanity, and humanity has been adorned witl
seal of the Godhead!

St. Ephraim the Syrian, Hymns on the Nativity

He became a servant on earth; He was Lord on high.
Inheritor of the height and depth, Who became a stranger.
But the One Who was judged wrongly will judge in truth,
and He in Whose face they spat, breathed the spirit into the face.
He Who held a weak reed was the scepter for the world that grows old and leans on Him.
He Who stood [and] served His servants, sitting, will be worshipped.

He Whom the Scribes scornedthe Seraphim sang "holy" before Him.



ST. ANDREW, Archbishop of Crete: The Mystery of the
Incarnation is a Fitting Theme of Joy for Both Angels and Men

Therefore the Word of God, Himself God, the Son of God
"in the beginning was with God," through whom "all thi
were made" and "without" whom "was nothing made,"
the purpose of delivering man from eternal death, beq
man: so bending Himself to take on Him our humility with
decrease in His own majesty, that remaining what He wag
assuming what He was not, He might unite the true formj§
slave to that form in which He is equal to God the Father j
join both natures together by such a compact that the Ig
should not be swallowed up in its exaltation nor the hig
impaired by its new associate.

ST NATTATY S EMRIST «

Without detriment therefore to the properties of eit
substance which then came together in one person, md
took on humility, strength weakness, eternity mortality: &
for the paying off of the debt, belonging to our condit
inviolable nature was united with possible nature, and true God and true man were combined to forn
one Lord, SO that, as suited the needs of our case, one and the same Mediator between God and |
the Man Christ Jesus, could both die with the one and rise again with the other.

Rightly therefore did the birth of our Salvation impart no corruption to the Virgin's purity, because
the bearing of the Truth was the keeping of honor. Such then beloved was the nativity which becan
the Power of God and the Wisdom of God even Christ, whereby He might be one with us in manhoc
and surpass us in Godhead.

For unless He were true God, He would not bring us a remedy, unless He were true Man, He wou
not give us an example. Therefore the exulting angel's song when the Lord was born is this, "Glory
God in the Highest," and their message, "peace on earth to men of good will." For they see that
heavenly Jerusalem is being built up out of all the nations of the world: and over that indescribabl
work of the Divine love how ought the humbleness of men to rejoice, when the joy of the lofty ange
is so great?
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM OUR
PRIESTS AND PARISH COUNCIL

As we come to the close of another year, Fr. Pal

gifts and talents throughout this past year for
well-being, progress and spiritual
Cathedral Parish Family.

St. Paul reminds us iff Corinthians, chapter 12, versg
4 - 7, that we are blessed with many and sundry
He says, oNow, there ar
Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the §
Lord; and there are varieties of working, but it is

common good. 6 It i's God
Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit that we are unite
each other. With Oneness in God, we offer all of
special blessings to His Holy Church and in particulg
our Cathedral Parish Family for the common good.
have many exciting challenges in this next year and
great enthusiasm, love and dedication we ask the

glorify His All Holy Name. Looking forward to 2012
pray for the continued health, spiritual growth a

and Blessed New Year!
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SPECIAL THANK YOU!

,  The beautiful Christmas tree on the Solea was on
3\? again donated by Lee Livaditis, Jimbo Livaditis an
Dean Poulos of Big Jo

Z-‘{j\kf ornaments, Nativity scene and tree skirt were
s o>= donated and the wonderful tree was decorated
N0 Theo Campbell, Elaine Carlos, Eula Carlos
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SN Metaxia Kleris, Helen Pantellis, Vicky Patronig
) | George Peppas, Spero & Stephanie Peppas

Christos, Stephen Georgeson and all the members ¢
Parish Council would like to express our sincere thapRaby Boy Born taJonathon Thompson &
and gratitude to all those parishioners who offered tf
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same God who inspires them all in every one...foj

to extend His Guiding Hand upon us so that we n
Wearents:Greg & Jenny Giannokostas

progress wishing everyone a Holy and Joyous Chrigi@asiparent: Panayiotis Poulopoulos
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{BRbY Boy Born taJason & Mimi Godwin

eir Natalie Osborn
'WEDDINGS
Alex Spartis & Allison Cheatham
LPanagiotis Poulopoulos & Jane Trangle
BAPTISMS
Par@nt: Mdihd Coétatide8 f 91 f t s,
y:Christina Sophia Costarides
%dparents:AIexandra Tiliakos & Maria Tiliakos
Parepis: Vagsilisi&iMarna Katsafouresy g h -~ Hi
Baby:Dimitri Pantellis
odparents:Katerina Kanellopoulos &
to Katina Tsagaris
>arents:Nickolas & Megan Filippou
B3py-Dimitri Nikko
%r/odparent: Michael Filippou
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Baby:Emily

ntsv'tsgbzeﬁ % Eyéa Pethel
arents:Michele Karetas & Greg Muse

Syra Arzu Pethel
ASLEEP IN THE LORD

atina Maduros

Trees. The

Benjamin Perry IV
Bnna Christodoulou
Cleo Spatrtis
Pauline Lampiris

bdt

Manuel Petkas and Audrey Poulos.

NO FASTING!!

Those who strive are thereafter rewarded,
therefore fasting is not required beginning
December 28 through January™ even on
Wednesday and Friday. A reminder that
Wednesday, January $Epiphany Eve) is a
Strict Fast Dayo prepare for the Feast of
Epiphany, the next day.

PHI LOPTOCHOS
GIFTS OF LOVE APPI

Just a reminder that Philoptochos is now in the
process of collecting donations to our annual Gifts
Love fund. We ask for your generous donations so
we will always be able to minister to those who fag
uncertain and troubling situations both now and in th
future. Your gift is truly a blessing and we thank you
your continued support and generosity.
Please make your check payable to Philoptocho
and mail to the Cathedral office.
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Annunciation Day School News

After enjoying such a wonderful fall, our students are so €xcited about celebrating Christmas and the holide
This semester the children learned all about the beautiful colors and changes in the season. In November, the yo
students performed a wonderful rendition of the pilgrims arriving in America, while our elementary students wrote
read essays on important Early Americans. After the conclusion of the play, the students, staff and parents all
celebrated with a Thanksgiving Feast and shopped at the Scholastic Book Fair. We want to thank everyone in th
Cathedral community and the school for supporting of our Scholastic Book Fair. It was the most successful book 1
we have hosted to date. As a result, we were able
invest in additional curriculum text books for our teachers.

December has also been a busy month at our Day School! The students are studying the birth of Christ an
celebration of St. Nicholas. Fr. Paul and Fr. Christos taught the children about these special events! We also wat
our students to learn that it is better to give than to receive. We helped sponsor a toy drive for St. John the
Wonderworker Church. Each of our students was asked to bring in a toy to help those who are less fortunate. Ot
December fundraiser is selling Chifik A Calendars. The cost is $5 and they contain over $30 worth of coupons! If
you would like to purchase one, please see one of our sweet students or call the church office.

20122013 Registration will begin in January for Cathedral members in good standing and returning students.
Furthermore, our Elementary School will be expanding to add third grade! As we continue to grow, we have also
started looking into the process for SACS accreditationWith an excellent faculty, including members of our own

Cathedral, our students are blessed with teachers who love and support them. Because class sizes are kept st

teachers have the opportunity to spend one on one time with each of their students. As they grow their acaden

knowledge, our students also benefit from Orthodoxy and Greek Language on a weekly basis! We invite anyor
interested in seeing our school to please call the office for a tour (4058683

Elementary School Ages: Kindergarte@ Third Grade
Preschoold Ages 2 to 4 years old
Parents Morning Out- Ages 18 to 24 months




